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Department recommended for ACEJMC reaccreditation

2015-16 Who’s Who nominees announced

The Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications (JMC) welcomed 
the Accrediting Council for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communications 
(ACEJMC) team Oct. 26-28. The depart-
ment will be recommended by the com-
mittee for reaffirmation in May 2016.

Members of the accreditation team 
included the committee chair Ford Ris-
ley from Pennsylvania State University, 
Shirley Staples Carter from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, Dale Cressman 
from Brigham Young University, and 
retired newspaper publisher and execu-

tive with the Gannett Company, Charles 
Wanninger.

The department has been accredited 
since 1986 and has been reaffirmed four 
times since. This year, the department 
was again found in compliance with all 
nine standards that make up the basis 
for the accreditation review.

Undergraduate programs in Advertis-
ing, Journalism, Public Relations and 
Television Production were reviewed 
across topics regarding JMC faculty, stu-
dents and program offerings. 

The team was particularly impressed 

with a number of things in the depart-
ment including, but not limited to, the 
strategic and student-focused plan in 
both curriculum and career preparation, 
the robust and well-functioning record 
of the department with regard to assess-
ment of student learning, and the enthu-
siasm and diversity of the students and 
faculty.

Weaknesses of the department were 
few and far between on the ACEJMC 
team’s site visit summary. Department 
Chair Dr. Robert Lochte sees these not as 
deficiencies but as challenges for Murray 

State to build upon an already amazing 
program.

“I’m very happy with these results. 
This has been one of the most favorable 
site visit reports I’ve ever read. There 
was no negativity and the weaknesses 
that have been identified are things that 
we very openly recognized for ourselves. 
This report can at the very least serve as 
an incentive to get those things done and 
bring the department up to the standards 
everyone holds Murray State to as a uni-
versity,” said Dr. Lochte.

 

 Fourteen of the 92 seniors at Murray 
State University selected to the 2015-
16 edition of Who’s Who in American 
Colleges and Universities had majors in 
the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communications.
 They were Allison Marie Borthwick, 
Mary  Cather ine  Bradley ,  Emi ly 
Francesca Conrad, Matthew Thomas 
Crane, Brennan Kathleen Handley, 
Kristin Brooke Henson, Paige Alexis 
Ho f fme i s te r ,  V i c t o r ia  E l i zabe th 
Marables, Jenna Dawn Ross, Ashley 
Ann Samuelson, Madeline E. Schmitt, 
Brandon M. Story, Mallory Nicole Tucker 
and Alyssa Renee Wells.
 Borthwick, a public relations major 
with a nonprofit 
leadership studies 
minor, had three 
i n t e r n s h i p s . 
S h e  w o r k e d  i n 
public  relat ions/
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
w i t h  V o i c e B o x 
Media, Susan G. 
K o m e n  C e n t r a l 
I n d i a n a  a n d 
Families First.
 She served as copy 
editor, advertising 
sales manager and opinion editor for The 
Murray State News and content manager 
for IndyBride2B.com.
 She was publicity director for the MSU 
Ads Club and the Campus Magazine 
Club and treasurer for Public Relations 
Student Society of America.
 A journalism major with a political 
science minor, Bradley served as staff 
writer, assistant news editor and editor in 
chief of The Murray State News.

 S h e  w a s  a n 
editorial intern with 
the Indianapolis 
M o n t h l y  a n d 
t h e  M i s s o u l a 
Independent. She 
was a writer for 
The Odyssey  and 
The Pink and Black 
Magazine.
 B r a d l e y  w a s 
president of Ed on 
Campus (magazine 
club), secretary of 
the Ads Club and a member of Omicron 
Delta Kappa. She won second place and 
third place for her writing in the 2014 
Kentucky Press Association competition. 
 Conrad had a public relations major 
with an advertising 
minor. She worked 
in the summer as 
the event planning 
a s s i s t a n t  f o r 
Harper Pierce and 
Company in  St . 
Louis.
 On campus she 
w a s  a  r e s i d e n t 
adv i sor  and  an 
officer of Springer/
Franklin Residential 
College Council. She 
was a member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority, 
the Order of Omega, the National 
Residence Hall Honorary and Sigma Eta 
honorary society.
 A television production major with a 
philosophy minor, Crane was treasurer 
of the MSU TV Club and a TV production 
lab assistant.
 He was president of Hart Residential 

Col lege  Counci l 
and vice president 
of the Hart Honor 
Society. He also 
w a s  a  S t u d e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Association senator, 
a member of the 
Philosophy Circle of 
Murray State and 
a member of the 
Speech and Debate 
Union.
 Handley was a 
public relations major with a marketing 
minor .  She  had 
i n t e r n s h i p s 
i n  m a r k e t i n g /
m a n a g e m e n t 
with Maritz, LLC 
in Missouri  and 
with the Center 
for Telecommuni
cat ions  Systems 
M a n a g e m e n t  a t 
MSU.
 In addition, she 
worked  in  sa l e s 
for Aerie and the 
Springfield (Ill.) Southwest Baseball 
Association.  She was vice president 
of Alpha Sigma Alpha and publicity 
chairman for the MSU chapter of Public 
Relations Student Society of America.
 Henson, a public relations major 
with a marketing minor, worked with 
the MSU College of Science, Engineering 
and Technology and at Busch Gardens in 
Tampla, Fla.
 She was a public relations intern with 
Paschal Solutions in Tennessee.
 She held several offices in Sigma Sigma 

S i g m a  s o r o r i t y 
including president 
t h i s  y e a r .  H e r 
v o l u n t e e r  w o r k 
included Campus 
Outreach, Robbie 
Page Play Atrium, 
the Murray Food 
Pantry, Purchase 
Area Chrysalis and 
a mission in Elblag, 
Poland.
 She was a member 
of the Alpha Lambda 
Delta honor society and was this year’s 
Homecoming Queen.
 Hoffmeister had a major in television 
p r o d u c t i o n 
with a minor in 
journal ism.  Her 
many experiences 
off campus included 
a  m u l t i m e d i a 
journalist intern 
with WPTV 5 in 
West Palm Beach, 
Fla., a production 
assistant for CMT 
in Nashville, a radio 
intern with Viacom 
in Nashvil le  and 
working several CMT special events and 
concerts.
 On campus she was a development 
assistant for WKMS-FM, co-host/features 
producer for “Roundabout U” and 
contributing editor for The Odyssey.
 In addition, she was a Student 
Ambassador, treasurer of the MSU 
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 The JMC Journal is an offi-
cial publication of the Depart-
ment of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, Murray State 
University, produced in support 
of Murray State journalism and 

mass communications gradu-
ates. The JMC Journal is pub-
lished under the supervision of 
the JMC department chair, Dr. 
Bob Lochte.
 Opinions expressed in the 

JMC Journal are those of col-
umnists or signed writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the department or 
the University.
 Material  for  publication 

should be submitted to Murray 
State University, Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cations, Attn: Chair, 114 Wilson 
Hall, Murray, KY 42071-3311; 
telephone (270) 809-2387. 

Publisher Dr. Bob Lochte

Writer Dr. Robert H. McGaughey

Production/Photography
  Orville Herndon

TV Club and vice president of Alpha 
Gamma Delta sorority.
 A public relations major with a 
sociology minor, 
M a r a b l e s 
worked with the 
A m e r i c a n  R e d 
Cross Louisville 
Area Chapter and 
Justice Clothing 
Store in Louisville.
 On campus she 
was active with 
Student Disability 
Services, Realities 
on Campus, Voices 
of Praise Ministries 
( treasurer) ,  Delta  Sigma Theta 
sorority (secretary), Springer-Franklin 
Residential College Council (vice 
president), College of Business Student 
Ambassadors, the MSU Women’s Center 
and Relay for Life.
 Ross had a public relations major 
with an organiza-
tional communi-
c a t i o n  m i n o r . 
She worked with 
the Racer Social 
Media Team and 
was a  Student 
Ambassador.
 S h e  w a s  a 
sales  associate 
f o r  R i b b o n 
Ch ix  Bout ique 
i n  M u r r a y .  O n 
c a m p u s ,  s h e 
was vice president of Alpha Omicron 
Pi sorority and a member of Public 
Relations Student Society of America, 
Order of Omega and Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor Society.
 S a m u e l s o n ,  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g 
major  with  an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
minor ,  was  an 
a d v e r t i s i n g 
m a n a g e m e n t 
agent for Gateway 
Magaz ine .  She 
i n t e r n e d  w i t h 
Energy BBDO in 
Chicago.
 S h e  w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
MSU Ads Club and Alpha Gamma Delta 
sorority.
 A  p u b l i c 
relations major 
with a marketing 
minor, Schmitt 
i n t e r n e d  w i t h 
E s t e s  P u b l i c 
R e l a t i o n s  i n 
Louisvi l le .  She 
a l s o  s o l d  a d s 
f o r  G a t e w a y 
Magazine.

 She was vice president of Kappa Delta 
sorority and a member of Public Relations 
Student Society of America and the Order 
of Omega Greek honorary society.
 Story was a television production 
m a j o r  w i t h  a 
journalism minor. 
He interned with 
W P S D - T V  i n 
Paducah. He was 
a student worker 
for MSU Racer 
Vis ion  & OVC 
Digital Network 
a n d  M u r r a y 
State ’ s  Dig i ta l 
Media Services.
 He also was a 
teaching assistant 
for Murray Independent Schools’ 
WMHS TV and a member of the MSU 
TV Club.
 Story was a member of the MSU 
Racer Band, Alpha Chi, Alpha Lambda 
Delta and Phi Kappa Phi.
 Tucker, a public relations major with 
an  agr i cu l ture 
m i n o r ,  w a s  a 
t r a n s f e r  f r o m 
the  Univers i ty 
of Missouri.  She 
was editor in chief 
of The Odyssey, 
s p o r t s  e d i t o r 
for The Murray 
S t a t e  N e w s , 
sales  assistant 
f o r  S p o r t a b l e 
Scoreboards and 
a marketing/promotions intern for the 
MSU Athletic Department.
 She was a Summer Orientation 
Counselor and a member of Alpha 
Delta Pi sorority, Omicron Delta 
Kappa leadership honor society, Order 
of Omega and the Campus Activities 
Board.
 Wells was a public relations major 
with a minor in occupational safety and 
health. She was 
a safety intern 
for Frito Lay in 
Fayetteville, Tenn.
 S h e  w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f 
Alpha Delta Pi 
social  sorority, 
Public Relations 
Student Society 
of America, ASSE 
and the Murray 
State rowing team.
 Marab les  and 
Tucker were December graduates; the 
rest are scheduled to graduate in May, 
2016.
 J o u r n a l i s m  a n d  M a s s 
Communications has had just under 
20 percent of the Who’s Who selections 
since 1980.
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 Lexy Gross, a May 2015 Murray State 
University graduate with majors in 
journalism and political science, has won 
the Mabel Lee Walton Leadership Award 
for 2015.
    The award is the top individual award 
that can be won by a member of Sigma 
Sigma Sigma national sorority.  She 
received the award from national vice 
president Courtney Stone at the MSU 
chapter’s Founders Day event in May. 
She had been the Outstanding Sigma 
Sigma Sigma member in the region.
     Gross was selected to be in Who’s Who 
in American Colleges and Universities 
and was the top senior in the journalism 
major. She served as president of the 

Panhellenic Council.
     She served in several positions on The 
Murray State News, including editor in 
chief.
 She had internships with Lexington 
Herald ,  the Nashville Tennessean 
and the Chicago Tribune.  She was a 
correspondent for USA Today, Paducah 
Life Magazine and the Murray Ledger 
and Times.
    Gross was a Roy Howard National 
Reporting Competition Fellow, a Top 
10 Student Leader at Murray State and 
the recipient of the William Broughton 
Fellowship.
    She is currently working for the 
Louisville Courier-Journal.

Gross wins top Sigma Sigma Sigma award

Honor society inducts new members
 The JMC department is well represent-
ed in the Murray State Circle of Omicron 
Delta Kappa national leadership honor 
society.
 Kelsey Randolph, a senior journalism 
major, currently serves as vice president, 
and Leigh Wright, assistant professor of 
journalism, serves as the faculty adviser.
 New members from the JMC depart-
ment who were inducted in 2015 were 
Madison Johnson, May graduate with a 
major in public relations; Tiffany Whit-
fill, May graduate with a major in pub-
lic relations; Shannon Hilkey, a senior 
PR major; Mallory Tucker, a senior PR 
major; Alexandra Buesking, a senior PR 
major, and Mary Bradley, a senior jour-
nalism major.

 The Murray State Circle plans to begin 
service projects in the spring semester. 
The circle inducts members each fall and 
spring.
 Founded in 1914 on the campus of 
Washington and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Va., Omicron Delta Kappa was 
the first college honor society of a nation-
al scope to recognize leadership service in 
extracurricular activities. 
 Students selected for membership must 
display excellence in one or more of five 
areas: athletics, campus or community 
service, social and religious activities or 
campus governance; creative and per-
forming arts; journalism, speech and 
mass media, and scholarship.

Mealand Ragland-Hudgins, a reporter for The Tennessean, speaks with students during the depart-
ment’s annual Meet the Pros event in October. Students had the opportunity to talk with pro-
fessionals in advertising, graphic communications media, journalism, public relations, and television 
production.



Fall 2015   JMC Journal   3  

1956
 Blanton Croft (56) has been 
awarded two achievement 
awards in volunteers service: a 
certificate of achievement for 10 
years of continuous service to 
RSVP, Senior Volunteer Federal 
Program, Washington Co., Md., 
and a people’s choice award win-
ner by the Community Founda-
tion,Washington County, Md.

1968
 Leroy Denslow (68)  has 
retired after 32 years as a news 
journalist. He now operates 
Mega Bites Fish Charters on 
Lake Erie.

1971
 Jerry Bayne (71) is performing 
arts manager of the Brubeck Arts 
Center at Wabash Valley College 
in Mount Carmel, Ill. He has 
worked in the Illinois community 
college system for 41 years. 
 Jerry McAlister (71) lives in 
Georgetown, Ky., and is retired 
from the John Deere Company. 

1972
 Ron Corbin (72) is retired 
after 44 years in radio broad-
casting, the last 24 at KYW 
News Radio in Philadelphia.
 Marie Wells Coutu (72,73) 
retired from the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association in 2013 
and is now writing fiction. Her 
second novel, Thirsting for More, 
was released in April 2015 and 
her third is due out next spring. 
 Ellen D. Leigh (72) is a part 
time advertising sales and writ-
er for San Marco and Beaches 
Magazines.
 Ed Walston (72,76) retired after 
35 years teaching high school 
English and journalism. He is 
currently an adjunct professor of 
English at Vincennes University 
Jasper Campus, Jasper, Ind.

1973
Mike Chadwell (73) is general 
manager for WHOP Stations, 
Lite 98.7, News/Talk 95.3 FM & 
1230 AM.

1975
 Dr. Katie Paschall (75) is a 
professor of speech communi-
cation at Florida Southwestern 
State College.
 R o b i n  W y a t t  W a l s t o n 
(75) retired after 20 years as a 
reporter for The Herald in Jas-
per, Ind., and 17 years as a loan 
officer for Dubois-Pike Federal 
Credit Union.

1976
 David Jernigan (76) is a real 
estate agent with Coldwell 
Banker in Franklin, Ky.

1977
 Mona Milam Casteel (77)  is 
a journalist with The Free Press 
in Woodstock, Va., recent recip-
ient of Shenandoah County’s 
Journalist of the Year Award, 
an author, a book editor and a 
resident of Woodstock, Va.

1978
 Jincy Canterbury Hayes (78) 
retired from the US Marine 
Corps after 30 years at the 
grade of Colonel. A second 
career of 10 years working 
as an analyst for the US 
Army Spec ia l  Operat ions 
Command, followed.  She has 
retired and hangs out with her 
husband of 30 years (Russ) 
and her three grandchildren in 
Hopkinsville, Ky.

1979
 Mary Dorris Watson (79) has 
retired as director of marketing 
at Union University in Jackson, 
Tenn. She is now a freelance 
writer, editor and consultant.

1980
 Tammy Binford (80) is a 
freelance writer and editor in 
Nolensville, Tennessee.
 Anne Wooten Green (80) is 
a contributing writer to Spark 
magazine, as well as being the 
editor and principle writer of 
WS Works magazine in Win-
ston-Salem N.C.
 Donna  Comer  Purs i fu l l 
(80,82) is the senior functional 
analyst for CollegeSource, Inc.

1981
 Tab Brockman (81) is the new 
superintendent of the Division 
of Parks and Recreation for the 
City of Hopkinsville, Ky.
 Kenny Klein (81) is sports 
information director at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. He was 
inducted into the College Sports 
Information Directors of Ameri-
ca’s Hall of Fame in June.

1983
 Danny Bundy (83) is a doc-
ument processing specialist 
with the Kentucky Department 
for Libraries and Archives in 
Frankfort.
 Susan Jackson Dowd, Ed.D., 
(83) is executive director of Pres-
byterian Women in the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.), Inc.

1984
 Jennie Smith Rottinghaus 
(84) is the director of develop-
ment for the School of Nursing 
and Health Professions and the 
Jesse D. Jones College of Sci-
ence, Engineering & Technology 
at MSU.

1985
 Joe Haynes (85) has served as 
the radio/television specialist at 
Murray State University since 
1990.

1986
 Ginny Julia Lovellette Peter-
son (86) is the communications 
coordinator for the First Pres-
byterian Church in Wilmington, 
N.C. 
 Michael Powell (86) is the edi-
tor of the Cherryville Eagle in 
Cherryville, N.C.

1987
 Jon Borton (87) is vice presi-
dent of educational services with 
the Nebraska Hospital Associa-
tion.

1988
 Jennifer McKirchy Keach (88) 
lives in Henderson, Ky.
 Mandy Murphey (88) is the 5 
and 9 p.m. weekday anchor at 
KTVI Fox 2 in St. Louis.
 Roger Seay (88,91) is assis-
tant news director for KFVS in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

1989
 Lauren Balmer (89) is director 
of business development at Cori-
zon Health in Brentwood, Tenn.
 Stephanie Stephens Balmer 
(89) is head of school at Harpeth 
School in Nashville, Tenn.
 Jesse Jackson Jr. (89) is pas-
tor of the East Sixth Street 
Christian Church in Oklaho-
ma City  and president of the 
National Convocation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).
 Todd Ross (89) is a teacher 
and speech coach at Paducah 
Tilghman High School. He 
received the National Speech 
and Debate Association’s First 
Diamond Award in June.

1990
 Patti Beyerle Hall (90) is the 
president of Hall Communica-
tions in Evansville, Ind.
 Joe Pawlak (90) is sales direc-
tor - west for Covanta Environ-
mental Solutions. 

1991
 Jenna Newton Stafford (91) 
is a former anchor/reporter/pro-
ducer for KAIT-TV in Jonesboro, 
Ark.  She is the mother of 14 
year old triplet boys and a 17 
year old daughter.
 John Wright (91) is the news-
room manager for the Murray 
Ledger & Times.

1992
 Mark McCallon (92) is a free-
lance database architect.

1993
 Kristie Helms (93) is the glob-
al head of promotions and social 
business at State Street Corpo-
ration.
 Leigh Landini Wright (93, 10 
MFA) is an assistant professor 
of journalism and mass commu-
nications at Murray State Uni-
versity.

1995
 Angie Kinsey Timmons (95) is 
the marketing/PR assistant at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 

1996
 Brian Smith (96) works for 
the State of Kentucky as a pre-
trial services officer in Hender-
son, Ky.

1997
 Beth Carmichael Baker (97) is 
an author and advocate for fam-
ilies with special needs children.

1998
 Deonna McCord (98) is an 
English teacher and yearbook 
adviser at Crittenden County 
High School in Marion, Ky.
 Terri Bowin Sam (98) is the 
display advertising manager at 
Leader Publications in Akron, 
Ohio.

1999
 Chad Darnall (99) is the 
assistant chief photographer of 
WPSD-TV. 

2000
 John Broeckling (00) is the 
KFVS-12 newsroom assignment 
manager in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.
 Kate Lackey Broeckling  (00) 
is territory sales manager with 
Ganz Gift Company in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.
 Jonathan Clark (00) is direc-
tor of BCM at Murray State.
 Theresa Zortman DaSilva (00) 
is the vice president of market-
ing for JAVS and a realtor with 
the Gariepy Group in Louisville, 
Ky. 
 Christine Hall (00) is a free-
lance writer in Houston, Texas.

2002
 Rebecca Francis Ballard (02) 
is head of external communica-
tions at Hill+Knowlton Strate-
gies, Washington.
 Jamie Barnwell (02) is the 
lead project manager at rust-
media a full-service marketing 
agency in Cape Girardeau, Mo.
 Justin Kimbro (02) is the cre-
ative director for Helix Creative 
and an MSU lab instructor for 
the GCM program.

2003
 Helene Diamond (03) lives in 
Phoenix, Ariz. and is an acting 
coach for the Detour Compa-
ny Theater. She teaches acting 
classes for the Valley Youth 
Theater and is a 4th grade 
teacher in a local public school.
 Jeremy Kirk (03) is deputy 
emergency manager at Shep-
pard AFB, Texas.
 Stephanie Minix (03) works 
in business operations for the 
Memphis Grizzlies.
 Stacy Puckett (03) is develop-
ment specialist at Lourdes Hos-
pital.
 Mariah Venard (03) is a sur-
gical assistant for Dr. Steven W 
Cherry, D.M.D.

2004
 Denise Brazzell (04,09) is 
director of student services at 
the University of Kentucky, 
Paducah campus.
 Crystal Hutchison Jeter (04) 
is a real estate agent and prop-
erty manager with Keller Wil-
liams Realty and the owner of 
Jeter Properties LLC.
 Ellen Copeland Lee (04) has 
worked in sales at Mike Smith 
Kia since 2008.
 Rebecca Miller (04) is a men-
tal health counselor at Enerald 
Therapy Center, LLC

2005
 Lakilia Bedeau (05) is the 
director of Tornado Alley Youth 
Services Center at Paducah Til-
ghman High School.
 Evan Elrod (05) is the media 
teacher at Jasper High School 
and manager for WJWS-LP 
radio station.
 Lauren Owens Head (05) is 
success manager for Betterbook-
club.com. 
 Kyser Lough (05) is a first-year 
doctoral student at the University 
of Texas School of Journalism.
 Jake Lowary (05) is the news 
director at The Leaf-Chronicle in 
Clarksville, Tenn. 
 Adrianne Huffine Rogers (05) 
owns Gate 28 clothing store in 
Murray. 
 Jessica Jones Yonts (05) is 
vice president of strategy & cli-
ent development at Werkshop 
Branding, Bowling Green, Ky.

2006
 Meghan Mottaz Carr (06) is 
director of the Cashiers Office & 
Student Loan Repayment Cen-
ter at the University of Missou-
ri, Columbia, Mo.
 Bryan Gore (06) is the princi-
ple agent at Bryan Gore Shelter 
Insurance Agency. 

ALUMNI NOTES
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2007
 Brian Asher (07) is the gener-
al manager of Breakout Games 
in Nashville.
 Kelly Fineman (07) is a barista 
and shift supervisor at Starbucks.
 Chris Jung (07) is the sports 
editor at the Kentucky New Era.

2008
 Jessica Jeffress (08) is the 
director of operations at Peel & 
Holland.

2009
 Mallory Allgood (09) is Dot 
Records label resources coor-
dinator at Big Machine Label 
Group in Nashville, Tenn.
 Kara Mantooth (09) is the 
director of extension at Alpha 
Omicron Pi International Head-
quarters.
 Justin Wylie (09) is an online 
media producer at LifeWay 
Christian Resources in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

2010
 L a u r a  S c h a u m b u r g 
Oswald (10) is the marketing 
director at Paducah Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. 

2011
 Katie DeCillo Wylie (11) is a 
marketing strategist at LifeWay 
Christian Resources in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

2012
 Elizabeth Johnson (12) is an 
investigative reporter at the 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune. 
 Meng Ma (12) is corporate 
social responsibility officer at 
The Janssen Pharmaceutical 
Companies of Johnson & John-
son.
 Jimmie Martin (12) is a hall 
director at Morehead State Uni-
versity.
 Sophie McDonald (12) is assis-
tant editor at Real Truth Mat-
ters, Paducah, Ky.

2013
 Reese Hawkins (13) is a copy 
writer and content developer at 
Innovations Branding House.

2014
 Brandon Burke (14) is a logis-
tics account executive at Total 
Quality Logistics.
 Jessica Galloway (14) is an 
event coordinator at Churchill 
Downs Inc.
 Jessie Litkenhus (14) is mar-
keting manager at SFW in Idaho.
 Meghann Richardson (14) is 
special publications editor at the 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer.
 Ryan Richardson (14) is pagi-
nator at the Owensboro Messen-
ger-Inquirer.
 Chelsea Scaturro (14) is an 
account administrator for Con-
struction Insurance Partners, 
LLC, in St. Louis.
 Matt Wilham (14) is the junior 
strategist at Bisig Impact Group 
in Louisville, Ky.

2015
 Laura Kovarik (15) is the 
associate editor for Guns & 
Ammo magazine. 
 Victoria Marables (15) is an 
intern in community outreach 
at Southwest Airlines in Dallas, 
Texas.
 Chan Hosey Morgan (15) is a 
full-time Delta Flight Attendant 
in New York.
 Taryn Patterson (15) is an 
administrative assistant at 
Palm Springs Chamber-Com-
merce.

Deaths
 Martha N Anderson (49) died 
Nov. 8, 2014. 
 Virgil E Adams (49) died Jan. 
28, 2015.
 Jim Carter (79) died Feb. 13, 
2015.
 Imogene V Longgrear (46) died 
May 8, 2015.
 Kyle D Rogers (11) died May 
11, 2015.
 Ruth V Hooper (63) died Aug. 
24, 2015.

ALUMNI NOTES

The annual Journalism and Mass 
Communications High School Media 
Workshop drew nearly 300 students 
and advisers to campus in September.

The students and advisers came 
from 12 regional high schools. They 
were Calloway County, Graves Coun-
ty, Fort Campbell, St. Mary’s, Trigg 
County, Mayfield, Murray, McCrack-
en County, Paducah Tilghman, Crit-
tenden County and Meridian (III.).

Dr. Tim Todd, interim provost, and 
Gina Winchester, director of Regional 
Outreach, welcomed the students and 
advisors to the Curris Center before 
they participated in sessions conduct-
ed by MSU faculty/staff and regional 
media professionals.

The sessions covered yearbook 
design and production, advertising 
design, feature writing and inter-
viewing, writing effective headlines, 
sports still photography, website 
design and set up, TV field produc-
tion, lighting, sports media produc-
tion, advertising sales, business jour-
nalism, careers in the media, sports 
writing and reporting, social media, 
evaluating news sources for stories, 
newspaper design, writing columns 
and editorials, on-camera inter-
viewing and presentation, TV stu-
dio production and a special session 
for advisers conducted by workshop 
director, Leigh Wright.

In the high school yearbook com-
petition, McCracken County High 
School won 10 awards and took first 
place for Best Overall Yearbook. Pey-
ton Baker served as editor and Sha-
ron Northington as adviser.

Second Place overall went to Fort 
Campbell with three top individual 

awards. Pagan Martelli was the edi-
tor and Iris Loucks was the adviser 
for the yearbook.

Trigg County had four awards to 
take third place. Ashley Wells served 
as adviser. Caldwell County had four 
awards to earn honorable mention. 
The editor was Libby Griggs and the 
adviser was J.J. Griggs.

In the television and production 
contest, Calloway County won 14 
total awards, including first place in 
news/feature package, sports pack-
age, news/feature program, sports 
program and digital short.

Graves County placed second with 
seven awards, including second place 
in sports package and digital short.

In the newspaper competition, the 
Calloway County Laker Review and 
the Paducah Tilghman Bell domi-
nated the awards, with 31 and 16, 
respectively.

The Laker Review won first place in 
news writing, feature writing, person-
ality profile, page one design, photog-
raphy, columns, sports design, sports 
writing and advertising design.

The Tilghman Bell won first place 
in editorial and opinion page, illus-
trations and graphics, feature design, 
reviews and overall newspaper 
design.

The Murray High Black and Gold 
received three awards.

The annual one-day workshop is 
conducted by the Department of Jour-
nalism and Mass Communications 
and co-sponsored by the Arthur J. 
Baurenfeind College of Business, 
Murray State’s Office of Region-
al Outreach and the Murray State’s 
Office of Recruitment.   

If your listing is missing or out of date please use the coupon on the back page 
to update the department about you and/or other JMC alumni. You may also 
send alumni news by e-mail to alumni@jmcjournal.org. Thank you.

Dept. hosts annual High School Workshop

Dr. Kevin Qualls talked about studio lighting as part of the High School Workshop’s broadcasting track. 

Angela St. Clair, Herff Jones, conducted sessions on yearbook marketing. 
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 The top students in each 
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications were 
recognized at the annual JMC 
Honors Banquet April 9.
 The outstanding seniors were 
Andrea Moore, advertising: 
Ashney Williams, graphics 
communication media; Lexy 
Gross ,  journal ism;  Sierra 
Underhill and Kiaya Young, 
public relations; and Halle 
Pinkham, television production.
 Moore had minors in art 
and in graphic communications 
technology. She was the social 
media marketing intern with 
MSU and graphic design intern 
with Interbrand New York.
 A member of the Ads Club, 
she was inducted into Alpha 
Delta Sigma for her scholarship 
and professional activities. 
She was selected for this year’s 
Who’s Who in American Colleges 
and Universities.
 She was also a part of the 
Racer Band, the Racer Pep 
Band, Sigma Alpha Iota and 
Campus Lights.
 Williams had a successful 

i n t e r n s h i p  w i t h  L e t i c a 
Corporation in Fulton. She 
also worked as a patient care 
c o o r d i n a t o r  w i t h  R o t e c h 
Healthcare and as a student 
worker with the Murray State 
Career Services office.
 She was a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority and a 
volunteer for Needline and 
Habit for Humanity. 
 Gross, who also had a major 
in political science, served in 
several positions with The 
Murray State News, including 
editor in chief.
 She had internships with the 
Lexington Herald Leader, the 
Nashville Tennessean and the 
Chicago Tribune. She was a 
correspondent for USA Today, 
Paducah Life magazine and the 
Murray Ledger & Times.
 She was a Roy W. Howard 
National Reporting Competition 
Fellow, a Top 10 Student 
Leader at Murray State, the 
Outstanding Sigma Sigma 
Sigma member in the region 
and the recipient of the William 
Broughton Fellowship.
 P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M S U 

Panhellenic Council, she was 
selected to be in this year’s 
Who’s Who in American Colleges 
and Universities.
 Underhill ’s minor was in 
advertising. She was a member 
of the Ads Club, Sigma Sigma 
S igma  soror i ty  and  th i s 
year’s selection of Who’s Who 
in American Colleges and 
Universities.
    She had two internships with 
Martin Williams Advertising 
in Minneapolis, one in project 
management and on in account 
management.
 Young, a member of Public 
Relations Student Society 
of America, was an intern for 
the Four Rivers Carson Center 
in Paducah and a consulting 
photographer for VUE magazine.
 She was president of the 
WKRR Junior League, a First-
Year Leader and a member of 
Sigma Eta honor society.
 Pinkham was also selected to 
Who’s Who in American Colleges 
and Universities.
 S h e  w o r k e d  f o r  M S U 
TV-11, was the OVC media 
correspondent and host for “This 

Week in Racer Athletics.”
 A member of Public Relations 
Student Society of America, 
she was a writing intern for 
the MSU Print Media office 
and an intern for Project 
Transformation in Nashville.
 As a member of the soccer 
team, she was on the OVC 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll for 
all three years and earned the 
Medal of Honor this year.
 She was a member of Alpha 
Sigma Alpha sorority, Student 
Ambassadors, MSU Campus 
Outreach, MSU Student Alumni 
Association and the College of 
Business Ambassadors.
 Kyle  Smith and All ison 
Hilliard shared the award for 
the  outstanding graduate 
student.
 Smith, a native of Mayfield, 
earned his master’s degree in 
the fall of 2014. While at Murray 
State, he served as treasurer 
of the Ads Club, worked in 
advertising and page design for 
The Murray State News and was 
a writer for MSU TV-11.
 He  current ly  owns  and 
operates  the  Kyle  Smith 

Design Company, serving west 
Kentucky and the region.
 Hilliard ,  a  graduate of 
Centre College from Hazel, also 
completed her master’s degree 
in the fall of 2014. She is the 
co-owner of the Hazel Antique 
Mall, coordinator of the Hazel 
Day Celebration, president 
of the Hazel Lions Club and a 
member of the board of directors 
of the South 641 Water District.
 Nine students were inducted 
into Kappa Tau Alpha, the 
national honorary journalism 
fraternity. They were Benjamin 
Fincher, Shannon Hilkey, Paige 
Hoffmeister, Brieana Johnson, 
Kelley Kennedy, Benjamin 
Joseph Manhanke, Andrea 
Moore, Halle Pinkham and 
Kiaya Young.
 Brieana Johnson, a television 
production major with a 3.97 
grade-point average, was named 
Kappa Tau Alpha Top Scholar 
winner.
 T h e  t o p  s e n i o r s  w e r e 
recognized at the University 
honors day program the day 
before graduation.

Eight top students recognized as spring honors banquet

Shemberger studies Civil War newspaper editorials

(Left) Outstanding seniors recognized at the spring honors banquet included, from left: Halle Pinkham, TV production; Lexy Gross, journalism; Sierra Underhill, public relations; Andrea Moore, advertising; 
and Kiaya Young, public relations. Not pictured:  Ashney Williams, graphics communications media.  (Right) Dr. Debbie Owens, center, recognized the outstanding graduate students Allison Hilliard, left, and 
Kyle Smith, right.

 Dr. Melony Shemberger, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and mass communi-
cation, presented and published a paper 
in 2015, focusing on editorials published 
in Kentucky during the Civil War.
 The title of her talks and subsequent 
article was “Voices of a Border State: Edi-
torials of the Civil War Kentucky Press.”
 First, she was the guest speaker at the 
spring meeting of the Jackson Purchase 
Historical Society in April. 
 Her presentation became the basis of 
an article published in the summer 2015 
edition of the Journal of the Jackson Pur-
chase Historical Society. The article con-

centrated on west Kentucky newspapers.
 Then, Murray State’s history depart-
ment invited Shemberger to present her 
work at the History Research Forum in 
October 2015. 
 Shemberger’s 2015 scholarly endeav-
ors on Civil War editorials in Kentucky 
newspapers stem from a paper she pre-
sented at a Civil War symposium in 
November 2014 in Chattanooga, Tennes-
see.
 Here is an abstract of Shemberger’s 
work:
 In Civil War research, editorials often 
are used as anecdotal material to sup-

port or add dimension to a scholar’s argu-
ments. However, these pieces rarely have 
been warranted as texts to be examined, 
thus becoming an overlooked signature 
feature of a Kentucky Civil War newspa-
per. Kentucky’s dividing position of neu-
trality and looming Confederate invasion 
prompted editorials to shed light on the 
support given to the Confederacy or the 
Union. 
 Shemberger’s study reviewed several 
Kentucky newspapers published mostly 
in 1861 and 1862. Many of these editori-
als expressed strong pro-Union support. 
Editors were aware of the need their 

papers filled at this critical time, and as 
the war heightened in the border state, 
many wrote passionately in support of 
the Union. Yet, they did so in such a 
way that their opinions educated readers, 
regardless of which side they took or how 
they felt. 
 Civil War research will continue, but it 
is hoped that editorials published during 
this historic event will be regarded as 
more than mere anecdotes -- and recog-
nized more as a newspaper’s bold voice 
that deserves to be heard.
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 Student staff members of 
The Murray State News won 22 
awards at the annual Kentucky 
Press Association newspaper 
competition in the University 
division.
 The News placed third overall 
behind the College Heights 
Herald and the Kentucky Kernel.
 The News staff was second in 
Best Newspaper Website, third 
in Best Special Section and 
honorable mention for Best Use 
of Multi/Social Media.
 Individual winners were
Best Editorial–Carley Besser, 

second place
Best Breaking News–Meghann 

Anderson, first place
Best General News–Rebecca 

Walter, honorable mention
Best Column–Carley Besser, 

second place
Best Sports Column–Lexy Gross, 

third place
Best Sports Story–Jonathan 

Ferris, second place
Best Enterprise or Analytical 

Story–Rebecca  Walter , 
second place; Mary Bradley, 
third place

Best Ongoing Coverage–Lexy 
Gross, Meghann Anderson, 
Rebecca  Walter ,  Mary 
Bradley, second place

Best Business/Agribusiness 
News Story–Kate Russell, 
first place; Ben Manhanke, 
second place

Best Breaking News Picture–
Lori Allen, third place

Best Graphics–Ryan Richardson, 
Jared Jeseo, Kate Russell, 
Fumi Nakamura, third place

Best  Sports  Sect ion–Ryan 
Richardson, third place

Best Sports Special Section–
Ryan Richardson, honorable 
mention

Best Lifestyle Page–Savannah 
Sawyer, third place; Hunter 
Harrell, honorable mention

Best Editorial Page–Carley 
Besser, first and second 
place

Best Front Page–Lexy Gross, 
honorable mention

 In addition, JMC alumni 
won awards in their respective 
divisions:
Weekly Class 1
Best Column–Daryl Tabor, 

Crittenden Press, second 
place

 Loyd Ford, The Lake News, 
third place

Best Enterprise or Analytical 
Story–Melony Shemburger, 
Todd County Standard ,  
honorable mention

Best Sports Picture–Loyd Ford, 
first place

Best Special Section–Crittenden 
Press staff, Chris Evans, 
editor, third place

Best Graphic–Daryl Tabor, first, 
second and third place

Weekly Class III
Best Editorial–Stevie Lowery, 

Lebanon Enterprise, first 
place

Best Column–Stevie Lowery, 
second place

Best Investigative Story–Stevie 
Lowery and two others, 
second place

Best Ongoing Coverage–Lebanon 
Enterprise  staff, second 
place

Best Special Section–Lebanon 
Enterprise staff, first place

Best Editorial Page–Stevie 
Lowery, second place

Best Front Page–Stevie Lowery, 
second place

Daily 1 Class
Best Breaking News–Greg 

Travis, Murray Ledger & 
Times, second place

 John Wright, Murray Ledger 
& Times, honorable mention

Best Special Section–Ledger & 
Times staff, Greg Travis, 
editor, second place

Best Headline–John Wright, 
third place

Daily 2 Class
Best Editorial-- Jennifer Brown, 

Kentucky New Era, first  
place

Best General News Story–Alyssa 
Harvey, Daily News, second 
place

Best Column–Jennifer Brown, 
third place

Best Editorial Page–Jennifer 
Brown, first and second 
place

Associates Division
David Snow, Oak Grove Eagle 

Post
Best Breaking News Coverage–

second place
Best General News Picture–

second and third place
Best Sports Picture–honorable 

mention
Best Sports Special Section–

certificate of merit
Best Front Page–third place
Best Headline–third place

Michelle Vowell, Fort Campbell 
Courier

Best Sports Story–second place
Best Ongoing Coverage–first 

place
Best General News Picture–first 

place
Best Sports Picture Essay–first 

place
Best Special Section–second 

place
Best Front Page–second place
 The awards were announced 
at the annual meeting of the 
Kentucky Press Association in 
Louisville Jan. 23.

 David Shuffett, a 1982 radio-
TV graduate, has been named 
the 2015 Distinguished Rural 
Kentuckian by the Kentucky 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E l e c t r i c 
Cooperatives (KAEC).
 The longt ime Kentucky 
broadcaster, columnist and 
outdoors enthusiast received 
the award at KAEC’s annual 
meet ing  in  Louisv i l le  in 
November.

 T h e  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s 
outstanding individuals who 
have devoted their life to 
Kentucky in a way which 
matches the co-op mission of 
enhancing the quality of life in 
Kentucky.
 Shuffett’s television career 
has spanned more than 20 
years on Kentucky Educational 
Television, first as host of 
“Kentucky Afield: and later 

as host of “Kentucky Life”. He 
retired from that position in 
2014.
 He is also a columnist for 
KAEC’s  Kentucky  L iv ing 
M a g a z i n e .  C h r i s  P e r r y , 
president and CEO of KAEC, 
said, “Shuffett could be called 
Mr. Kentucky. His commitment 
to our state, its culture and 
its  people resonates with 
cooperative family and mission.”

 Murray State broadcasting students and 
staff won nine awards in the 2015 Kentucky AP 
Broadcasting competition announced April 24.
 In the collegiate division in TV, the students 
won three awards. Brieana Johnson took second 
place for best videographer, Paige Hoffmeister 
won second for best feature and Benjamin 
Manhanke finished third for best videographer.
 Staff members of WKMS-FM won six awards. 
Chad Lampe won first place for best special/series 
documentary, second place for best use of sound 
and first place (with John Null and Whitney 
Jones) for best political coverage.
 Jones took second place for best long sports 
feature and honorable mention for best long 

public affairs program. Null received honorable 
mention for best long enterprise reporting.
 Chad Darnall, an MSU RTV alumnus who 
works at WPSD-TV in Paducah, won six awards 
in the TV division two competition.
    He won first place (with Robert Bradfield) for 
best enterprise or investigating story. The two 
also won honorable mention in the same category.
 Darnall won first place and honorable mention 
for best feature videography. He took second place 
for best news videography, second place (with 
Mychaela Bruner) for best light news feature and 
honorable mention (with Julie Collins) for best 
hard news feature.

The News, alumni receive
Ky. Press Association awards

AP broadcasting awards announced

Shuffett named distinguished Kentuckian

John Fleischaker, an expert in open records law from Louisville, visited campus in April. He met with the editorial board 
of The Murray State News and spoke to several journalism classes.

PRSSA hosted “Home Is Where the 
Heart Is,” a community discussion 
on homelessness, as part of their 
Bateman Case Study project.  The 
Feb. 26 open forum featured panelists 
from the Gentry House in Murray. 
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 Three professors from the Arthur 
J. Bauernfeind College of Business at 
Murray State recently authored a peer 
reviewed paper that won the “Best 
Paper Award” in the Business Educa-
tion Category at the Academy of Busi-
ness Research international conference in 
Boca Raton, Fla.
 Dr. Gerry N. Muuka, interim dean, Dr. 
Bellarmine A. Ezumah, assistant pro-
fessor in the Dept. of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, and Dr. Kevin 
Qualls, assistant professor in the Dept. of 
Journalism and Mass Communications, 
wrote the winning paper titled “A Tale of 
Academic Dishonesty among Internation-
al Graduate Students: Insights from an 
AACSB and ACEJMC Accredited Busi-
ness School”. 
 Dr. Ezumah and Dr. Qualls presented 
the paper in Florida.
 Participants who voted for the best 
paper were from a total of 34 nations 
(including the U.S, Britain, Australia, 
Germany, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Poland, India, France and Italy).
 The winning paper deals with one of 
the most consequential issues in colleges 
and universities today–that of academic 
dishonesty among students. It reiterates 
the importance of academic integrity as a 
quality that accentuates the reputation of 
a school but in a deeper sense, prepares 
students for responsible citizenship.
 Their study reveals that for some inter-
national students, academic dishones-
ty transcends ethical considerations and 
touches on inherent cultural and psycho-
logical underpinnings that compel such 
students to cheat.
 One of the paper’s major recommenda-
tions for colleges and universities is for 
a shift in mind-set, among faculty and 
other key stakeholders, so that academic 
integrity among students becomes a cam-
pus-wide, all-inclusive effort that perme-

ates all major units on college campuses.
 It concludes with a proposal for the 
introduction of an Assurance of Honesty 
(AoH) Database, whose primary function 
is to ensure that constituent units on 
campuses can share data on students 
who may have cheated in other units in 
each institution. This move, it is hoped, 
will engender a robust culture of aggres-
sively molding student ethical conduct 
campus-wide.
 Dr. Gerry Muuka is the interim dean 
of the Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of 
Business. Intellectual contributions that 
include peer reviewed journal articles 
(PRJs), such as this winning paper, are 
part of a broader strategy that he and the 
six chairs in the college have re-empha-
sized in order to raise the international 
scholarly profile of the College.
 He directs the largest graduate pro-
gram at Murray State, the MBA, which 
enrolls over 200 students every semes-
ter for the last four years.  Since join-
ing Murray State University in 1994, 
Dr. Muuka has published 44 articles in 
peer-reviewed journals, and is the author 
of two books and more than 40 chapters 
in books and conference proceedings.
 He received his bachelor’s degree in 
business, Summa Cum Laude, from the 
Copperbelt University in Zambia, his 
MBA from Murray State University and 
his Ph.D. from the University of Edin-
burgh in Scotland, where he was on a 
British Commonwealth Scholarship.
 This is the fourth Best Paper Award 
for Dr. Bellarmine Ezumah since joining 
Murray State in 2011 as an assistant 
professor in the Dept. of Journalism and 
Mass Communications.  She was a Fred-
erick Douglass Scholar at Howard Uni-
versity while working on her Ph.D.  
 Her research interests center on emer-
gent technologies and social media net-
works and their impact on learning and 

communication, media effects and news 
analysis, as well as accreditation issues 
and international communications.
 She has published nine PRJs, four of 
which have been best papers at interna-
tional conferences. In addition, she has 
published four chapters in books, 10 con-
ference proceedings, and has present-
ed 14 papers at conferences in the U.S, 
Greece, and Jamaica.
 Dr. Kevin Qualls is the television pro-
duction sequence head in the Dept. of 
Journalism and Mass Communications 
where he has served as an assistant pro-
fessor since 2008. 
 He is a licensed attorney,  admitted to 
practice in Virginia and Kentucky. His 
current research interests include the 

ethical and legal issues related to social 
media, trial publicity, and estate plan-
ning for intellectual property. 
 While earning his Juris Doctorate from 
Liberty University, Dr. Qualls worked in 
the U.S. Attorney’s office in the Western 
District of Virginia where he helped pros-
ecute cases involving media and where 
evidence was media based. 
 He earned a master’s degree in jour-
nalism from Marshall University and a 
bachelor’s degree in telecommunications 
from the University of Kentucky. His 
recent article, “The answer to pretrial 
publicity is a better question” will soon be 
published in the peer-reviewed Journal of 
Criminal Justice and Legal Issues.

Chris Lovorn, regional vice president for Quad/Graphics, was one of the speakers at Gravure Day in March. This event 
allows graphic communications media students to hear and network with professionals in the print industry.

 Dr. Bella Ezumah and Dr. Kevin Qualls presented the winning paper at the ABR international 
conference in Boca Raton, Fla., in November.

Professors present “best paper” on academic dishonesty

 Dr. Bob Lochte and Elizabeth 
Thomas of the Dept. of Journal-
ism and Mass Communications 
made presentations based on 
recent research projects at the 
annual meetings of the Popu-
lar Culture Association and the 
American Culture Association in 
New Orleans in April.
 Lochte’s presentation to the 
Radio and Audio Media division 
was a video titled “WDIA –Mem-
phis: The First Radio Station 
Programmed for African Amer-
icans by African Americans.” 
It is the latest part of his ongo-
ing research about radio, disc 
jockeys and early rock ‘n’ roll 
between 1945 and 1960.
 “This is a fascinating era,” 
Lochte said. “With the decline 
of network radio, the rapid 
emergence of television and the 
expansion of radio from less 
than 1000 to more than 4000 
stations in 15 years, the indus-

try had to reinvent itself.”
 Thomas discussed “Who’s Your 
Doctor? 12 Faces, 12 Personal-
ities, ONE True Doctor” in the 
Science Fiction and Fantasy 
division. It is the latest in her 
series of studies about the pop-
ular BBC-TV science fiction pro-
gram Dr. Who.
 “This project looks at the 12 
different actors who have played 
Dr. Who,” Thomas said. “It 
compares the ones fans say are 
their favorites and the ones with 
whom they are most compatible. 
The results are most interesting.”
 Lochte is a professor and chair 
of the department where he has 
been on the faculty since 1988. 
 Thomas is a lecturer, head of 
the public relations major and 
faculty adviser for the Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America chapter. She has taught 
public relations and advertising 
in the department since 2010.

Lochte, Thomas share 
research at spring convention
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Media professionals participating in October’s 
Meet the Pros included, front row (from left):  
Robert Norsworthy, Tab Brockman, Jamie Futrell, 
Kim Hamby, Dana Howard, Alichia Sawitoski, Mi-
randa Ochsner, Mealand Ragland-Hudgins, back 
row (from left):  Debbie Lee, Carrie Dillard, Lori 
Barrett, Jeremy McKeel, Dave Washburn, Denham 
Rogers,  and Kristen Pace.

 JMC majors had the oppor-
tunity to learn from area media 
professionals during the depart-
ment’s annual Meet the Pros 
event held on Oct. 8.
 Students attended a panel dis-
cussion conducted by profession-
als working in areas related to 
their major. 
 Following the panel discus-
sion, students participated in a 
speed interviewing session with 

the visiting professionals. 
 Advertising majors were able 
to interact with Jamie Futrell, 
general manager, Bristol Broad-
casting, Paducah; Miranda Ochs-
ner, media planner, The Buntin 
Group, Nashville, Tenn.; Robert 
Norsworthy, executive in resi-
dence, Murray State University: 
Alichia Sawitoski, digital direc-
tor, SMG Performance Market-
ing, Chicago; and Dave Wash-

burn, vice president of operations, 
FLW Outdoors, Benton, Ky.
 Graphic Communications Me-
dia majors met with Denham 
Rogers, advertising assistant, 
Hutson, Inc., Murray, and Kris-
ten Pace, junior web/graphic de-
signer, G/O Digital, Nashville, 
Tenn.
 Journalism students were able 
to talk with Mealand Ragland, 
reporter, The Tennessean, Nash-

ville, Tenn.; Lori Barrett, news 
assignment manager, WPSD-TV; 
and Carrie Dillard, news editor, 
the Paducah Sun. 
 Public Relations majors met 
with Tab Brockman, superin-
tendent, Hopkinsville Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
Hopkinsville, Ky.; Kim Hamby, 
public relations director/media 
instructor, Mayfield Independent 
Schools, Mayfield, Ky.; Dana 

Howard, social media manager, 
Murray State University; and 
Debbie Lee, West Kentucky Ed-
ucational Cooperative.
 Television Production students 
were able to talk with Stepha-
nie Elder, adjunct instructor, 
Murray State; Jeremy McKeel, 
director, Digital Media Services, 
Murray State; and Dave Winder, 
assistant athletic director-media 
relations, Murray State.

Media professionals share insight with JMC seniors

 Marion Hale, administrative 
assistant for the Department 
o f  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, and Dr. Don 
Robertson, vice president of 
student affairs, shared the 
honor of best MSU staff member 
in the annual Best of Murray 
survey done by the staff of The 
Murray State News.
 Robertson, a member of the 
staff since 1991, works with 
all areas of student activity, 
including the Greek system, 
Student Government and the 
Residential Colleges.
 Hale  j o ined  MSU as  a 
secretary in the College of Fine 
Arts and Communications. 
She also worked for the college 
after the reorganization made it 
the Fine Arts and Humanities 
College.
 In the JMC Department, 
she works with 17 faculty/
s ta f f  members  f rom f ive 
different majors. She also gives 
administrative support to The 
Murray State News, MSU TV 11 

and the student organizations in 
the majors.
 She works directly with 
several special events including 
the JMC high school workshop, 
the professionals dinner and the 
annual JMC Honors Banquet.
 The department, with about 
380 majors and 35 graduate 
s t u d e n t s ,  i s  n a t i o n a l l y 
accredited by the Accrediting 
C o u n c i l  f o r  E d u c a t i o n 
in  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications.
 Hale has served several terms 
on the MSU Staff Congress. She 
was a member of International 
Association of Administrative 
P r o f e s s i o n a l s  ( f o r m e r l y 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e c r e t a r i e s 
International) ,  serving as 
secretary,  v ice  president , 
president elect and president for 
the Murray chapter and for the 
state organization.
 She is a member of Grace 
Notes, a women’s group of choir 
members from Grace Baptist 
Church.

Hale chosen best employee
in campus survey

Phi Kappa Phi inducts JMC members

PR Class hosts Real World Market
 Public relations students 
hosted the Real World Market, 
an open fair featuring MSU’s 
experiential learning opportuni-
ties, on April 7.
 Students in JMC 444–PR 
Strategies: Tools & Trends used 
the skills they learned in class 
to plan, coordinate and publi-
cize the Real World Market as a 
way to promote the University’s 
Quality Enhancement Plan. At 
the event, offices and depart-
ments displayed the experien-
tial learning opportunities they 
have available, as well as stu-
dent work resulting from expe-

riential learning. The music 
department had an ensemble 
performing and the institute 
of engineering exhibited a 3D 
printer.
 Students had the opportuni-
ty to learn more about experi-
ence-rich activities offered by 
their departments. Information 
about education abroad, ser-
vice learning, undergraduate 
research and internships was 
available.
 Lauren Ruser,  a senior 
majoring in public relations, 
was the JMC 444 class ’s 
account executive. She was the 

project supervisor and coordi-
nated contact between offic-
es/departments and others in 
the class. The class was divid-
ed into social media, signage, 
public relations, catering, and 
event planning teams.
 “Experiential learning at 
Murray State is extremely 
important because it gives stu-
dents hands-on learning expe-
rience that is extremely appli-
cable to the real world,” said 
Ruser, who volunteered to be 
account executive. “It’s some-
thing we can utilize in real life.”

 Three JMC students and a 
professor were among 61 new 
members initiated in April 2015 
into Murray State’s chapter of 
the Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the most prestigious inter-
disciplinary academic honor 
society on campus.
 Students tapped to join were 
Jenna D. Ross, Alissa H. Som-
merfeldt and Brandon M. Story. 
JMC professor, Dr. Allen White, 

also was initiated.
  Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s 
oldest and most selective colle-
giate honor society for all aca-
demic disciplines. Membership 
is by invitation only to the top 
10 percent of seniors and grad-
uate students and 7.5 percent 
of juniors. Faculty, profession-
al staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction 
also qualify. 

 Dr. Melony Shemberger, 
assistant professor in the JMC 
department, serves as the chap-
ter’s vice president. She serves 
a two-year appointment to the 
national organization’s Forum 
magazine advisory council. 
 Phi Kappa Phi recognized 
Shemberger in December 2015 
as its “Volunteer Spotlight” for 
her dedication to the honor soci-
ety.
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Doc McGaughey visits with JMC alumni at Tent City during the Homecoming festivities each year.  Pictured from left: Dr. 
Bob Jackson, Murray State Foundation president;  Amanda Saunders, 2006 advertising alumna; and McGaughey.  The date 
for the 2016 Homecoming is Oct. 29.

Howard, social media manager, 
Murray State University; and 
Debbie Lee, West Kentucky Ed-
ucational Cooperative.
 Television Production students 
were able to talk with Stepha-
nie Elder, adjunct instructor, 
Murray State; Jeremy McKeel, 
director, Digital Media Services, 
Murray State; and Dave Winder, 
assistant athletic director-media 
relations, Murray State.

Media professionals share insight with JMC seniors

Shemberger, Wright
demonstrate social media

 Bob Valentine, senior lecturer 
in  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, has been 
selected as Murray State’s “Best 
Faculty Member” in the Best of 
Murray student poll conducted 
by The Murray State News.
 This marks the fourth year 
in a row he has won the honor. 
This year, however, he tied with 
visiting distinguished professor 
of nonprofit leadership, Robert 
Long.
 Long began his teaching 
career at Murray State in 2008 
after a career in the nonprofit 
and philanthropic fields.
 A member of the MSU faculty 
since 1974, Valentine teaches in 
advertising and the beginning 
course for all majors in the 
department.
 He has taught in theatre and 
served as guest director for both 
the MSU Theatre and Murray’s 
Community Theatre (Playhouse 
in the Park).
 He  began  h i s  t each ing 
career at the University of 
Kentucky, where he earned 
his  undergraduate degree 
in history and his master’s 
degree in communications.  
He then served as lecturer in 
communications before coming 
to Murray State to teach speech 
courses and serve as the director 
of forensics.
 His debate team won the 
national title in 1982 and 
captured many event trophies 
during his years as the debate 
coach.
 He left teaching for several 
years to start several companies, 
i n c l u d i n g  T h e a t r e  A r t s 
Enterprises, Medical Claims 
Services and Prologue, LLC (the 
book publishing division).   
 Valentine returned to full-time 
teaching in 1999 with a split 

load between JMC and Theatre.  
In 2001 he became co-head of 
Elizabeth Residential College 
with Bob McGaughey and served 
as the head from 2003-07.
 As college head, he set up 
and taught many sessions in 
the residence hall and he and 
McGaughey taught the first for-
credit course in the residential 
college.
 He has taught for many years 
in the annual JMC High School 
Journalism and Broadcasting 
Workshop. He and McGaughey 
have  done  workshops  in 
advertising, public relations and 
communications since 1978.
 The two have also entertained 
thousands in the mid-South with 
their two-man stand-up comedy 
act, “Dr. Trey and Dr. Vee.”
 He was recognized for his 
outstanding teaching when 
he received the 2009 Regents 
Teaching Award for the College 
of Business. He was recognized 
for his contributions to the arts 
when he won the Betty Lowry 
Award for leadership in the 
support of the arts in 1992 by 
the Murray-Calloway Chamber 
of Commerce.
 The  ed i tor /pub l i sher  o f 
Murray Life Magazine, he is the 
author of two books, The Medical 
Money Mess and Seasons (2009).
 He is known for his portrayal 
of Mark Twain, Thomas Edison, 
Nathan B. Stubblefield and 
Rainey T. Wells.
 He also performs at Scottish 
games throughout the U. S. and 
has a CD of Scottish stories, “I’ll 
Take the Low Road.”
 Valentine says his motivation 
for teaching is seeing his 
students succeed both in the 
classroom and later in life and 
know he may have influenced 
their accomplishments.

 Dr. Bob McGaughey, retired 
p r o f e s s o r  a n d  c h a i r m a n 
emeritus of the Department 
o f  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, received the 
Golden Horseshoe award Oct. 
9 at the dinner for the Golden 
Anniversary of the graduating 
class of 1965.
 MSU President Bob Davies 
presented the award on behalf 
of the MSU Alumni Association, 
citing McGaughey’s years of 
service and support of the 
University.
 McGaughey, a member of 
the last graduating class of 
Murray State College, and Bob 
Valentine, senior instructor in 
the JMC department, were the 
speakers at the dinner.
 McGaughey received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Murray State and his 
doctorate from Ohio University.
 He joined the MSU faculty 
in 1969 as the adviser to The 
M u r r a y  S t a t e  N e w s  a n d 
journal ism instructor .  He 
became department chairman in 
1974.
 He retired in 1997 after 
27 years and 23 years as the 
chairman. He then taught part 
time and worked with the BIS 
program in MSU’s Continuing 

Education unit until December 
2010. 
 McGaughey has received 
several awards/honors for his 
work at Murray State.  He won 
the Max Carman Outstanding 
Teacher of Year in 1984 and 
was named the Distinguished 
Pro fessor  by  the  Alumni 
Association in 1990.
 Selected  e ight  t imes  to 
attend the International Radio 
and Television Society (IRTS) 
faculty-industry seminar in 
New York City, he was named 
the Frank Stanton Fellow as 
the distinguished broadcast 
educator in the U.S. by the 
IRTS.
 He was named Boss of the 
Year by the Murray chapter 
of the Professional Secretaries 
International in 1989, the 
Distinguished Organization 
Adviser by Omicron Delta 
Kappa in 1997 and as one of 
the Outstanding Teachers in 
America in 1996-97.
 He received a special award 
from the  Kentucky Press 
Association for service upon his 
retirement in 1997. He served 
two terms as the educational 
representative to the KPA board 
of directors and 10 years as 
executive director of the West 

Kentucky Press Association.
    His other honors include being 
named to “Personalities of the 
South,” International Men of the 
Year,” “Who’s Who in America,” 
“Who’s Who in the South and 
S o u t h w e s t , ”  “ W h o ’ s  W h o 
Among American Teachers,” 
“Who’s Who in the Media and 
Communications,” “Who’s Who 
Registry of Business Leaders,” 
and “Men of Achievement.” In 
2012 he was inducted into the 
Kentucky Journalism Hall of 
Fame.
 An honor graduate of Murray 
State’s ROTC program, he 
served two years on active duty 
and 18 years with the 100th 
Army Reserve Division. He 
retired in 1985 with the rank 
of major.  His nine ribbons and 
medals include the Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Air Medal 
and the Vietnamese Service 
Medal.
 He may be best known for 
his work with fellow professor 
and close friend, Bob Valentine. 
The two have done workshops 
in communications,  public 
relations and advertising and 
their two-man comedy act since 
1978. McGaughey was named 
to “Who’s Who in American 
Entertainment in 1991 and 1995.

Valentine named
best faculty member

McGaughey receives
Golden Horseshoe award

Homecoming is Oct. 29, 2016. Visit us at Tent City!

 Two faculty members in the 
JMC department presented a 
pedagogical method at the Jour-
nalism Interactive Conference 
on Journalism Education and 
Digital Media held in April at 
the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism.
 Dr. Melony Shemberger and 
Leigh Wright, both assistant 
professors in the JMC depart-
ment, presented “#TestReview: 
Using Social Media as a Digital 
Study Guide.”

 Their pedagogical method 
focused on how social media 
could help students study for 
course examinations. The prac-
tice uses Twitter and Storify to 
help students recall information 
more effectively.
 Participants in the confer-
ence session tweeted a mock test 
review.
 Shemberger and Wright also 
presented at Kentucky Pedagog-
icon Conference held May 22 at 
Eastern Kentucky University.
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 Dr. Marcie Hinton, associate 
professor in the Department 
o f  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, is co-author 
of the third edition of Applied 
Public Relations: Cases in 
Stakeholder Management.
 H i n t o n  h a d  b e e n  a 
contributing writer in the first 
two editions of the book, which 
serves as a public relations case 
study book for upperclass and 
graduate students in public 
relations. Her co-author is Kathy 
Richardson, provost at Berry 
College, Rome, Ga.
 “The book provides readers 
with the opportunity to observe 
and analyze how contemporary 
businesses and organizations 
interact with key groups and 
influences,” according to the 
introduction to the book.
 A member of the MSU faculty 
since 2013, Hinton uses the 
text in the capstone course 
for public relations majors, 
Advanced Public Relations.  She 
also teaches two other public 
relations courses and a section 
of Contemporary Mass Media, 
the required introduction course 
for all JMC majors, and the 
graduate course of Seminar in 
Public Relations.
 “I believe case studies are a 
great active learning technique 

in any classroom. I use them in 
most of my classes and enjoy the 
methodology in my research too,” 
Hinton said 
 She received her bachelor’s 
degree in journalism/mass 
communications from Samford 
University, her master’s degree 
in journalism from Murray State 
University and her doctorate 
in communications from the 
University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville.
 Hinton worked with co-author 
Richardson at Berry College.  
She was also a faculty member 
at Middle Tennessee University 
and Loras College in Dubuque, 
Iowa, before arriving at Murray 
State.
 Hinton’s cases in the second 
edition of the book were focused 
on activists and global citizens, 
but when Richardson’s co-author 
retired, she tapped Hinton to 
expand her role in the book.
 “I was delighted my mentor 
asked me to co-author the book. 
It was a real honor and I really 
enjoyed writing the cases and 
contacting professionals to write 
brief insights as a part of the 
book,” Hinton said.
 The book is Hinton’s latest 
publication. Her work has also 
appeared in such journals as the 
New Madrid Journal, American 

Journal ism ,  Internat ional 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  R e s e a r c h 
Journal and the Media Issue of 
Race, Gender and Class Journal.
 She  has  more  than  20 
presentations at professional 
meetings/conferences, including 
Midwest Association of Public 
Opinion, College Art Association, 
Associat ion for  Education 
in  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications,  Southern 
S t a t e s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Association, Women in Higher 
Education, American Journalism 
Historian Association and the 
Popular Culture Association of 
the South.
 Her media experience includes 
public relations with Samford 
University and as assistant 
editor for the Southern Living 
trade publications. She also 
worked at Schroeder Publishing 
(American Quilters Society) in 
Paducah while she worked on 
her master’s degree at Murray 
State.
 Hinton remains active in the 
industry by working with artists 
to promote their work and 
participating as a member of 
the Nashville chapter of Public 
Relations Society of America.
 The public relations case study 
book was published in March.

 Dr. Bob Lochte, JMC dept. 
chair, was the featured speak-
er at the University’s Feb. 11 
Brown-Bag Lunch. The lunch 
is sponsored by the Provost and 
provides an opportunity for fac-
ulty to share their research with 
their peers.
 Lochte’s presentation was 
WDIA – Memphis: The First 
Radio Station Programmed for 
African Americans by African 
Americans. 
 The presentation chronicled 
how a new 250-watt AM day-
timer with limited capital had 

very little chance of success in 
Memphis, the second largest 
city in the South, in 1947. When 
the owners decided to target the 
large African American popula-
tion, the WDIA audience grew 
rapidly and the station reached 
number two in the ratings in 
less than two years. In the pro-
cess, WDIA created a format 
which was imitated in markets 
across the South and beyond and 
became a training ground for 
African American radio person-
alities.

Hinton co-authors textbook

Lochte informs crowd of 
African American radio’s origins

Shemberger named Provost Teaching Fellow

Public Relations majors attend
national PRSSA conference

Dr. Bob Lochte covered the origins of African American radio in the late 1940s 
as part of the University’s Brown-Bag Lunch series.

Alissa Sommerfeldt (from left), Madeleine Loftis, and Gisselle Hernandez repre-
sented Murray State at the PRSSA national conference in Atlanta in November.

By Madeline Loftis
 Public relations students trav-
eled to Atlanta to attend the Pub-
lic Relations Student Society of 
America National Conference.
 Alissa Sommerfeldt, junior 
from Owensboro, Ky., Gisselle 
Hernandez, senior from Orange 
Walk, Belize and Madeleine Lof-
tis, senior from Louisville, Ky., 
represented Murray’s public re-
lations program. 
 The conference is “the largest 
congregation of public relations 
students in the country,” accord-
ing to the PRSSANC website. 
Students were instructed to come 
prepared to network with pro-
fessionals and PRSSA members 

from around the country and get 
ready to learn from a wide vari-
ety of sessions tailored to their 
career goals and professional in-
terests. 
 Hernandez said she enjoyed 
the speakers from Coca-Cola, 
General Motors, Carnival Cruis-
es, the American Red Cross and 
the Atlanta Braves. 
 “My favorite part of the con-
ference was listening to Scott 
Williamson, Coca-Cola’s head of 
public affairs. His advice to suc-
ceed in the industry was really 
beneficial, and it was an honor 
to listen to such a successful man 
in public relations,” Sommerfeldt 
said. 

 The three students even got the 
opportunity to meet and speak 
to Jim Cantore of the Weather 
Channel. Hernandez was espe-
cially excited for the opportunity 
because he had visited her home-
town of Orange Walk before. 
  “I think the students gained 
new perspectives on all the op-
portunities available in corpo-
rate PR today. Nearly 80 percent 
of employment opportunities in 
PR are with corporations, so hav-
ing the chance to meet heads of 
industry and learn from success-
ful media and PR professionals 
is simply invaluable,” said Eliz-
abeth Thomas, public relations 
lecturer and PRSSA advisor.

 Dr.  Melony Shemberger, 
assistant professor of journal-
ism and mass communication, 
was named a Provost’s Facul-
ty Teaching Fellow for 2015-17. 
Three Murray State faculty were 
selected for the opportunity. 
 Each year, fellows present fall 
and spring workshops, and write 
two newsletters and two articles 
(one per semester). Their ideas 

hopefully will help other faculty 
on campus. Fellows receive a sti-
pend of $1,000 per year, as well 
as an additional $250 per year 
for materials.
 The program is made up of 
five areas, and faculty may 
apply to one of them: under-
graduate research, experiential 
learning; e-learning and dis-
tance education; course redesign 

and pedagogy; and educational 
grants
 Shemberger was selected in 
the course redesign and pedago-
gy area. For the fall 2015 semes-
ter, she presented a workshop 
titled “Journal Writing to Con-
nect and Engage Students.” Her 
article addressed how faculty 
could teach students profession-
alism in the classroom.

photo provided
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John Dillon

James Carter

 Stephanie Elder, adjunct 
lecturer in the Department 
o f  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, has received 
the Vincent T. Wasilewski 
A w a r d  s c h o l a r s h i p  f r o m 
the National Association of 
Broadcasters and the Broadcast 
Education Association (BEA).
 She will receive the award at 
the BEA National Conference in 
April in Las Vegas. The $4,000 
scholarship will go toward her 
doctorate, which she is pursuing 
in  educat ion  in  P20 and 
community leadership through 
Murray State. She is a member 
of the inaugural cohort of the 
program.
 She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in electronic journalism 
and her master’s degree in mass 
communication from Murray 
State.
 As adjunct ,  she teaches 
introduction to advertising, 

public relations principles and 
reporting for broadcast and 
online media.
 In  addit ion ,  she  serves 
as  ATEAM tutor /mentor /
interventionist (AmeriCore) at 
the Calvert City Elementary 
School. She had previously 
worked there as a special 
e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l 
assistant.
 Elder has a wide and varied 
communications background. 
She started as a news producer/
assignment editor for KOB-
TV in Albuquerque, N.M., 
in 2004 where her morning 
newscast was first in the New 
Mexico Broadcasting Society 
competition,.
 She  worked  as  a  news 
producer/assignment editor 
at  WPSD-TV in  Paducah 
before taking a position as 
entertainment specialist for 
Harrah’s Casino and Hotel in 

Metropolis. There she planned 
and promoted concerts and 
special events.
 Her next position was with 
the American Cancer Society 
in Paducah, where she worked 
as community representative 
before becoming the area 
director.  There she earned 
several honors for her work, 
including Top Fundraiser in 
Kentucky and the All-American 
Award.
 She then worked as an 
account executive with All Good 
Media in Paducah before moving 
to her education positions.
 At Murray State, Elder was 
a member of Alpha Epsilon 
Rho, president of the National 
Broadcasting Society and public 
relations chair Alpha Omicron 
Pi sorority.
 She now serves on the JMC 
department’s advisory board.

Elder receives NAB, BEA scholarship

Hinton encourages study abroad
By Gisselle Hernandez 
 Traveling abroad is on many 
college students’ bucket lists–
selfie with the Eiffel Tower, 
skiing in the Swiss Alps, walk-
ing on the streets of London– 
but traveling, like most things, 
requires money and an open 
mind. 
 Marcie Hinton, associate pro-
fessor of public relations, is the 
study abroad ambassador for the 
Dept. of Journalism and Mass 
Communications. Being a study 
abroad ambassador, and also the 
Center for Cooperative Study 
Abroad (an outside study abroad 
consortium Murray State is a 
member of) campus represen-
tative, Hinton helps students 
accomplish their goals of study-
ing in a new country for college 
credit with the experience of 
culture immersion as an added 
bonus.  
 When Melanie McCallon Seib, 
director of education abroad, 
nominated Hinton for the posi-
tion as the CCSA representative 
earlier this year, Hinton was a 
“natural fit” to join the govern-
ing committee for CCSA. 
 “When the president formally 
appointed her, she was ready for 
the role. She came to MSU ready 
for the role,” McCallon Seib said.  
“The Education Abroad Office 
couldn’t be happier with the 
partnership between MSU Edu-
cation Abroad and Dr. Hinton. 
She has been an amazing cheer-
leader for CCSA and for educa-
tion abroad in general.”

 The CCSA program offers 
short-term studying abroad 
opportunities. “Murray State 
makes studying abroad as easy 
as possible,” she said. “I feel part 
of our mission is to create glob-
al citizens, so I intend to annoy 
every student and colleague to 
think about how they add study 
abroad to the educational goals.”
 Hinton said she did not discov-
er her love for traveling abroad 
until it was her master’s degree 
graduation gift in 1996. She said 
she enjoyed traveling across the 
south in the U.S. when she was 
employed by Southern Living 
Magazine, but was really bitten 
by the travel bug on that first 
trip oversees.
 Hinton has traveled abroad 
more than nine times, mostly 
to England and Italy, claiming 
Italy has her heart with its cul-
ture and cuisines. 
 Over the Winter Break, she 
will be conducting a study 
abroad in London titled “Abbey 
Road to Downton Abbey: The 
British Invasion as a U.S. Media 
Phenomenon.”  The program is 
for JMC students specifically. 
They will be visiting landmarks 
in London from December 26 to 
January 8. These tourist sites 
will be affiliated with the course 
work and also a fun sightseeing 
experience for students. 
 Being immersed in an entirely 
new culture can prove to be diffi-
cult for some students who have 
different levels of culture shock. 
Hinton, however, suggests going 

“all in” will help students over-
come it, and will eventually find 
themselves not wanting to leave 
the country when the program is 
over. 
 “It’s hard to get out of that 
comfort zone [going abroad] and 
a lot of students doing this are 
first time travelers,” Hinton 
said. “You got to keep working 
through that and know that part 
of every trip is also love for com-
ing home; you really appreciate 
home once you go somewhere 
else and the key is to know you 
aren’t going to be there forever 
and try to throw yourself in.”
 Alissa Sommerfeldt, junior 
from Owensboro, Ky., is one of 
the students who will be attend-
ing the winter program. Som-
merfeldt said she has a fear of 
flying, so this experience might 
assist in that area.
 “I have neglected to study 
abroad before because I hate fly-
ing,” she said. “I hope to gain 
courage from this experience to 
travel to experience another cul-
ture. I am excited to see where it 
takes me.” 
 Hinton said this is a great 
opportunity for students to gain 
insight and not just college cred-
it. Students will never be able 
to travel with a bunch of people 
the same age for this price and 
have just enough leadership to 
feel safe but enough freedom to 
explore as well, she said. 
 “I love creating travel addicts,” 
she said.  
 

 Dr. John Dillon, retired 
professor in Journalism and 
Mass Communications, died 
Dec. 28, 2014, at Murray-
Calloway County Hospital.  
A memorial service was held 
Dec. 31 at the Imes Funeral 
Home in Murray.
 Dillon had retired from 
teaching at Murray State as 
a full professor with 27 years 
in 2011. He was survived by 
his wife, Alice, and a sister 
and brother-in-law, Eileen 
and John Buttacoli of Queens, 
New York.
 He was born in upper 
Manhattan, New York City, 
in 1954. 
 He had attended Lehman 
College of the City University 
of New York, proceeding 
to complete his master’s 
degree in journalism at the 
University  o f  Missouri -
Co lumbia  in  1979 .  He 
earned his doctorate from 
the University of Southern 
Illinois-Carbondale in 1991.
 D i l l on  taught  in  the 
areas of mass media theory, 
journalism and new media, 
and authored or co-authored 
nearly two dozen published 
scholarly articles in the field 
of mass communications, in 
addition to several regional 
and national presentations.
 In 2007 he co-authored a 
book, Christianity Online: 
R e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  D a 

Vinci Code as Impression 
Management, published by 
Cambria Press.
 An outstanding classroom 
teacher, he was the recipient 
of MSU Regents Teaching 
Award in 1992 and was 
nominated several times for 
the Max Carman Outstanding 
Teacher Award.
 H e  h a d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
experience as a television 
news producer and reporter 
in the cities of  Dayton, 
Ohio; Green Bay, Wis.; and 
Greenville, N.C. He also 
worked  in  Washington , 
D.C., as press secretary to 
Congressman Allen Ertel 
(D-PA) in the early 1980s.  
 H i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
organizations included the 
Radio-Television  Digital 
News Association, Broadcast 
Educator’s Association and 
the Association for Education 
in Journalism and Mass 
Communications.
 In addition to his teaching 
and research, he directed 
news students with MSU-
TV 11 for 17 years and was 
adviser to the Sigma Delta 
Chi chapter.
 He was named Faculty 
F e l l o w  b y  E l i z a b e t h 
Residential College for his 
work with the students there 
and was a contributor to the 
Humane Society and the Ham 
Radio Club.

 James Fields (Jim) Car-
ter, 57, of Murray, died Feb. 
13, 2015, at the Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center in 
Nashville, Tenn.
 Carter served as vice presi-
dent of institutional advance-
ment at Murray State.
 Carter was born March 16, 
1957 in Owensboro, Ky., to the 
late James L. and Anna Taylor 
Carter. 
 He was a member of the 
Journey Church in Murray. 
Jim was the MSU Bass An-
glers’ adviser and a member of 
K.E.T. Friends Board, Board 
of International Entertain-
ment Buyers’ Association, 
board member for Indepen-
dence Bank in Murray, Coun-
try Music Association, Murray 
Calloway County Economic 
Development Corporation, 

iModules Strategic Advisory 
Board, board of CASE-KY, 
the board chair of the Mur-
ray Convention & Business 
Bureau and he was Pi Kappa 
Alpha Advisor. 
 He is survived by his wife, 
Debbie Emerson Carter of 
Murray; two children, Austin 
Emerson Carter of Murray 
and Amanda Story, husband 
D.J. of Evansville, Ind. and a 
grandson, Carter Kent Story. 
 His funeral service was held 
Feb. 18, 2015 in Lovett Audi-
torium.
 Expressions of sympathy 
may take the form of do-
nations to: Carter Kid’s on 
Campus Fund, c/o Murray 
State University Foundation. 
Condolences are available at 
www.imesfh.com.

DEATHS
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From the chair:
 It’s the end of another year 
filled with successes and points 
o f  p r i d e 
here in the 
D e p a r t -
m e n t  o f 
Journalism 
and Mass 
C o m m u -
nications. 
Y o u  c a n 
read more 
about these 
elsewhere 
in the Journal, but let me men-
tion a few briefly.
 Probably the big news of the 
year was the recommendation 
of the ACEJMC site visit team 
to reaffirm accreditation for the 
Advertising, Journalism, Pub-
lic Relations, and Television 
Production majors. The team 

was very complimentary in its 
report, and it was one of the 
most positive I have ever read. 
 This is the sixth time the 
department has earned or 
retained this honor–the ini-
tial accreditation and first two 
reviews under Doc McGaughey’s 
tenure, the fourth under Dr. 
Jeanne Scafella, and the last 
two during my watch. We are 
most gratified.
 Our students are once again 
among the best at Murray State 
University, as measured by the 
invitations to be listed in Who’s 
Who. For the second year in a 
row we had 14 of our top stu-
dents to be honored for their 
scholarship, professional media 
experiences, and service to the 
university community. 
 To put this in context, we had 

more than half the candidates 
from the Arthur J. Bauernfeind 
College of Business, and there 
are five other academic units in 
the college. We have about 3 per-
cent of the students enrolled at 
Murray State University, yet we 
had 15 percent of those who will 
be listed in Who’s Who this year.
 Our outstanding faculty is 
getting the attention it deserves 
from around the nation. This 
year Dr. Bella Ezumah, Dr. 
Kevin Qualls, and Ms. Leigh 
Wright have each won awards 
for their scholarship and aca-
demic and applied research. 
They have been invited to make 
presentations or lead panels of 
experts at some of the most pres-
tigious academic conferences in 
the field.
 As we get close to Dec. 31, 

should you wish to make a final 
year-end contribution to the 
department, I have two sugges-
tions. 
 The JMC Graduate Student 
Scholarship is one of the few 
university funding sources for 
the growing number of students 
in our MA/MS program that now 
includes a Public Relations con-
centration. We are able to award 
one $500 scholarship a year and 
would like to increase both the 
amount and number of awards. 
 And the McGaughey Tech-
nology Fund provides matching 
funds that are often required to 
get external grants to purchase 
the computers, software, digi-
tal photography and television 
equipment that our students 
need for career preparation. 
Stephen Crouch in the Office 

of Development can assist with 
your donations. I thank you in 
advance for your contribution. 
 Now, a personal note. After 28 
years in the department, the last 
eight as chair, I’ll be retiring at 
the end of the academic year in 
June 2016. The department will 
spend the spring semester mak-
ing decisions about a new chair 
and directions for JMC in the 
future. 
 It’s a very good team, and I 
have no doubt the tradition of 
excellence will continue. I’ve 
enjoyed my tenure here, espe-
cially the opportunity to serve 
you, our many alumni. 
 Happy New Year!  

Bob Lochte
chair

Name:                                                       Major:                Year graduated:         

Address:                                                      Telephone numbers:

City:                        State:        Zip Code:                Home: (   )__________________

e-mail:                              Business: (   )__________________

Place of Employment (optional):                                         Title:                                

Other information for JMC Journal: 

 

Department of Journalism & Mass Communications
114 Wilson Hall
Murray, KY 42071-3311

e-mail: alumni@jmcjournal.org
http://www.murraystate.edu/jmc
270-809-2387

Please let us know if your address changes

Many have made generous donations to 
the JMC Endowment Fund and/or the 
JMC General Fund. Your support has 
made it possible for us to offer a quality 
education to our students in advertising, 
graphic communications management, 
journalism, public relations and TV pro-
duction. Thank you for being a vital part of 
our team.

 Bob Valentine, senior lecturer in the 
Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, produced the script for 
“Mark Twain Remembers” at the Amelia 
Community Theatre in Fernandina Beach, 
Fla., Sept 17-19.
 Valentine, who has done a one-man show 
on Twain for many years, was contacted by 
Don Maley about the use of a script for his 
one-man show about Twain in early 2015.
 Maley, a Murray State alumnus with 
master’s degrees in communications and 
music, had seen Valentine perform the 
Twain role and had always admired the way 
Twain told stories and evoked the past.
 He said that local theatre producers were 
asking him to attempt the role to kick off 
their 2015 fall season at Amelia Community 
Theatre.
 Valentine agreed to create a new script 
for Maley.  The two had worked together on 
stage over the course of many years as fellow 
actors and sometimes with Valentine in the 
role of director.
 “I knew Don to be a very hard-working 

actor who has great respect for every role.  
I thought he needed a script that would 
use his talents fully and, after 40 years of 
performing a similar script, I thought I could 
give him one that would work well,” said 
Valentine.
 Valentine sent portions of the script to 
Maley beginning last spring and finally 
sent a completed script July 4, 2015. By 
then, Maley was already working with 
director Ron Kurtz to develop his own Twain 
characterization.
 Director, actor and playwright did not meet 
until the opening weekend of the play. “We 
had been corresponding for months,” said 
Valentine, “but I was not prepared for the 
reaction of the audience and the energy Don 
was able to put into the performance.  I had 
never seen Mark Twain on stage before, and 
it was a terrific experience, to say the least.”
 Maley noted, “’Mark Twain Remembers’ 
not only reacquaints us with the author,  
lecturer and humorist who has enriched our 
cultural identify with laughter and insight 
for well over a century, but introduces us to 

Samuel L. Clemens, the suitor, husband and 
widower, whose capacity for love and grief 
so touchingly characterizes our collective 
human identities, through letters shared 
with only his closest friends,”
 The Twain performance by Maley ran on 
stage through Oct. 3.
   A faculty member since 1974,Valentine 
has been recognized for his outstanding 
teaching when he received the Regents 
Teaching Award for the College of Business 
in 2009 and as the Outstanding Teacher in 
the student poll by The Murray State News 
for the past three years.
 H e  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  s e v e r a l 
movies:“Borderlines,” “Revelation Trail,’ 
and a film version of “Leonard’s Losers. In 
addition to his work as Thomas Edison and 
Mark Twain, he has portrayed Nathan B. 
Stubblefield and Rainey Wells in public 
television documentaries.
 H e  a n d  f e l l o w  p r o f e s s o r ,  D r . 
Bob McGaughey,  do  workshops  on 
communications and their two-man standup 
act of “Dr. Trey and Dr. Vee.” Valentine as Twain

Valentine writes “Mark Twain Remembers” script
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