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by Bob McGaughey
 The top students in their 
respective programs in the 
Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communications 
were honored at the annual 
departmental banquet April 
29.
 They were Janie Stenberg, 
advertising; Allan Simpson, 
graphic communications 
media; Ryan Richardson, 
j o u r n a l i s m ;  B l a k e 
McReynolds, public relations; 
Allison Crawford, television 
product ion ;  and  Br ian 
Truskey, graduate program.
 Stenberg  worked  as 
a sales rep and then as 
advertising sales manager 
for The Murray State News. 
She was vice president of 
both the Ads Club and the 
Market ing /Management 
Club.
 She was a member of 
Gamma Beta Phi, National 
S o c i e t y  o f  C o l l e g i a t e 
Scholars, Omicron Delta 
Kappa. This summer she 
interned with BBDO in New 
York City.
 An honors student with a 
3.81 grade-point average, she 
was named the Kappa Tau 
Alpha Top Scholar.
 S i m p s o n ,  a  g r a p h i c 
communica t i ons  med ia 
major from Mayfield, was a 
transfer from WKCTC.
 His internship with United 
Systems and Software in 
Benton became a fulltime job 
this year. He works with web 
development.
 Richardson worked as a 
copy editor, photographer, 

online editor and sports 
editor  for  The Murray 
State News. He also had 
i n t e r n s h i p s  w i t h  T h e 
McKenzie (Tenn.) Banner 
and the Dresden (Tenn.) 
Enterprise in both design and 
in news/sports.
 He was a member of the 
MSU Honors  Program, 
serving as vice president. He 
was president of Omicron 
Delta Kappa.
 In the summer of 2013 he 
participated in the Study 
Abroad program at Kings 
College-Hampstead Campus 
in London.
 A n  h o n o r s  s t u d e n t , 
M c R e y n o l d s  h a d 
internships with the Murray 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and  the  Po int 
Incorporated and interned 
with an Omnicom company 
this summer in Dallas.
 She held several offices 
with her sorority, Alpha 
Omicron  P i ,  inc lud ing 
recruitment coordinator, 
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d 
marketing and vice president 
of education.
 McReynolds served as 
freshman senator of the 
S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
Association and as the Public 
Relations Chairman.
 She is a member of Alpha 
Lambda Delta, National 
S o c i e t y  o f  C o l l e g i a t e 
Scholars, Order of Omega, 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America and the 
MSU Student Ambassadors.
 C r a w f o r d  h a d  a 
double major in television 

production and liberal arts 
with a minor in Spanish. She 
had Study Abroad summer 
in Chile, teaching Spanish 
at the Pontifica Universidad 
Catolica de Valparaiso.
 Her senior thesis in the 
MSU Honors Program was 
“In Pursuit of an Informed 
Public: Good Environmental 
Video Media.”
 For the past two years she 
was a student producer for 
“Roundabout U.”  She was 
president of the Murray 
Environmental  Student 
Society and member of 
the MSU TV Club and the 

President’s Commission on 
Campus Sustainability.
 Truskey  served as a 
graduate assistant in the 
department, working mainly 
with Bob Valentine’s intro 
to mass communications 
and beginning advertising 
classes. He also provided 
academic support to two other 
professors who taught the 
beginning mass media class.
 As an undergraduate, he 
graduated with honors with 
a major in advertising and a 
minor in psychology.
 H e  w a s  a c t i v e  w i t h 
the Ads Club, serving as 

secretary and on two of the 
teams for the AAF Student 
Advertising Competition. He 
also sold ads for the Summer 
Orientation Guide.
 He was selected for Kappa 
Tau Alpha, Alpha Delta 
Sigma, Phi Theta Kappa and 
Alpha Chi honor societies.
 Truskey was a writer/
editor  for  Murray Life 
Magazine and an editor for 
the Wake Up . . . Live the Life 
You Love book series. 
 T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e 
a lso  recognized at  the 
University’s Honors Day 
program in May.

Top students recognized at annual honors banquet

Six students were recognized at the spring honors banquet for being the top student in their 
field. Those receiving the recognition were (from left) Brian Truskey, graduate program; Allison 
Crawford, television production; Blake McReynolds, public relations; Janie Stenberg, advertising, 
Ryan Richardson, journalism; and Allan Simpson, graphic communications media.

Homecoming is Oct. 10, 2015. Visit us at Tent City!
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 The JMC Journal is an offi-
cial publication of the Depart-
ment of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, Murray State 
University, produced in support 
of Murray State journalism and 

mass communications gradu-
ates. The JMC Journal is pub-
lished under the supervision of 
the JMC department chair, Dr. 
Bob Lochte.
 Opinions expressed in the 

JMC Journal are those of col-
umnists or signed writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the department or 
the University.
 Material  for  publication 

should be submitted to Murray 
State University, Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cations, Attn: Chair, 114 Wilson 
Hall, Murray, KY 42071-3311; 
telephone (270) 809-2387. 

Publisher Dr. Bob Lochte

Writer Dr. Robert H. McGaughey

Production/Photography
  Orville Herndon

 Fourteen of the 72 MSU 
seniors selected for the 2015 
Who’s Who in American Col-
leges and Universities had 
majors in the Department of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munications.
 They were Taylor Crumm, 
Lexy Gross, Shannon Alexan-
dra (Alex) Hilkey, Paige Hoff-
meister, Desiree Isaac, Laura 
Kovarik, Andrea Moore, 
Amber Rachelle Peck.
 Halle Pinkham, Christina 
Priddy, Katherine Russell, 
Sierra Underhill, Tiffany 
Whitfill and Kirstie Willis.
 Crum was a journalism 
m a j o r 
w i t h  a 
minor in 
o r g a n i -
za  t ional 
c o m m u -
n i  c a t -
ion. She 
w o r k e d 
f o r  T h e 
M u r -
ray State 
News and for Murray State’s 
“Rounda bout U.” She had an 
internship with KSDK News 
Channel 5 in St. Louis.
 She was active with sever-
al organizations on campus, 
including Alpha Omicron 
Pi social sorority, College of 
Business Ambassadors, Cam-
pus Activities Board, Student 
Alumni Association and the 
TV Club.
 She was president of Omi-
cron Delta Kappa and served 
as a Summer Orientation 
Counselor.
 A journalism major with a 
po l i t i ca l 
s c i e n c e 
m i n o r , 
G r o s s 
g a i n e d 
extensive 
e x p e r i -
e n c e  a s 
a  w r i t -
e r / e d i -
tor.  She 
served in 
several positions with The 
Murray State News, includ-
ing editor in chief.
 She had internships with 

the Lexington Herald-Lead-
er, the Nashville Tennesse-
an and The Chicago Tribune. 
She was a correspondent/
writer for USA Today, the 
Paducah Life magazine and 
the Murray Ledger & Times.
 Her other campus activities 
included Sigma Sigma Sigma 
sorority, president of the Col-
lege Panhellenic Council and 
Omicron Delta Kappa.
 She was a Roy W. Howard 
National Reporting Competi-
tion Fellow, a Top 10 Student 
Leader at Murray State, the 
Outstanding Sigma Sigma 
Sigma member in the region 
and the recipient of the Wil-
liam Broughton Fellowship. 
She also received recognition 
for writing in the annual 
Kentucky Press Association 
newspaper competition.  
 Hilkey was a public rela-
t i o n s 
m a j o r 
w i t h 
minors in 
advertis-
ing  and 
m u s i c . 
She was 
a graphic 
designer 
f o r  T h e 
M u r r a y 
State News 
and a marketing intern with 
TapLogic in Murray.
 She was a member of 
the Public Relations Stu-
dent Society of America and 
Sigma Alpha Iota music fra-
ternity.
 Hoffmeister majored in 
television 
p r o d u c -
tion with 
a  minor 
in  j our -
n a l i s m . 
She was 
a c t i v e 
with the 
M S U 
broadcast 
m e d i a , 
s e r v i n g 
as a development assistant 
for WKMS-FM, as a student 
worker for Digital Media Ser-
vices and as co-host/producer 

for “Roundabout U.”
 She was a multimedia 
intern with WPTV News 
Channel 5 in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., and served as 
treasurer for the MSU TV 
Club.
 She was an officer in Alpha 
Gamma Delta, an MSU Stu-
dent Ambassador, a Summer 
Orientation Counselor and 
a member of the Order of 
Omega.
 Isaac was a double major 
i n  p u b -
l ic  rela-
tions and 
po l i t i ca l 
s c i e n c e . 
She was 
a  m e m -
ber of the 
P u b l i c 
Relations 
S t u d e n t 
Society of 
America, the College Repub-
licans, Pi Sigma Alpha and 
the GSP-College Community.
 She served on student 
council of Clark Residen-
tial College, was a member 
of National Residence Hall 
Honorary and was a resident 
advisor (RA) for Clark Col-
lege.
 Kovarik majored in jour-
n a l i s m 
w i t h  a 
minor in 
po l i t i ca l 
s c i e n c e . 
She was a 
writer for 
The Mur-
ray State 
N e w s 
a n d  f o r 
the MSU 
A l u m n i 
Association.
 She was a brand market-
ing intern with an ad agen-
cy in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
On campus, she was a board 
member of  the Student 
Alumni Association and a 
member of Public Relations 
Student Society of America, 
Murray Christian Fellowship 
and the MSU Honors Pro-
gram.
 She was an Edward Free-

man Alumna Scholar and 
received the Provost Scholar-
ship.
 Moore was an advertis-
ing major 
w i t h 
m i n o r s 
i n  a r t 
( graphic 
d e s i g n ) 
a n d 
g r a p h i c 
communi 
c a t i o n s 
t e c h n o l -
ogy .  She 
was social 
media marketing intern with 
MSU’s University Communi-
cations and a graphic design 
intern with Interbrand New 
York.
 A member of the Ads Club, 
Moore won a 2014 AAF Stic-
kell Award for scholarship 
and professional activities.
 She was also a part of the 
Racer Band, the Racer Pep 
Band, Sigma Alpha Iota and 
Campus Lights.
 A TV production major 
w i t h  a 
m i n o r 
in  j our -
n a l i s m , 
P e c k 
w o r k e d 
as a writ-
e r ,  e d i -
tor, field 
r e p o r t -
e r  a n d 
p r o d u c e r 
for MSU TV 11 and “Round-
about U.”
 A member of the TV Club, 
she served as a news intern 
with WPSD Channel 6 in 
Paducah.
 She was a member of 
Alpha Omicron Pi sorority 
and Kappa Tau Alpha honor-
ary journalism society.
 Pinkham  majored in 
television production and 
minored in journalism. She 
worked for MSU TV11, was 
the OVC media corre spon-
dent and served as host for 
the “Pepsi Athlete of the 
Week” and for “This Week in 
Racer Athletics” for the MSU 
Athletic Department.

 She worked as an intern 
i n  t h e 
p r o m o s /
c r e a t i v e 
s e r v i c e s 
d e p a r t -
ment  o f 
C o u n t r y 
M u s i c 
T e l e v i -
sion. She 
w a s  a 
member of 
the Public Relations Student 
Society of America and the 
TV Club and was a teaching 
assistant for the beginning 
broadcast production class.
 A member of the soccer 
team, she was on the OVC 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
for all three years and this 
year received the Medal of 
Honor.
 A public relations major, 
Priddy had a minor in mar-
k e t i n g . 
She was 
a writing 
intern for 
the MSU 
P r i n t 
M e d i a 
office and 
an intern 
for Proj-
ect Trans-
for mation 
in Nashville.
 She was a member of 
Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority, 
Student Ambassadors, Mur-
ray State University Cam-
pus Outreach, MSU Student 
Alumni Association and the 
College of Business Ambas-
sadors.
 Russell was a journalism 
m a j o r 
w i t h  a 
minor in 
g r a p h i c 
communi 
c a t i o n s 
technolo-
gy.
 She was 
a  s t a f f 
w r i t e r 
and a pho-
tographer for The Murray 
State News.

Fourteen JMC students named to Who’s Who
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Priddy

Please see 2015 Who’s Who 
page 5
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1956
Blanton Croft (56) is re-

tired after 42 years of ad-
ministration/college teach-
ing, volunteering at Meritus 
Medical Center, Washington 
County Advisory Council, 
Senior Center, and part-time 
employee of Board of Elec-
tions, Washington Co., Md.

1960
Lila Empson Wavering 

(60) now ghostwrites nonfic-
tion books after retiring as 
editorial director for a book 
packaging firm.

1962
Pat Rigsby King (62) is 

owner of Pat King Accounting 
in Hemet, Calif.

1965
Bill Bowden (65) recently 

retired from his position as 
writer/editor in the Transyl-
vania University publications 
office. He was previously ed-
itor of the National Tour As-
sociation’s Courier magazine, 
reporter for the Lexington 
Herald-Leader, and sports 
editor of the Somerset Com-
monwealth-Journal. He lives 
in Lexington. 

Dr. Bob McGaughey 
(65,69) is retired as profes-
sor and chairman of MSU’s 
Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communications. 
A member of the Kentucky 
Journalism Hall of Fame, he 
taught 42 years at Murray 
State.

1966
Colonel Robert W. Whit-

ton (66) is retired from the 
U.S. Army.

1968
Leroy Tony Denslow (68) 

is retired from The Chroni-
cle-Telegram in Elyria, Ohio, 
where he worked as a report-
er and editor for 32 years. 
He is now the owner of Mega 
Bites Charters, a sportfishing 
outfitter operating boats on 
Lake Erie for walleye, bass 
and perch fishing.

1970
Martin J. Kady (70) is 

enjoying retirement, after a 
37.5 year career in advertis-
ing sales and management 
at The Washington Post.  His 
time is filled with babysitting 

five grandkids, playing se-
niors softball and basketball, 
working out, volunteering 
and traveling with his wife of 
45 years, Camille.

Joe Staton (70) draws 
the Dick Tracy newspaper 
strip for the Tribune Content 
Agency. The strip can be seen 
online at www.gocomics.com/
dicktracy.

1971
L. Darryl Armstrong, 

PhD (71) is the owner and 
senior consultant at L. Darryl 
ARMSTRONG and Associ-
ates Behavioral Public Rela-
tions LLC in Eddyville, Ky. 
and Tybee Island, Ga.

Jerry L. Bayne (71) is 
the Brubeck Arts Center 
performing arts coordinator 
at Wabash Valley College in 
Mount Carmel, Ill. He is a re-
tired administrator/instruc-
tor.

Donald C. Fisher, Ph.D. 
(71) is executive director/
CEO at MSQPC--The Quali-
ty Center in Memphis, Tenn. 
He has authored seven books 
with Corporate Intelligence: 
A Baldrige-Based Corporate 
Espionage Organizational 
Assessment being his latest.

Vicki Russell Hunkler 
(71,72) is a writer/photogra-
pher for Posh Magazine in 
Paducah and president of the 
Ladies Golf Association.

Jerry McAlister (71) is re-
tired from Deere & Company, 
Moline, Ill.

1972
Bill Bryant (72) is a Real-

tor® with Schuler Bauer in 
Louisville, after 25 years in 
broadcast media and public 
information.

Johanna Comisak 
Rhodes (72) is co-owner of 
Etcetera Coffeehouse in the 
lowertown arts district of Pa-
ducah, Ky.

1973
Karen J. Isbell (73) is re-

tired from a career in public 
relations, non-profit market-
ing, political consulting and 
government. She resides in 
St. Louis, Mo.

1974
Loyd W. Ford (74) is the 

owner and publisher of The 
Lake News in Calvert City. 
He is currently vice-presi-

dent of the Kentucky Press 
Association and will be presi-
dent-elect of the KPA in 2015. 
He is an elder at Calvert City 
First Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Virginia Gregg (74) 
retired from Minnesota State 
University Moorhead in June 
and is now having fun with the 
grandkids and her parents.

Melanie Wilson Kelley 
(74) is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky College of 
Law. She has served as Car-
lisle Co. Trial Commissioner, 
County Attorney, and cur-
rently serves as the Master 
Commissioner.

1976
David Jernigan (76) is a 

realtor with Coldwell Bank-
er The Advantage Realtor 
Group in Franklin, Ky.

1977
Donna Lucindia Davis 

Shouse (77,78) is a manage-
ment and program analyst 
with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Washington.

1978
Cathy Hancock (78,79) is 

the information officer/maga-
zine editor for the Kentucky 
Association of Counties in 
Frankfort.

1979
Ray Lane (79) is the direc-

tor of marketing and public 
relations at ASIPP.

Cindy McDermott (79) 
has retired as the communi-
cations manager from Alcoa 
in Bettendorf, Iowa. She has 
also retired from the Navy 
Reserve. She is now the presi-
dent of McD Media in Kansas 
City, Mo.

Jane Mitchell Weston 
(79) graduated from Candler 
School of Theology at Emo-
ry University in May with a 
master of divinity degree and 
was ordained as an Episcopal 
priest in June.

1980
Elga Ortiz Desautel (80) 

is the training manager for 
BeautiControl Inc. in Carroll-
ton, Texas.

Anne Wooten Green (80) 
is the principal writer and ed-
itor for WS Works magazine 
in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Donna Comer Pursifull 
(80) is a senior functional an-

alyst for CollegeSource, Inc., 
in Cincinnati.

1981
Melanie Martin (81) is a 

freelance writer and editor in 
Dallas, Texas.

Mike Klis (81) is a sports 
writer at The Denver Post.

1982
Tressa Ross (82,06) works 

in the College of Education 
and Human Services Recruit-
ment and Retention Center 
at Murray State University.

Ken Walker (82) is news 
editor at The Paris Post-Intel-
ligencer in Paris, Tenn.

1983
Ann Long Beckett (83) is 

sports editor at the Marshall 
County Daily (marshallcoun-
tydaily.com).

Dan Bundy (83) is a doc-
ument processing specialist 
with the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Libraries and Ar-
chives.

John Hart (83,01) is a lec-
turer in the Telecommunica-
tions Systems Management 
program of distinction at 
Murray State University.

1984
John Doerge (84) is the 

community relations man-
ager for Deloitte’s Nashville 
market.

Michael Hamlet (84) is 
the assistant vice president 
and chief human resources 
officer for Austin Peay State 
University.

Jennie Smith Rotting-
haus (84) is the director of 
development for the Jones 
College of Science, Engineer-
ing & Technology and the 
School of Nursing and Health 
Professions at Murray State.

1985
Sara Burrows Gipson 

(85) is a REALTOR with Sirk 
& Company in Paducah.  She 
offers expertise in the areas 
of residential and commercial 
real estate transactions.

David Higgs (85) is the 
deputy warden for the Green 
River Correctional Complex, 
Kentucky Department of Cor-
rections in Central City.

1986
Chris Evans (86) is pub-

lisher of The Crittenden 

Press, and author of South of 
the Mouth of Sandy and one 
other book.

Terry Griffin (86) accept-
ed a new position as senior 
estimator at Batten & Shaw 
Inc. in Nashville, Tenn. in 
October. Batten & Shaw is 
a construction management 
firm specializing in health-
care facilities.

Jim Trimble (86) is rec-
tor of St. James Episcopal 
Church, Pewee Valley, Ky.

1987
Robin Conover (87) is 

vice president of communica-
tions at the Tennessee Elec-
tric Cooperative Association 
and editor of The Tennessee 
Magazine.

Alison Marshall (87) is 
the associate director of the 
Transfer Center and veter-
an & adult student liaison at 
Murray State University.

Jan Oglesby (87) is direc-
tor of marketing communica-
tions at Hands-On Learning 
in Denver.

Jeanne L. Biss Taylor 
(87) is the library media spe-
cialist for the Dundee Central 
School District, Dundee, N.Y.

Jennifer Simpson Young 
(87) is assistant director of 
recruitment at Murray State.

1988
Clay N. Gilliam (88) is 

owner and president at Gil-
liam Studio in Charlotte, N.C.

Jennifer Dunn Simon 
(88) is marketing project co-
ordinator at University of 
Evansville in Evansville, Ind.

1989
James P. Betzner (89) is 

the Faith Formation Project 
coordinator for the Archdio-
cese of Dubuque in Dubuque, 
Iowa.

Dr. Cynthia Bond Hop-
son (89) recently published 
her seventh book, The Women 
of Haywood, Their Lives, Our 
Legacy, oral histories of pro-
fessional African American 
women in Haywood County, 
Tenn. She and her husband, 
Roger, live in Lebanon, Tenn. 
She is the chief inspiration 
officer at Touched By Grace 
Ministry in Lebanon.

ALUMNI NOTES

Continues on page 4
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1990
Elizabeth Bailey-Smith 

(90) is a professor at Rend 
Lake College.

Raelyn Barlow (90) is CEO/
executive producer at Razz 
Media Productions in Florida, 
which specializes in television, 
video and digital productions.

Sheila White Guevin 
(90) is photographer for 
SheilaGuevin.com.

Joe Allen Mattingly (90) 
is the videoconferencing co-
ordinator for the Kentucky 
Cabinet for Health and Fami-
ly Services.

Kelly Nelson (90) is pres-
ident and CEO of Rausch & 
Pausch LP in Auburn, Ala.

Kelli Burkeen Parsons 
(90) is senior vice president 
and chief communications 
and marketing officer for The 
New York Life Insurance 
Company in New York.

1991
Kimberly Futrell Hamby 

(91) is the public relations di-
rector for Mayfield Indepen-
dent Schools. She also teach-
es media classes at Mayfield 
High School.

Lisa Farris Satterwhite 
(91) is currently helping local 
businesses with their market-
ing and special projects.

Jenna Newton Stafford 
(91) is a former anchor and re-
porter for KAIT-TV in Jones-
boro, Ark. She is now mom to 
Treyson, John David, Chaz 
and Ellie.

1992
Melanie Bucklin Brooks 

(92) is the director of develop-
ment for the College of Educa-
tion and Human Services and 
University Libraries at Mur-
ray State University.

Ronda Gibson (92) is finan-
cial development coordinator 
at Paducah Cooperative Min-
istry.

Mark McCallon (92) is a 
database architect consultant.

Jay Morehead (92) is art 
director at Jostens Printing 
and Publishing in Clarksville, 
Tenn.

Lori Shain Watson (92) is 
a freelance writer and editor in 
Ashburn, Va.

1993
Sean Finnegan (93) is 

true[X]media’s (formerly So-

cialVibe) chief strategy offi-
cer.

Judy Shewmaker Gar-
gus (93,95) is the American 
Cancer Society director of 
Relay For Life of West Ken-
tucky.

Mark Griffin (93) is the 
reference librarian at Logan 
County Public Library and 
publisher of Quake.

John P. Taylor (93) is the 
project scheduler at Alstom 
Transportation, Hornell, N.Y.

1994
Stephanie Balmer (94) is 

vice president/COO at Indus-
trial Training Services, Inc.

Rey Craig (94) is an Army 
veteran pursuing health sci-
ence studies at Indiana Uni-
versity Southeast.

Ty Englebright (94) is the 
loan and business develop-
ment officer at First Southern 
National Bank.

Terrence Harewood, 
Ph.D., (94,95) is an associ-
ate professor of multicultural 
education and social founda-
tions at the University of In-
dianapolis.

Kina Hurt Knight (94) 
works in graphic design for 
The Murray Ledger & Times.

Heather Begley Lock-
wood (94) is director of global 
digital marketing for Aveda 
at the Estee Lauder Group of 
companies.

Shannon Lossner Zim-
merman (94) is the develop-
ment director for Lifehouse 
Maternity Home in Louis-
ville.

1995
Michele Mayes (95) is the 

senior IT application techni-
cian at Van Meter Insurance 
Group.

Dave Washburn (95,96) is 
vice president of operations at 
FLW.

1996
Dr. Marcie Hinton 

(96,MS) is an assistant  pro-
fessor in the Journalism and 
Mass Communications De-
partment at Murray State.

Josh Johnson (96) is a dis-
trict manager with Combined 
Insurance Co of America.

Kendra Marsh (96,99) is 
the executive director of St. 
Anthony’s Hospice.

Alison Durham McCoy 
(96) is a strategy associate 

in the Global Food & Bever-
age Finance Department at 
Sealed Air, Duncan, S.C.

Cary Null (96) is a data-
base administrator at MetLife 
in Greenville, S.C.

Brian Smith (96) works 
for the State of Kentucky as 
a pretrial services officer in 
Henderson.

Marcy Snodgrass (96) is 
the owner of 3 Hearts Yoga 
and Juice Bar in Murray.

Dawn Partenheimer 
Travelstead (96) is CCO at 
Developware Inc. in Louis-
ville, Ky.

1997
Jennifer DeMarsh Cline 

(97) is account director at 
PriceWeber in Louisville, Ky.

Mark Dorr (97) is vice 
president of the New York 
State Hospitality & Tourism 
Association.

Becky Lile (97) is an ad-
junct instructor for the Depart-
ment of Organizational Com-
munication at Murray State 
and a compassionate entrepre-
neur with Trades of Hope.

Katie Thomas Peebles 
(97) is the office manager/
paralegal for Thomas, Arvin 
& Adams Law Office in Hop-
kinsville, Ky.

Eric Travis (97) is the 
owner of Yarddart Entertain-
ment LLC. in Los Angeles, 
Calif., and the creator of the 
comedic musical stage show 
“METALACHI: The World’s 
First and Only Heavy Metal 
Mariachi Band.”

1998
Jaime Burnett Barber 

(98) is a director with Mela-
leuca, The Wellness Compa-
ny.

Deonna Belt McCord (98) 
is an English teacher at Crit-
tenden County High School.

Korrie Engelhardt Pur-
cell (98) is a business/multi-
media teacher at Ballard Me-
morial High School.

Terri Bowin Sam (98) is 
the display advertising man-
ager at Leader Publications 
in Akron, Ohio.

Shannon Williams Voss 
(99) is a regional media man-
ager for Coca-Cola North 
America.

Angela Wilson (98,99) is 
the marketing coordinator for 
Southeastern Illinois College 
in Harrisburg, Ill.

1999
Chad Darnall (99) is the 

assistant chief photographer 
at WPSD in Paducah, Ky.

Mikki Taylor Durst (99) 
is a salesman account execu-
tive for FedEx Services.

Eddie Grant (99) is mar-
keting director for Barkley 
Regional Airport.

Leslie Haviland (99) is the 
associate director of Student 
Services at Keiser University. 
She was a 2014 nominee for 
Soroptimist of Stuart (Fla.) 
Women of Distinction – volun-
teer category; board member 
of the Martin County LEAD-
ERship Alumni Association. 
She will receive the Master of 
Science in Education in Feb-
ruary 2015.

Dana Blankenship Kel-
ley (99) is a graphic designer 
at Examkrackers in Lexing-
ton, Ky.

Nancy R. Snyder (99) is 
an adjunct English instructor 
for WVU Tech, University of 
Charleston, Concord Universi-
ty and Bluefield State College.

Ryan Wagner (99) is own-
er of VisualRush [website & 
design solutions] in Evans-
ville, Ind.

2000
John Broeckling (00) is 

news assignment manager 
with KFVS-12 in Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.

Kate Broeckling (00) is 
district sales manager with 
Ganz Gift Company. 

Jennifer P. Brown (00) 
is the opinion editor for the 
Kentucky New Era in Hop-
kinsville. She is the 2012 re-
cipient of the Al Smith Award 
for public service in communi-
ty journalism by a Kentucki-
an and the 2013 recipient of 
the James Madison Award for 
service to the First Amend-
ment.

Theresa Zortman DaSil-
va (00) is the director of cor-
porate & product marketing 
at ZirMed and a realtor at the 
Gariepy Group in Louisville.

Christine Hall (00) is a 
freelance journalist living in 
Houston, Texas.

Andrea Kleid (00) is vice 
president of promotions at 
Word Entertainment/Warner 
Music Group in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Scott Mioduszewski (00) 

is a researcher at Insight 
Product Development in Chi-
cago.

Brandi Bowdler Wilkins 
(00,02) is professor of speech 
& journalism at Kaskaskia 
College in Centralia, Ill. 
Wilkins also serves as the Hu-
manities Department chair.

2001
Chris Bacon (01) is the 

executive producer for KU-
JH-TV and an instructor 
at the William Allen White 
School of Journalism at the 
University of Kansas.

Justin Kimbro (01) is the 
founder of Helix Creative, 
LLC.

Greg Wurth (01) is the 
training and curriculum coor-
dinator for the University of 
Pennsylvania.

2002
Rebecca Francis Ballard 

(02) is head of external com-
munications at Hill+Knowl-
ton Strategies.

Jamie Barnwell (02) is a 
project manager at rustmedia 
in Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Scott Gibson (02) is a 
quality improvement advisor 
for Qsource and is the owner 
of Louisville Trivia.

Stevie Lowery (02) is the 
publisher of The Lebanon En-
terprise in Lebanon, Ky.

Kevin Thomas, Ed.D (02) is 
director of Retention and Stu-
dent Success at Southern Illi-
nois University Edwardsville.

Justin Young (02,03) is 
assistant professor of hu-
manities & communication at 
Trine University.

2003
Justen Arnold (03) is 

LEAD Personal Trainer at 
the Carlson Metro Center at 
YMCA of Greater Rochester.

Adam Bledsoe (03) is a di-
rector at WHAS-TV in Louis-
ville.

Helene Diamond (03) is a 
4th grade teacher in Phoenix. 
She has a master’s degree in 
special education and is work-
ing on a post-baccalaureate 
program at the University of 
Arizona to become a teacher 
of the visually impaired.

Jeremy Kirk (03) is the 
deputy installation emergen-
cy manager at Sheppard AFB.

ALUMNI NOTES

Continues on page 9
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 Five of the 51 seniors select-
ed for the 2013-14 “Who’s Who 
in American Colleges and Uni-
versities” were majors in the 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications. They 
were John Garland, Blake 
McReynolds, Ryan Richardson, 
Tia Starr and Anna Taylor.
 Garland had a major in 
p u b l i c 
relations 
w i t h 
minors in 
b i o l o g y 
and adver-
t i s i n g . 
The Dex-
ter native 
w o r k e d 
w i t h 
M S U ’ s 
NPR radio 
station, WKMS-FM.
 Off campus, he was an 
intern with TapLogic of Mur-
ray in advertising/marketing/
public relations and interned 
with GO! Productions in New 
York City.
 He was president of MSU 
chapter of the American 

Advertising Federation stu-
dent chapter and vice presi-
dent for public relations for Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity.
 McReynolds was a public 
relations 
m a j o r 
from Mur-
ray with a 
minor in 
Engl ish . 
An hon-
ors  stu-
dent, she 
has had 
i n t e r n -
ships with 
the Mur-
ray Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and the Point Incor-
porated. She will intern this 
summer with an Omnicom 
company in Dallas.
 She has held several office 
positions with her sorority, 
Alpha Omicron Pi, including 
recruitment coordinator, public 
relations and marketing direc-
tor and vice president of educa-
tion.
 McReynolds served as fresh-
man senator of the Student 

Government Association and 
later as the public relations 
chairman.
 She is a member of Alpha 
Lambda Delta, National 
Society of Collegiate Schol-
ars, Order of Omega, Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America and the MSU Student 
Ambassadors.
 Richardson, from Gleason, 
Tenn., had 
a major in 
j o u r n a l -
ism and 
minor in 
m a r k e t -
i n g .  H e 
worked as 
a copy edi-
tor, pho-
tographer, 
online edi-
tor and sports editor for The 
Murray State News.
 He also had internships with 
The McKenzie (Tenn.) Ban-
ner and The Dresden (Tenn.) 
Enterprise in both design and 
in news/sports.
 He was vice president of the 
MSU Honors Program and 

president of Omicron Delta 
Kappa. In the summer of 2013 
he participated in the Study 
Abroad program at Kings Col-
lege-Hampstead Campus in 
London.
 Starr, a public relations 
m a j o r 
w i t h  a 
minor in 
o r g a n i -
z a t i o n a l 
c o m m u -
nications, 
was from 
Belleville, 
I l l .  She 
w a s  a 
m e m b e r 
of  Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America,
historian of her residential col-
lege and resident advisor for 
Hart College.
 She won All College Pro-
gram of the Year in 2011 and 
was selected as Miss Hart Col-
lege that year.
 Taylor, a journalism major 
with a marketing minor, was 
from Caneyville. She worked 

as staff writer, copy editor, 
assistant 
f ea tures 
editor and 
f ea tures 
editor for 
The Mur-
ray State 
News.
 She won 
first place 
for gener-
al interest 
column in the 2013 Kentucky 
Intercollegiate Press Associ-
ation competition and third 
place for best headline. She 
had a Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation internship with The 
Record newspaper in Leitch-
field.
 Taylor was the website edi-
tor for the Murray State Wom-
en’s Center and editor for the 
MSU chapter of Sigma Alpha 
Iota international music frater-
nity.
 Richards and McReynolds 
were selected by the JMC fac-
ulty as the top seniors in their 
majors. (See related story in 
this issue).

Five selected for 2013-14 Who’s Who recognition

Starr

Richardson

Taylor

Garland

 She was a member of the MSU 
Honors Program and the Mur-
ray State Academic Team. She 
r e c e i v e d  a 
second-place 
a w a r d  f o r 
best general 
news photo in 
the Kentucky 
Press Associ-
a t i on  annu-
al newspaper 
competition.
 U n d e r h i l l 
had a major in 
public relations 
and a minor in advertising. She 
was a member of the Ads Club and 
Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority.
 She had two internships with 
Martin Williams Advertising in 
Minneapol is , 
one in project 
management 
a n d  o n e  i n 
account man-
agement. 
 Whitfill had 
a major in pub-
l ic  re lat ions 
with a minor 
in  psycholo -
gy. She was a 

feature writer for The Murray 
State News and a member of Pub-
lic Relations Student Society of 
America.
 She was captain of the Mur-
ray State cheerleaders, president 
of the Tymeless Hearts Student 
Organization and a member of the 
Student Government Association 
and the Psi Chi National Honor 
Society for Psychology. 
 Willis had majors in public rela-
tions and agri-
culture science.  
She was event 
c o o r d i n a t o r 
for the MSU 
Regional Busi-
ness and Inno-
vation Center 
and public rela-
t ions intern/
event coordina-
tor for Murray 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
 She was an officer in Alpha Omi-
cron sorority and a member of 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, Collegiate FFA and 
the National Panhellenic Council.
 All of the students were honor 
students and are scheduled to 
graduate in May, 2015.           

Willis

Whitfill

Underhill

McReynolds

2015 Who’s Who 
continued from page 2

Faculty study students’ perceptions
of hand-washing messages
 Students in Wilson Hall may 
have seen several of their profes-
sors huddled in the hall discuss-
ing hand-washing and the spread 
of viruses. No, JMC faculty weren’t 
worried about getting sick; they were 
studying how others might be per-
suaded to think about hand-washing 
and the prevention of virus outbreaks.
 Six faculty members constructed a 
study called “The Need for Art: Pro-
clivity to Respond to Peripheral Cues” 
and presented it at the annual Mid-
west Association for Public Opinion 
Research Conference in Chicago, Nov. 
21-24.   
 Dr. Allen White initiated the topic 
in monthly research lunch meetings 
with tenure-track faculty, which 
included Dr. Bellarmine A. Ezumah, 
Dr. Marcie Hinton, Dr. Kevin F. 
Qualls, Dr. Melony Shemberger and 
Leigh Wright. 
 During the lunches, faculty dis-
cussed their own research topics and 
explored potential projects.  
 White, who has researched many 
topics using the Elaboration Like-
lihood Model and the Third Person 
Effect Theory, facilitated an inves-
tigation into what kinds of messag-

es influence people to elaborate on a 
problem. 
 From there a questionnaire was 
constructed showing respondents two 
different hand-washing messages and 
asking a series of questions about 
them.
 The researchers found support for 
the idea that respondents thought 
others would more likely think there 
was a threat to public safety after 
viewing certain public service mes-
sages about hand washing and the 
spreading of germs.
 “It was a pleasure to collaborate 
with colleagues on a project and then 
discuss results in real time before 
writing an article,” Hinton, who just 
finished her third semester in the 
department, said. “The JMC depart-
ment and the College of Business fos-
ter scholarly collaboration that really 
enhances the workplace environment 
and the classroom.”
 Hinton presented the paper at 
MAPOR in a session titled “Informa-
tion, Trust and Social Capital: Social 
Media and Beyond.” The research 
team is currently exploring the pos-
sibility of submitting the paper to a 
journal.
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by Bob McGaughey
 The annual High School 
Media Workshop drew 316 
students and advisers to 
Murray State Sept. 26.
 The students were from 
12 regional high schools. 
They were Calloway County 
High School, Carlisle Coun-
ty High School, Murray High 
School, Graves County High 
School, Paducah Tilghman, 
McCracken County High 
School, Ft. Campbell High 
School, Ballard Memorial 
High School, Caldwell Coun-
ty High School, Fulton Coun-
ty High School, Christian 
Fellowship School and Union 
City (Tenn.) High School.
 MSU president, Dr. Bob 
Davies, welcomed the stu-
dents and their advisors to 
the Curris Center before they 
participated in sessions con-
ducted by MSU faculty/staff 
and regional media profes-
sionals.
 The sessions covered year-
book design and production, 
advertising sales, photojour-
nalism, feature writing and 
interviewing, sports writing, 
TV production, public rela-
tions, opinion writing, web-
site design and careers in the 
media.
 In the high school yearbook 

competition, the staff of the 
Ft. Campbell Falcon won 10 
awards including first place 
for sports feature, non-sports 
feature, sports section, school 
life section and cover design 
to win the best overall year-
book title.  Its staff also had 
two second-place awards, one 
third and one honorable men-
tion.
 The Caldwell County Tiger 
took second place for sports 
section, cover design and in 
the best overall competition.
 The Union City (Tenn.) 
Tornado was third in the 
overall competition and the 
Fulton County Pilot finished 
fourth overall.
 In the television produc-
tion/programming compe-
tition, Calloway County 
High School won 11 awards, 
including first-place for best 
sports package, best sports 
program, best news feature 
and best digital short pro-
gram. 
 Graves County High School 
won first place for best news/
feature package while May-
field High School took sec-
ond place for news/feature. 
Graves County had two 
entries tie for third in the 
digital short category while 
Murray High finished fourth.

 In the newspaper competi-
tion, three schools dominat-
ed the awards, according to 
high school workshop direc-
tor, Leigh Wright.  They were 
Calloway County, Paducah 
Tilghman and Graves Coun-
ty.
 The Cal loway County 
Laker Review won 25 awards, 
including first place for fea-
ture writing, reviews, person-
ality profiles, editorial and 
opinion pages, sports design 
and overall   newspaper 
design.
 The Paducah Tilghman 
Bell  won eight awards, 
including first place for pho-
tography and best column.
  The Graves County Eagle’s 
Eye had 14 awards, including 
first place for news writing 
and feature design.
 Graves County High School 
was judged to have the best 
website.
 The annual one-day work-
shop is conducted by the 
MSU Department of Jour-
nalism and Mass Communi-
cations and co-sponsored by 
the Arthur J. Bauernfeind 
College of Business, the 
MSU Office of Regional Out-
reach and the MSU Office of 
Recruitment.

Media workshop attracts 316 high schoolers

Andrew Buhler, Jostens, showed students yearbook design 
ideas in the session Latest Trends in Memory Books.

Dr. Bob McGaughey shared his experience in the session on 
Feature Writing and Interviewing.

Chris Haynes (standing, left) helped high school students gain 
hands on control room experience in the TV Studio Produc-
tion super session.

Ryan Alessi (standing) demonstrates a point in the On-camera Presentation and Interviewing 
super session. The super session concept was used to handle the large number of students in-
terested in TV production.
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by Bob McGaughey
 Hillary Copsey, features 
editor and social media 
director of The Stewart (Fla.) 
News  and TCPalm.com, 
recently discussed current 
practices of social media in 
advertising and journalism 
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e 
Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communications.
 Copsey’s visit marked the 
second part of an Association 
for Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communications/
Scripps Howard Foundation 
grant that Leigh Wright, 
a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  o f 
journalism, received last 

summer. The grant enabled 
Copsey to travel to Murray 
S t a t e  a n d  p r e s e n t  i n 
journalism, public relations 
and advertising classes.
 Last summer, Wright spent 
two weeks at the Scripps 
Treasure Coast Newspapers 
to learn how to incorporate 
social media into journalism 
practice for her students. 
The grant totaled $4,000 
for expenses related to each 
person’s visit.
 Copsey’s visit included 
a workshop for the staff of 
The Murray State News as 
well as small group sessions 
outside the classroom for 

interested students to ask 
more in-depth questions 
about current practices 
in  j ournal i sm and  the 
intersection with the usage of 
social and digital media tools.
 Copsey spoke to students 
i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d 
intermediate sections of 
newswriting classes, a public 
relations writ ing class, 
an editing class and two 
advertising classes.
 Wright, who had 16 years 
with the Paducah Sun, is 
head of the journalism major 
at Murray State.

                                            

Hillary Copsey, features editor and social media director for 
The Stuart (Fla.) News and TCPalm.com, discusses how the news-
paper launched a social media advertising strategy for adver-
tisers in the Treasure Coast market. Copsey visited with MSU 
students in journalism, advertising and public relations.

Social media director discusses importance 
of social and digital media for journalists

 Murray State alumna Kris-
tie Helms spoke at the ninth 
annual Global Alumni Lec-
ture Series on Nov. 19. 
 Col. Lucretia McClenney 
and Sonja Martinez also 
spoke at the program, which 
has been sponsored by the 
MSU Alumni Association 
since 2006.
 Helms graduated with a 
bachelor of science in journal-
ism from Murray State, and 
earned a master of science 
in communications manage-
ment from Simmon’s College 
in Boston, Mass. 
 She is currently vice pres-
ident and global head of pro-
motions and social business 
within the global marketing 
department at State Street 
Corporation in Boston. 
 Not only did Helms lead the 
launch of State Street’s first 
social intranet in early 2014, 
but she and her team were 
also recognized with a 2014 
IABC Gold Quill Merit Award 
in Digital Communications.
 Traveling around the world 
and visiting different cultures 
has shaped Helms into the 
person she is today. 
 The small town girl from 
Possum Trot, Ky., is holding 
her own in corporate Fortune 
500 companies. Helms cred-
its much of her success to the 
“matter-of-fact” foundation 
Murray State gave her. She 
values MSU for its practical 
nature, noting that she works 
with graduates on a daily ba-

sis from a variety of universi-
ties who didn’t have the same 
foundation.
 “My success in my career 
had everything to do with 
that very practical and rea-
sonable education I received 
at Murray State,” Helms said. 
“At the end of the day it’s un-
derstanding exactly what you 
need to do, how to do it and 
how you are going to get oth-
ers on board with you.”
 Involved in The Murray 
State News while on campus, 
and ultimately becoming the 
editor-in-chief during her se-
nior year, Helms enjoyed her 
time in Murray. 
 In addition to visiting JMC 
classes while on campus, she 
spoke to the MSU Alliance. 
Helms currently lives in Bos-
ton with her wife, Kathryn 
Nettles, and serves as a great 
advocate of acceptance and 
awareness.
 “When I first came out and 
admitting to myself I was gay, 
and telling my friends and 
family, you go through this 
period where you think you 
need to look gay and act gay,” 
Helms said. “I cut my hair 
short and I just thought, ‘hey, 
I like big hair and makeup,’ 
and that’s just me. At the core 
of it, I’m just me.”
 Her travels abroad and 
life-changing move to New 
York City have helped Helms 
in figuring out exactly who 
she is as a person. Helms said 
understanding who you are as 

a person and where you stand 
is important in business and 
in life.
 “At the end of the day I’m 
the person who reads too 
much. I love cities. I’d rather 
walk around a city than walk 
on a beach,” Helms said. “I am 
the person who knows exactly 
who I am. In business I think 
that’s so important because 
people want to know who they 
are interacting with and they 
want to interact with a person 
with integrity. You can’t be a 
person of integrity if you don’t 
know yourself.”
 Using her small-town back-
ground and matter-of-fact 
perspective Helms has taken 
the business world in stride. 
She’s been successful at State 
Street and other Fortune 
500 companies. In addition 
to working for State Street, 
Helms has had a successful 
career in marketing through-
out the United States and 
abroad. 
 In addition to frequent trav-
el to the company’s European 
offices, she participated in a 
job rotation program in State 
Street’s Hong Kong, Sydney 
and Tokyo offices in 2010. 
While overseas she analyzed 
the best practices for commu-
nications across APAC and 
served as the company’s com-
munication’s lead in advance 
of the G20 Summit in Seoul.
 “When I was over there I 
realized how American I am, 
you read all these things and 

try to understand other cul-
tures,” Helms said. “The thing 
that was brought really home 
to me is that I am ridiculously 
American. Back home in the 
North everyone thinks I’m a 
quiet ‘Southerner,’ but, boy, 
put someone in Asia for six 
months and they think you’re 
really direct, outspoken and 
tall.”
 No stranger to hardships or 
challenges, Helms was work-
ing for State Street when the 
financial crisis occurred. She 
hoped to share with students 
both an insider’s and business 
perspective. One takeaway 
lesson Helms wished someone 
told her is the business world 
means figure out what’s sup-
posed to be done and do it. 
“So often we sit back and wait 
for someone to assign a task,” 

Helms said. “What corporate 
America needs today is for 
people to come in, see what 
the problem is and figure out 
a solution to it and do it. I feel 
like I’ve made a whole career 
on that.”
 Helms first novel, Dish It 
Up, Baby, (Firebrand Press, 
2004) was a Lambda Literary 
Award finalist in Lesbian De-
but Fiction. She has worked 
as a crime reporter for the 
Paris-Post Intelligencer, as a 
communications coordinator 
for United Cerebral Palsy in 
New York and had a wide va-
riety of communication jobs.
 While speaking to several 
classes and organizations on 
campus, Helms topics includ-
ed making a living as a writ-
er, social media and shifting 
trends in communication.

Helms offers insight as part of Global Alumni Lecture

Kristie Helms spoke to a combined meeting of the Law and 
Public Relations Principles classes as part of her on-campus 
visit.
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 Bob Valentine,  senior 
lecturer in Journalism and 
Mass Communications, has 
been selected as Murray 
S t a t e ’ s  “ B e s t  F a c u l t y 
M e m b e r ”  i n  t h e  B e s t 
of  Murray student pol l 
conducted by The Murray 
State News.
 This marks the third year 
in a row he has won the 
honor.
 A member of the MSU 
facul ty  s ince  1974 ,  he 
teaches in advertising and 
the beginning course for all 
majors in the department.
 He has taught in theatre 
and served as guest director 
for both the MSU Theatre 
and Murray’s Community 
Theatre (Playhouse in the 
Park).
 He began his teaching 
career at the University of 
Kentucky, where he earned 
his undergraduate degree 
in history and his master’s 
degree in communications.  
He then served as lecturer 
in communications before 
coming to Murray State to 
teach speech courses and 
serve as the director of 
forensics.
 His  debate team won 

the national title in 1982 
and captured many event 
trophies during his years as 
the debate coach.
 He  l e f t  t each ing  f o r 
severa l  years  to  s tar t 
several companies, including 
Theatre Arts Enterprises, 
Medical Claims Services 
and Prologue, LLC (the book 
publishing division).   
 Valentine returned to full-
time teaching in 1999 with 
a split load between JMC 
and Theatre.  In 2001 he 
became co-head of Elizabeth 
Residential College with Bob 
McGaughey and served as 
the head from 2003-07.
 As college head, he set up 
and taught many sessions 
in the residence hall and he 
and McGaughey taught the 
first for-credit course in the 
residential college.
 He has taught for many 
years in the annual JMC 
High School Journalism and 
Broadcasting Workshop.  He 
and McGaughey have done 
workshops in advertising, 
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d 
communications since 1978.
 T h e  t w o  h a v e  a l s o 
entertained thousands in the 
mid-South with their two-

man stand-up comedy act, 
“Dr. Trey and Dr. Vee.”
 He was recognized for 
his outstanding teaching 
when he received the 2009 
Regents Teaching Award 
for the College of Business. 
He was recognized for his 
contributions to the arts 
when he won the Betty 
Lowry Award for leadership 
in the support of the arts in 
1992 by the Murray-Calloway 
Chamber of Commerce.
 The editor/publisher of 
Murray Life Magazine, he 
is the author of two books, 
The Medical Money Mess and 
Seasons (2009).
 He  i s  known for  h is 
portrayal of Mark Twain, 
Thomas Edison, Nathan B. 
Stubblefield and Rainey T. 
Wells.
 He  a l so  per f o rms  a t 
Scottish games throughout 
the U. S. and has a CD of 
Scottish stories, “I’ll Take the 
Low Road.”
 V a l e n t i n e  s a y s  h i s 
motivation for teaching is 
seeing his students succeed 
both in the classroom and 
later in life and know he 
may have influenced their 
accomplishments.

 Janet Riccio, executive vice presi-
dent of Omnicom Group Inc., visited 
campus Feb. 24 to speak to students 
about the advertising industry.
 Riccio’s visit was hosted by the 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications (JMC). 
Riccio has a tie to Murray State 
— Robert J. Norsworthy, Execu-
tive-in-Residence in the Arthur J. 
Bauernfeind College of Business 
and the JMC department, was a col-
league of Riccio’s when Norsworthy 
was at Diversified Agency Services, 
an Omnicom company.
 Riccio’s story is one of those clas-
sic tales told so often — a start in 
the mailroom of a small advertis-
ing agency all the way to holding 
not one but two major positions at 
Omnicom Group, one of the largest 
advertising and marketing services 
holding companies in the world.
 As executive vice president of Om-
nicom Group, Riccio is responsible 
for the global oversight of some of 
Omnicom’s most important clients. 
In this role, she fosters and facili-
tates multiple agency collaboration, 

intercedes on behalf of both agen-
cies and clients to develop solutions 
to any ongoing partnership issues, 
and taps into Omnicom specialist 
agencies to bring ideas unique to 
their discipline to the clients.
 As chief executive and founder 
of G23, a fully-owned subsidiary of 
Omnicom, Riccio has brought to-
gether the finest female minds in 
advertising and marketing services 
to focus solely on the discovery of 
insights into the female economy on 
behalf of their clients. 
 The process begins with a robust 
workout of the client’s brand — 
called a Female Fit™ session — to 
determine their preparedness for 
the female economy and a pathway 
towards its activation.
 Over the course of Riccio’s 25-plus 
years in advertising, her collabora-
tive business style has taken her to 
more than 30 countries on five con-
tinents on behalf of her clients and 
she has forged a deep appreciation 
of how relationships with consum-
ers build brands all over the world.
 She is active on the speaking and 

panelist circuit. Over the past year, 
she has spoken at the Brand 50 
annual meeting, keynoted at The 
International Alliance of Women 
global conference and the Economic 
Club of Toronto, been on panels at 
both Harvard Business School and 
Kellogg Graduate School of Busi-
ness, and moderated a panel at the 
annual conference of the Women’s 
World Banking Association. 
 Riccio and G23 have been fea-
tured in articles in the New York 
Times, The Toronto Globe and Mail 
business magazine and the Oxford 
University Saïd Business School 
magazine.
 Riccio is a member of the execu-
tive committee on the board of di-
rectors of the Women’s Funding 
Network, an organization made up 
of 150-plus organizations that fund 
women’s solutions across the globe. 
 She is also a member of the board 
and chairperson of the Board Op-
erations Committee of the Make-
a-Wish Foundation of Metro New 
York.

Omnicom executive speaks on ad industry

Janet Riccio (right) talked about the Om-
nicom Group and lessons she has learned 
during her February presentation.

Valentine voted best faculty member in student poll

Bob Valentine (top row, third from left) poses with his fall 2014 
Advertising Media Sales class. The class sold the ads for the 
2015 edition of Gateway Magazine. 
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Joshua Maxwell (03,09) is 
creative producer/show editor 
at WSMV-TV in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Edwin Richerson (03) is 
the video services coordinator 
at Murray Electric System.

2004
William Amos (04) is spe-

cial events coordinator for the 
City of Mobile, Ala.

Laura Mahle Coe (04) is 
a sales associate at Jackson 
Hole Real Estate Associates/
Christie’s International Real 
Estate.

Ellen Copeland-Lee (04) 
has been in sales at Mike Smith 
Kia in Paducah since 2008.

Jordan Eakin (04) is as-
sociate creative director at 
McKinney in Durham, N.C.

Lauren Heins Peak (04) 
is a business consultant at 
Humana. She has been with 
Humana for 10 years. She 
and her husband, Jeff, are 
parents of their new daugh-
ter, Shelby. Lauren and her 
family reside in Shelbyville.

Michael Toon (04) is the 
Carlisle County Clerk.

2005
Rick Agostin (05) is a free-

lance adventurer and design-
er, traveling the world with 
his wife Liz.

Bryan Bartlett (05) is op-
erations manager and local 
host of NPR’s “Morning Edi-
tion” at WEKU at Eastern 
Kentucky University in Rich-
mond, Ky.

Chris Buchanan (05) is 
production director at F.W. 
Robbert Broadcasting in 
Nashville, Tenn.

Adrienne Dumke (05) is 
a research integrity special-
ist at the University of Lou-
isville.

Evan Elrod (05) is the me-
dia instructor at Jasper High 
School in Indiana, and the 
manager for WJWS-LPFM.

Kyser Lough (05,13) is a 
marketing specialist at Mur-
ray-Calloway County Hospi-
tal, an adjunct lecturer in the 
JMC Department and a free-
lance photographer in west-
ern Kentucky. He is looking 
to start a doctoral program in 
the future.

Sarah Powell Mastera 
(05,07) is a mortgage loan 
officer at Bell State Bank & 
Trust.

Tami McQueen (05,06) is 
the director of marketing at 
SalesLoft, the fastest-grow-
ing SaaS startup in Atlanta.

Mae Flint Polczynski 
(05) is a managing partner 
of Clix, a digital advertising 
agency in Louisville.

Lauren Reed, APR (05) is 
president at Reed Public Re-
lations, LLC.

Adrianne Huffine Rogers 
(05) owns Gate 28, a local bou-
tique specializing in clothing/
shoes/accessories & gift/home, 
and operates shopgate28.com.

Alichia Sawitoski (05) is 
digital director for SMG Per-
formance Marketing in Chi-
cago.

Jessica Jones Yonts (05) 
is the vice president of strat-
egy & client development at 
Werkshop Branding in Bowl-
ing Green, Ky.

2006
Sarah Amand (06) works 

in member services at Con-
nexus Credit Union.

Mitch Canter (06) is the 
chief creative mercenary of 
[studionashvegas].

Janet Hurst (06) is a con-
tent associate at Amazon.com.

Megan Chaney Mitchell 
(06) is the associate director 
of admissions at Austin Peay 
State University.

Tyler Riordan (06) is a 
media planner/buyer for Op-
timedia US in Indianapolis, 
Ind.

2007
Jim Burress (07,MS) is a 

reporter and host at WABE-
FM in Atlanta and associate 
editor at VOX Teen Commu-
nications.

Blaire Bushart (07) is an 
employment specialist in the 
Human Resources Office at 
Murray State University.

Gerald Goldberg (07) is 
president of Skyline Flower 
Growers in Seattle, Wash.

Chris Jung (07) is the 
sports editor at the Kentucky 
New Era.

Meredith March (07) is 
the packaging artist for Phoe-
nix Creative, a marketing 
agency in St. Louis.

Katie Walker Payne (07) 
is the associate director of 
alumni affairs at Murray 
State University.

Brian Truskey (07,14) is 
currently a communications 

apprentice at Land Between 
The Lakes.

Nate West (07) is the direc-
tor of client services at Seigen-
thaler Public Relations.

2008
Benjamin Amberg (08) is 

supply chain manager at Sys-
co Foods.

Ashley Horn (08) is the 
compliance manager at Heart-
land CARES, Inc. in Paducah, 
Ky.

Susan Marinoff (08) is as-
sistant to the president at the 
University of Maryland.

Jordan Smith (08) is direc-
tor of government relations at 
Murray State University.

Bryn Turner (08) is HPS 
business development project 
manager at Humana in Lou-
isville.

2009
Kate Pride Berryman (09) 

is a mental health therapist in 
the Kansas City, Mo., area.

Bonnie Kirkham (09) is 
the senior sales advisor at 
Drivetime Auto Sales in Lau-
derdale Lakes, Fla.

Kevin Klepeis (09) is digi-
tal media specialist at Trees N 
Trends, Inc. in Paducah.

Anna Bartsokas Poole 
(09) is the events and inter-
active media planner for two 
publications, K-9 Cop Maga-
zine and Police K-9 Magazine.

Katelyn Swift (09,11) is 
third party billing coordinator 
at Loews Hotels in Nashville, 
Tenn.

2010
Miranda Arnold (10) is a 

media planner/media buyer 
for Dicom Inc.

Bill Jackson (10) is the 
manager of project operations 
at Maritz Dealer Solutions in 
St. Louis.

Jodi Keen (10) is the copy 
desk chief of the Paxton Media 
Group design hub in Owens-
boro, Ky.

Robin Phelps-Ward (10) 
is an instructor and the assis-
tant director of debate at Ball 
State University.

April Whitten Ray (10) is 
the communications and de-
velopment specialist for the 
Ursuline Sisters of Mount 
Saint Joseph.

Laura Cash Scales (10) is 
the digital content specialist at 
First Tennessee Bank.

Mia Walters (10) is a law 
clerk at Krauser & Brown At-
torneys.

Dolly Wisman (10,12) is 
inside sales account manager 
at Dell.

2011
Crystal Akers (11) is copy 

editor and page designer at the 
Bowling Green Daily News.

Jessica Nall Davis (11) is 
the regional marketing and 
communications specialist for 
Mercy Health System.

Meredith Lockhart (11) is 
media manager at GolinHar-
ris.

Tim Rearden (11,13) is the 
digital content producer at 
ABC affiliate NewsChannel5 
in Cleveland, Ohio.

Daniel Roach (11) is a com-
mercial producer for WEHT/
WTVW in Evansville, Ind.

2012
Zachary Bohannon (12) 

is a retail sales consultant for 
AT&T.

Lace Gilger (12) is the cus-
tomer accounts manager for 
Keller’s Computer Place.

Ashlee Hyatt (12) is a 
clinical social work intern 
at Northwest Middle School 
in the Knox County, Tenn., 
School System.

Lindsey Inman (12) is 
event coordinator at Bridge-
stone Arena and for the Nash-
ville Predators.

Elizabeth Johnson (12) is 
the crime and courts reporter 
for the Sarasota Herald-Tri-
bune in Sarasota, Fla.

Charlotte Kyle (12) is 
the communications special-
ist at UFCW & Employers 
Mid-America Benefit Plan 
Services, LLC.

Robin Lemond (12) is 
webcast coordinator at Meet-
ings & Events International.

Caina Lynch  (12) is proj-
ect manager at The Nashville 
Research Group.

Brooks Santanello (12) is 
video coordinator for the foot-
ball team at Ball State Uni-
versity.

John Walker (12) is an as-
sociate warlock in the Clan of 
the White Cedar.

Jinru Zhang (12,MS) is 
web team technician at Voice 
of America in Washington.

2013
Corey Crowley (13) is the 

athletics digital media man-
ager at The University of the 
Pacific in Stockton, Calif.

Kirby Feldkamp (13) is  
an account executive at The 
Integer Group.

Reese Hawkins (13) is a 
content developer and copy-
writer at Innovations Brand-
ing House in Paducah.

Katelyn Henson (13) is 
a rental associate at Moors 
Resort & Marina in Gilberts-
ville, Ky.

Steven Hurt (13) is a lo-
gistics account executive with 
Total Quality Logistics in 
Louisville.

Allyson Putman (13) is an 
assistant account executive 
at Fleishman Hillard Public 
Relations in Chicago.

Conor Wheeler (13) is as-
sociate business manager at 
URS Corporation in Metrop-
olis, Ill.

Chris Wilcox (13) is a copy 
editor for the Paxton Media 
Group.

2014
Alyssa Erickson (14) is 

marketing director/social 
media director for Kentucky 
Hemp Industries Association.

Bethany Barrow Lawson 
(14) is a puppeteer for South 
Central Kentucky Kids on 
the Block, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to provid-
ing educational guidance on 
issues ranging from general 
safety to personal or sensitive 
matters through the medium 
of puppetry.

Kristen Pace (14) has ac-
cepted a position in Nashville 
with Gannett Digital as a web 
developer.

Meghann Richardson 
(14) is the sports editor at 
The Marshall County Tribune 
Courier.

Ryan Richardson (14) is 
a sports reporter at The Mur-
ray Ledger & Times.

Matthew Wilham (14) is 
employed at OMD Chicago.

ALUMNI NOTES

If your listing is missing or out of date please use the coupon on the back page 
to update the department about you and/or other JMC alumni. You may also 
send alumni news by e-mail to alumni@jmcjournal.org. Thank you.

Valentine voted best faculty member in student poll
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 The MSU Ads Club is hosting a reunion for all Ads Club alumni 
for Homecoming Weekend 2015.  The event will be Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, 2015  from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the MSU Faculty Club.
 “We’re still working on the plans, but we do know that we will 
have an event following the football game,” said Gill Welsch, Ads 
Club adviser.  “We will get more information out later in the spring 
semester.”
 Welsch said that he hopes that a lot of Ads Club alumni will at-
tend the reunion.  
 “I know that several of our alumni have not been back to Murray 
since they graduated,” he said.  “It will be really great to have them 
come back and reconnect with Murray State, the department, and 
each other.  It will also be great for them to meet the current Ads 
Club members.”
 Welsch asks that alumni who want to attend to let him know by 
e-mail at fwelsch@murraystate.edu.  
 “I’d appreciate having alumni let me know if they would like to 
attend.  This will help us collect names and addresses so that we 
can stay in better contact.”

 Five Murray State students won awards at the Kentucky 
Associated Press Broadcasters conference in Louisville March 29.
 In the college TV division, Steve Peake of Louisville won first 
place for Best College Videographer. He, Jon Black of Benton and 
J.T. Waskowski of Gleason, Tenn., received honorable mention for 
Best Sports Coverage.
 Chris Haynes is a lecturer in the Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communications and serves as TV operations manager  
 In the college radio division, Austin Ramsey of Murray took 
first place for Best Feature Story and with Chad Lampe won first 
place for Best Special Series/Documentary in the open division.
 John Null of Benton won first place for Best News Story and 
received a $100 check for Best in Show in the college radio 
division.
 Lampe is the news director for WKMS-FM Murray State’s 
public radio station. He and Haynes are both graduates of the 
Murray State JMC program.

 The Murray State News received awards on a national and state 
level in 2014. 
 The News received a fourth-place best of show award, in the 
four-year weekly broadsheet division, at the National College 
Media Convention held in Philadelphia, Oct. 29-Nov. 2.
 The paper won 18 awards in the Kentucky Press Association’s 
2013 Excellence in Kentucky Newspapers competition. The 
awards were presented at the group’s winter convention.
 First place winners were Ryan Richardson, best sports page/
section; and Devin Griggs, best editorial page. The staff won first 
place for best special section.
 Second place winners were Chris Wilcox, best business/
agribusiness story; Kate Russell, best general news picture; 
Jaci Kohn and Austin Ramsey, best sports picture essay; Evan 
Watson, best graphic; and Devin Griggs, best editorial page.
 Third place winners were Jonathan Ferris, best sports story; 
Lexy Gross, best enterprise or analytical story; Meghann 
Anderson, best business/agribusiness story; Ryan Richardson, 
best headline; Evan Watson, best graphic; and Anna Taylor, best 
lifestyle page.
 Honorable mention awards were given to Meghann Anderson, 
best enterprise or analytical story; Ryan Richardson, best sports 
special section; Anna Taylor, best lifestyle page; and Lexy Gross, 
best front page.
 The advertising staff won two awards in the 2013 Advertising 
Excellence in Kentucky Newspapers competition. Brandon Orr 
and Wes Yonts received an honorable mention for clothing store 
ad. Janie Stenberg and Wes Yonts received a certificate of merit 
for political advertising.  

 Leigh Wright, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and mass 
communications, participated in 
an invited panel discussion and 
presented a paper at the Associ-
ation of Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communications con-
ference in Montreal, Canada in 
August.
 Wright spoke as one of six 

members of the AEJMC/Scripps 
Howard Foundation’s Visiting 
Professorship of Social Media. 
The discussion “Tweet This: Two 
Weeks on the Frontlines of Social 
Media” covered how the profes-
sors had used their experiences 
of working with selected news 
outlets and their social media ac-
counts and then how the profes-

sors integrated those lessons into 
their classrooms.
 Additionally, Wright presented 
her research paper “Perceptions 
About Posting: A Survey of Com-
munity Journalists About Social 
Media Postings” to the Commu-
nity Journalism division. The pa-
per was one of eight selected for 
presentation in the division.

 Leigh Wright ,  ass istant 
professor of journalism in the 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, was part 
of a panel about transitioning 
from the newsroom to the 
classroom at the Broadcast 
E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n 
conference April 6-10 in Las 
Vegas.
 T h e  p a n e l ,  “ F r o m  t h e 
Newsroom to the Classroom,” 
included Hagit Limor of the 
University of Cincinnati, Trina 
Creighton of the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln and Lydia 
Timmons of the University of 
Delaware.  
 W r i g h t  a n d  t h e  p a n e l 
discussed the challenges and 
rewards of leaving the media 
business for a career in higher 
education.
 Wright ,  who jo ined the 
Murray State faculty in 2011, 
serves as sequence head of 
the journalism major. She is 
continuing her term as the 
webmaster of the Interactive 
and Emerging Media Technology 

division of BEA.
 Before joining the faculty, she 
worked 16 years in a variety of 
newsroom roles at The Paducah 
Sun.  She continues to write 
freelance articles for newspapers 
and magazines.
 B E A  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
association for journalism/
b r o a d c a s t i n g  e d u c a t o r s , 
industry professionals and 
graduate students engaged in 
teaching and research related 
t o  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a  a n d 
multimedia.  

 Dr. Melony Shemberger, assis-
tant professor in the Department 
of Journalism and Mass Com-
munications, presented a paper 
Feb. 28 at the Association for 
the Education of Journalism and 
Mass Communications (AEJMC) 
Mid-Winter Conference held at 
the University of Oklahoma in 
Norman.
 The title of her research was 
“The Verdict: How television and 
newspaper websites use video for 
court news.” This has been an on-

going research project for Shem-
berger since summer 2013. In her 
paper, she shared preliminary 
results that showed newspapers 
have embraced convergence in 
covering the court beat more than 
television news. However, news-
papers surveyed indicated that 
website analytic data show their 
audiences prefer to access stories 
in text more than video content.
 She will continue the research 
through additional surveys and 
content analysis.

 Her abstract was among four 
selected for the visual commu-
nication division of the mid-win-
ter conference. She is eligible to 
submit her paper for the national 
AEJMC annual conference in Au-
gust in Canada.
 Shemberger spent several 
years covering the courtroom for 
local news media in Hopkinsville, 
Ky., and has received extensive 
training in covering the court 
beat through previous workshops 
and seminars.

Ads Club plans reunion

Five win broadcast awards

The News wins 19 awards

Wright part of career transition panel

Shemberger presents website research

Ezumah named Emerging Scholar

Professor presents at AEJMC conference

 Dr. Bella Ezumah, assistant 
professor in the Department 
o f  Journa l i sm and  Mass 
Communications, was named  
the MSU Emerging Scholar at 
the annual faculty recognition 
banquet April 17.
 A member of the faculty 
since 2011, she teaches mass 
media effects, contemporary 
mass media and international 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n  t h e 
undergraduate  l eve l  and 
new technologies and mass 
communications theory on the 
graduate level. She also has 
taught undergraduate and 
graduate courses in Italy and 
Greece as part of the Study 
Abroad Program.
 She received her bachelor’s 
degree in communication arts 
from St. John’s University, 
her master’s degree in radio 
and television management 
from The City University of 
New York—Brooklyn College 

and the doctorate in mass 
communications and media 
studies from Howard University 
in Washington, D. C.
 Ezumah has served as an 
instructor at Howard University 
and has taught at the K-12 level 
in Phenix City, Ala., and in 
Jersey City, N.J. 
 She  has  taught  in  the 
Governor’s Scholars Program 
and worked as a producer/talent 
for three television productions 
in New York City.
 Since coming to Murray State, 
she has had seven publications 
in peer-reviewed professional 
journals including Academy of 
Business Research, Journal of 
Communication and Media 
Research, International Journal 
of Business and Social Science 
and Journalism and Mass 
Communication.
 In addition, she has written 
chapters for four books and 
made 13 presentations at 

academic and professional 
conferences. These include 
the  Academy of  Business 
Research  fa l l  c on fe rence 
where she had the top paper 
in the accreditation and in the 
management categories.
 She also had the best paper 
in the education category 
at  the Business Research 
Internat ional  Conference . 
Other presentations have been 
at the Broadcasting Education 
Association conference, the 
International Conference on 
Communication and Mass Media 
in Athens, Greece, the National 
Communication Conference and 
the Association for Educational 
Communications Technology 
International Convention.
 Currently, she is working 
on several research projects, 
including one about the student-
faculty interaction in the digital 
age: traditional method versus 
virtual method.

More news. More photos. Visit us online at
JMCJournal.org
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 Two faculty members from Murray 
State University recently received a 
Love of Learning award worth $500 
each from the honor society of Phi Kap-
pa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor society for all 
academic disciplines. The awards were 
given to 147 Phi Kappa Phi members 
nationwide.
 Dr. Melony A. Shemberger, assistant 
professor of journalism, and Dr. Wil-
liam H. Mulligan, professor of history, 
received the awards.
 Shemberger used funds from the 
award to support research on the career 
of Clare Reckert, The New York Times’ 
first female financial writer. Shem-
berger presented a paper in October at 
the Ohio Valley History Conference in 
Clarksville, Tenn., that was also sub-

mitted for publication.
 Mulligan plans to apply funds from 
the award toward research on the Irish 
in the Michigan Copper Country for a 
book. 
 The Phi Kappa Phi Love of Learning 
Award program was initiated in 2007 
to help fund graduate or professional 
studies, doctoral dissertations, continu-
ing education, career development and 
travel related to teaching and studies 
for active society members. The soci-
ety’s award programs grant more than 
$1 million each biennium to qualifying 
students and members through gradu-
ate fellowships, undergraduate study 
abroad grants, member and chapter 
awards, and grants for local and nation-
al literacy initiatives.

 Three persons representing Murray 
State’s Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communications were presenters at the 
Radio and Audio Media Area of the Popular 
Culture Conference in Chicago April 18-19.
 The three were Kim Hamby, a graduate 
student in the JMC Department, Dr. Bob 
Lochte, chairman of the department and 
Elizabeth Thomas, lecturer and head of the 
public relations major.
 The joint meeting of the Popular and 
American Culture Associations is one of 
the largest and most diverse international 
conferences. This year the Radio and 
Audio Media Area included scholars from 
Australia, England, Quebec and Wales as 
well as the USA.
 In her presentation on “Identity Crisis: 
Radio in a Small Town,” Hamby told the 
story of WNGO radio in Mayfield, Ky.
 On air since 1955, the station saw 
significant changes when the family-owned 
station was sold to a communications group 
in 1997. After the sale, there were more 
ownership sales, call letter changes and 
even a change in the city of license.
 Hamby’s case study examined how these 
changes affected the identity of the station 
and the relationship with the community it 
serves.
 She currently serves as public relations 
director for Mayfield Independent Schools. 
She also teaches television production 
classes and a class on critical analysis of 
film at Mayfield High School.
 She has had a long career in radio in 
western Kentucky.
 Her first job right out of high school was 
with WYMC in Mayfield. This weekend job 
helped put Hamby through college as a 
broadcasting major at Murray State.
 She has worked for several radio stations, 
including WBLN in Murray and WYMC, 
WNGO, WVIR-FM and WLLE-FM, all in 
Mayfield.
 Her paper on WNGO served as her final 
project for her master’s program with 
graduation scheduled in May.

 Lochte’s presentation was “The Big Beat 
and Bandstand—How Alan Freed and 
Dick Clark Converted Rock ‘n Roll from a 
Teenagers’ Fad into Cultural Institution.”
 A member of the MSU faculty since 1988, 
he was director of the MSU TV Studios and 
director of the graduate program prior to 
becoming chairman.
 From 2005 to 2011, he was host and 
producer of “The Eisenhower Hour,” a 
fun, nostalgic journey through American 
Popular Music and Culture of the Fifties on 
WKMS-FM.
 Among his publications is a book on 
Murray’s inventor, Nathan B. Stubblefield. 
A documentary on Stubblefield was 
produced based on Lochte’s book.  
 He is currently teaching a class titled 
“They Made It Up: The Original Rock ‘n 
Roll Disc Jockeys of the Fifties” and 
working on a book manuscript about the 
subject.
 Thomas’ topic was “Sci-Fi and Social 
Media, Part 2: Dr. WhoTube.”
 Thomas says the only genres “that contin-
ue to thrive on the Internet are those that 
have established truly personal connections 
with their audiences, something science fic-
tion and Dr. Who have been doing for more 
than 50 years. The classic BBC series is now 
proving to be the most ‘social’ of all the sci-fi 
franchises.”
 She raises the question, “Has fan culture 
influenced social media or is it the reverse? 
Could social media be altering fan culture?”
 A member of the MSU faculty since 2011, 
she received her undergraduate degree in 
journalism with an emphasis in advertising 
from the University of Florida. She earned 
her master’s degree in mass communications 
at Murray State.
 Her media experience includes advertis-
ing and marketing with firms/agencies in 
Florida, Arizona and California.
 Thomas teaches social media, advertising 
and public relations courses and is the ad-
viser to the MSU chapter of Public Relations 
Student Society of America.

Ezumah selected 
Kopenhaver Fellow

Three present at Pop Culture Conference

Shemberger receives
Love of Learning recognition

 The Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver Cen-
ter for the Advancement of Women 
at Florida International Universi-
ty sponsored its second workshop for 
20 Kopenhaver Center Fellows at the 
2014 Association for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communication 
(AEJMC) convention in Montreal, Can-
ada, Aug. 5. 
 The Kopenhaver Center Fellows 
were selected through an application 
process that included the more than 
1000 AEJMC member institutions. 
The workshop program was planned in 
collaboration with AEJMC’s Commis-
sion on the Status of Women and the 
AEJMC Council of Affiliates and was 
centered upon the topic: “Finding Your 
Leadership Voice in the Academy.”
 Dr. Bellarmine Ezumah was selected 
as a Kopenhaver Center Fellow from 

more than 30 applications and will con-
tinue to participate in the program in 
subsequent years and become an affili-
ated scholar of the center. 
 The Kopenhaver Center’s mission is 
to empower women scholars and pro-
fessionals in the field of communica-
tions in order to develop visionaries 
in both the academy and the industry 
who will become leaders in the society 
and make a difference in their commu-
nities. The center can be accessed at 
kopenhavercenter.org.
 The AEJMC conference features ses-
sions and panels on research, teach-
ing methods and public service in the 
various components of journalism and 
mass communication and was attended 
by more than 2,500 college and univer-
sity educators and media executives 
from the U.S and Canada.

Dr. Bob Lochte represented the JMC department at Mayfield High School’s 
Operation Preparation, a career planning workshop for tenth graders.

Jamie Futrell, Bristol Broadcasting, Paducah, was one of the professionals lending 
their insights during October’s Meet the Pros event. Following the panel discus-
sions, the professionals participated in the speed interviewing reception.  The stu-
dent had 90 seconds to make their case before moving to the next professional.
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Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year 
from Mur-
ray State. 
I t ’ s  b e e n 
an  exc i t -
i n g  y e a r 
2014 in the 
D e p a r t -
m e n t  o f 
Journalism 
and Mass 
Communications. Here are a few 
high points. 

After many years of planning, 
we finally added a concentration 
in Public Relations to our existing 
Master’s degree in Mass Commu-
nications. Along with it, we have 
a Graduate Certificate in Public 

Relations for students who don’t 
have the time or need to complete 
the full degree curriculum. 

We offered this for the first 
time in the fall semester. We 
already have 11 students in the 
degree program and about half 
our applicants for spring and fall 
2015 are choosing this concentra-
tion. Many of these are interna-
tional students. 

Once we get all the classes in 
place and run the curriculum 
though a test cycle, we have a 
degree that is very promotable, 
promising healthy growth in our 
graduate program. 

Thanks to graduate coordina-
tor Dr. Debbie Owens and facul-
ty members Dr. Marcie Hinton, 

Dr. Melony Shemberger, and Dr. 
Allen White for making this hap-
pen. 

Join me in congratulating our 
students named to 2015 Who’s 
Who Among Students at Amer-
ican Universities and Colleges. 
You’ll see more details elsewhere 
in this issue, but let me mention a 
few of them. 

Paige Hoffmeister is going to 
work for Country Music Televi-
sion in Nashville. Lexy Gross is 
headed to Chicago for a job at The 
Chicago Tribune. Both of these 
bright young women are still a 
semester away from graduation. 
Sierra Underhill will be moving 
on to Martin Williams in Min-
neapolis after her graduation in 

May. This is truly an outstanding 
group, and we are very proud of 
them.

Let me welcome Ryan Alessi to 
the team in the department. Ryan 
has a long career in Kentucky 
journalism, including stints at the 
Scripps Howard News Service 
and the Lexington Herald-Leader. 
Most recently, Ryan was manag-
ing editor and host of the program 
“Pure Politics” for Time Warner 
Cable’s cn2 from Frankfort. The 
Washington Post named Ryan 
Kentucky’s Best Political Reporter 
in 2013 and Kentucky’s Best State 
Capitol Reporter this year. He’s 
now pursuing an MFA in Creative 
Writing – Non-Fiction at Murray 
State, while working as an editorial 

adviser at The Murray State News 
and TheNews.org. Ryan begins 
teaching classes in the Journalism 
major in January. 

If you’re considering a last 
minute gift to the department, 
let me suggest the JMC Graduate 
Student Scholarship fund at the 
Murray State University Founda-
tion. With the anticipated growth 
in the Master’s degree program, 
we’ll have more students in need 
of financial assistance. Thanks so 
much for your help in the past 
and your loyalty to the depart-
ment. Come visit when you’re in 
Murray. 

Bob Lochte
chair

From the chair:

Name:                                                       Major:                Year graduated:         

Address:                                                      Telephone numbers:

City:                        State:        Zip Code:                Home: (   )__________________

e-mail:                              Business: (   )__________________

Place of Employment (optional):                                         Title:                                

Other information for JMC Journal: 

 

Department of Journalism & Mass Communications
114 Wilson Hall
Murray, KY 42071-3311

e-mail: alumni@jmcjournal.org
http://www.murraystate.edu/jmc
270-809-2387

Please let us know if your address changes

Many have made generous donations to 
the JMC Endowment Fund and/or the 
JMC General Fund. Your support has 
made it possible for us to offer a quality 
education to our students in advertising, 
graphic communications management, 
journalism, public relations and TV pro-
duction. Thank you for being a vital part of 
our team.

Public Relation majors Allison Borthwick (from left), Cody Mal-
vitz, Paige Wilson and Taylor Fischer attended PRSA’s Regional 
Career Development Day in St. Louis on Feb. 28. 

 Students enrolled in a 
journalism capstone course 
at Murray State Universi-
ty published a website that 
examines poverty in Mur-
ray-Calloway County.
 The Murray Poverty Proj-
ect can be found online: 
http://murraypovertyproject.
wordpress.com/
 Each week during the fall 
2014 semester, the eight stu-
dents in JMC 597 Advanced 
Reporting course worked as 
a newsroom to assign and 
edit stories, discuss prog-
ress, consider photos and 
design an online presence 

that documents the impact 
that poverty has in the com-
munity. 
 The course was taught 
by Dr. Melony Shemberger, 
assistant professor of jour-
nalism and mass communi-
cations. 
 The Murray Poverty Proj-
ect was established on the 
fundamentals of advocacy 
journalism, which seeks to 
cover stories no one else will 
touch and promote societal 
change. 
 “This project brings to 
light an issue that deserves 
greater attention in the com-

munity,” Shemberger said. 
“As the students learned, 
poverty impacts people of all 
ages. I am proud of my stu-
dents’ efforts to tell the sto-
ries of those who are work-
ing hard to overcome finan-
cial suffering.”
 In addition to advocacy 
journalism, lessons on aca-
demic research, database 
reporting and specific beat 
areas such as agriculture, 
health care and education 
were studied and discussed 
to help the students com-
plete the project.

Journalism students create website, 
explore poverty in Calloway County


