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Seven top students recognized at banquet
Seven students were honored as tops in
their academic areas within the department at the annual JMC Honors Banquet
April 23. The outstanding seniors were
also recognized at the MSU Honors Day
May 10.
The students were Michael Gallagher,
advertising; Myranda Hall, graphic arts
technology; Steven Peake, television production; Gretchen Green, public relations; Marion Taylor, journalism; and
Muteb Alhammash, graduate student.
In addition, Kirby Feldkamp was the
winner of the Kappa Tau Alpha top academic student award.
Gallagher was a double major in advertising and psychology. He was a member
of the Ads Club and worked on the 2010
JCPenney ad campaign. He was a sales
representative for the Murray State
Gateway Magazine and a member of the
Psychology Club.
He had several presentations including
a poster presentation on “Family Responsibility” during Scholars Week, one on
“Grandchildren Reports on their Relationship with Grandparents” at the annual Southern Gerontological Society meeting in Nashville and one on “The effect of
perceived self-confidence on performance
on a throwing task” at the annual Sport
Psychology Forum at Western Kentucky
University.
Hall, who achieved a 3.95 GPA, was on
the Dean’s List every semester and was a
member of the National Society of Collegiate Scholars.
She had a successful internship in
graphic design with Hues in Glass in
Ennismore, Ontario. She created more
than 300 designs for the store during the
summer of 2012.
Peake, who had a minor in advertising
to go with his television production
major, was highly active with MSU
media.
He was sports anchor for “MSU2Nite”
on MSU TV-11, was an advertising representative for Gateway Magazine and was
the writer/creator of MKYSports.com that
covered MSU sports.
In addition, he was the play-by-play
announcer for Racer baseball games on
the OVC Digital Network, worked in layout and promotion for Racer Insider Magazine and filmed/edited a documentary
on MSU quarterback Casey Brockman.
He was a member of the Ads Club and
the MSU TV Club. He filmed and edited

several commercials for
the ad campaign for
Glidden
Paint.
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public relations and
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of America,
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The News takes third in
national ACP competition
The Murray State News was named
one of the top 10 student newspapers in
the country in a competition at the 92nd
annual National College Media Convention in New Orleans.
The student newspaper won third
place in the four-year weekly category
of the Associated Collegiate Press Best
of Show competition.
Finishing first and second were stu-

dent newspapers from the University of
South Dakota and DePaul University.
Others in the top 10 were the University of Georgia, Western Kentucky University, Mount Mary College, Webster
University, South Dakota State University, California State University, Chico,
and the University of Arkansas.
The October convention was attended
by more than 2,300 students.

Three majors share
athlete of the year award
Photo by Joe Hedges

Sacha DeVroomen Bellman, adviser to The Miami Student at Miami University Ohio, conducts a critique of The Murray State News during the National College Media Convention in New Orleans.
Pictured are (from left) Devin Griggs, McKenzie Willet and Lexy Gross.

Craig retires from classroom
Berry Craig, a 1977 master’s grad in
journalism, retired from a second career
at the end of the spring semester. He
retired as professor of history after 24
years at West Kentucky Community and
Technical College.
Craig worked as a reporter/columnist
for the Paducah Sun for 13 years and as a
freelance writer for the Associated Press
for 18 years.
At WKCTC he taught history classes
but at one time was the adviser to the
college student newspaper. In addition,
he had a syndicated column dealing with
Kentucky history, mainly in west Kentucky.
He has published four books about the

history and politics of Kentucky. They
are True Traits of Old Time Kentucky
Politics, Bombast, Bourbon & Barbeque;
Hidden History of Kentucky in the Civil
War ; Hidden History of Kentucky Soldiers ; and Hidden History of Western
Kentucky.
Craig has a book titled Kentucky’s
South Carolina: the Jackson Purchase in
the Civil War that is due for publication
in spring 2014. He also plans to do books
on eastern and central Kentucky.
While he is retiring from the classroom, he plans to teach a few courses
online while traveling and writing. He
also is in demand as a speaker about his
research and writings.
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Aaron Bleich spoke to JMC students in April. Bleich is executive producer at Sii.TV. His awards
include 2001 Emmy Award recognition for outstanding news coverage of events during 9-11 and
The 160 Award for production excellence.
The JMC Journal is an official
publication of the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communications, Murray State University, produced in support of Murray State journalism and mass

communications graduates. The
JMC Journal is published under
the supervision of the JMC
department chair, Dr. Bob
Lochte.
Opinions expressed in the

When the Student Athlete Advisory
Council honored the top Racers for
2012-13, there was a three-way tie for
the Men’s Athlete of Year Award.
It was shared by Casey Brockman,
football; Isaiah Canaan, basketball; and
Patrick Newcomb, golf. All three were
seniors with majors in the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communications.
Brockman, a journalism major from
Murray, began as
a walk-on player
his
freshman
year. By the end
of his senior year,
he had broken
every MSU single
game, single season and career
passing record.
A two-time AllOVC selection, he
Brockman
also broke several
league records en route to several AllAmerica selections.
He finished sixth in the voting for the
2012 Walter Payton Award, which is
given to the top offensive player at the
FCS. While not picked in the NFL draft,
he was invited to the Seattle minicamp. He is still considering other pro
prospects.
He will graduate in December.
Canaan, an advertising major from
Biloxi, Miss.; was
the OVC Player of
the Year his junior
and senior years.
He is only one of
six MSU players
to score more than
2,000 points in his
career.
In his junior
year he led the
Racers to their
Canaan
highest NCAA rating and a win in

JMC Journal are those of columnists or signed writers and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the department or the
University.
Material for publication

the first round of the tournament. He
was a multiple All-America selection.
He is in the top ten of every offensive
season and career statistics. He was
part of the Racer team that won 106
games, twice winning 31 in a season. In
his senior season he was named to allleague team for the fourth time and
averaged 21.6 points per game.
Known for his three-point shooting
ability, he made 304 to be the all-time
leader at MSU and third all-time in the
OVC. He made national news when he
made his first seven three-point shots in
a victory over Austin Peay at
Clarksville.
Canaan, who graduated in May, has
attended NBA camps was drafted by
the Houston Rockets.
Newcomb, an advertising major from
Benton, won the
OVC Player of the
Year his junior
and senior years.
During
the
2012-13 season, he
won his second
consecutive Kentucky State Amateur title and
advanced to the
USGA
United
Newcomb
States Amateur
round of 16.
Newcomb had eight total collegiate
wins and 31 top-20 finishes in his fouryear Racer career. This season he had
nine top-10 finishes and a 71.3 scoring
average. His scoring average was number one in the OVC and tied for 20th in
the nation.
He played in the NCAA Men’s Golf
Championship regional play in
Arkansas in May .
Newcomb, who is scheduled to graduate at the end of the fall semester, will
look to turn pro sometime in the near
future.
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ALUMNI NOTES
1953

W i l l i a m N . M c E l r a t h (53)
has a book out with a Kentucky
connection: Pilgrims on the
Wilderness Road.

1956

W il l iam (B il l) W il li ams Jr.
(56), publisher emeritus of The
Paris Post-Intelligencer, was one
of six journalists named as the
first inductees into the Tennessee Journalism Hall of Fame
at Middle Tennessee State University.

1963

N a n c y T a y l o r (63) is retired
after teaching math 38 years.
B i l l y B . W i l l i a m s (63) is a
retired executive enjoying golf
and sleeping in.

1965

J e rr y He n d o n (65) is retired
from Exxon and working part
time, teaching fly fishing and
enjoying a slower pace of life.
He currently lives in The Woodlands, Texas.
D r . R ob e r t M cG a u g he y III
(65), is a retired professor at
Murray State.

1966

E d T r o t t e r (66) has just
retired as associate vice president of undergraduate programs
at California State University,
Fullerton, where he taught and
was an administrator for 38
years.

1967

R i c h a r d S . K a h n (67) is the
founder and president of Kahn
Travel Communications publishing company and KTCpr public
relations and marketing.

1969

R u s s e l l O . D i B e l l o (69) has
retired from his position of chief
fiscal officer of the New York
State Department of Corrections. He now spends his time
playing golf, trading stocks and
playing the horses.

1970

R o n C l a r k (70) is the news
editor of The Paducah Sun.

1971

Jerry Bay ne (71) is executive
director of the Brubeck Arts
Center at Wabash Valley College
in Mt. Carmel, Ill. He is married to Victoria Akers (1975)
who is retired from teaching
French at Mt. Carmel High
School.

1972

M a r i e W e l l s C o u t u (72,73)
had her first novel published by
Write Integrity Press in June.
The book, For Such a Moment,
won the Books of Hope Contest,
resulting in a three-book contract. She is also a communications specialist at the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in
Charlotte, N.C.
J o h n G . M u r r a y (72) is station manager of radio stations
WVLE & WLCK in Scottsville,
KY.

1973

Karen I s bell (73) runs a writing and consulting business,
Isbell Ink, in St. Louis.
C. Denni s McN att (73) executive director of Kindred
Louisville Subacute unit. He and
his wife, Jeannie (Ausenbaugh)
(1972), live in Louisville and
have four grandchildren.

1975

J o h n G re e n (75) is associate
vice president for university
advancement, marketing and
relations at Kutztown University of Pennsylvania.
N anci Peters on Greg g (75) is
managing editor at Publishing &
Marketing Solutions, Inc., in
Spring Hill, Tenn.
Susan Cle m McMichae lGuerra (75) is a freelance copywriter and marketing consultant
in St. Louis.

1976

Rachel Flora Koeni ger (76) is
a library assistant at the Washington & Lee University School
of Law in Lexington, Va.
Ri ta Mitchell (76) is the communications director of The
Webb School in Bell Buckle,
Tenn.
W i l l i a m M i t c h e l l (76) is the
general manager of the Shelbyville Times-Gazette in Shelbyville, Tenn.
J a k e P o s t m a (76) is station
manager at GPAT23 in
Greenville, N.C.

1977

K a t h y C a n a v a n (77) is a
grantwriter, ghostwriter and
freelance writer for The
Philadelphia Inquirer , The
AARP Bulletin , and Gannett
and Rodale magazines. She is
married to John Sweeney, editorial editor of the News Journal
in Wilmington, Del. She was a
2011 National Health Journalism Fellow at the University of
Southern California’s Annenberg
School. She is currently writing

a history of families connected to
the Lincoln Assassination. Her
blog is www.lincolnwonk.com
Ci ndy Klos e (77) is an anchor
at KWCH TV in Wichita, Kan.

1978

D a n n y B e a v e r s (78) has
retired. He was the Caldwell
County Times editor & photographer, sports editor at the Ky.
New Era, and taught at Caldwell
County High School for 30 years.
D e b b i e D e W e e s e (78,82) is
the new executive director of the
Paducah Rotary Club. She is a
retired teacher/administrator
with 33 years of education experience.
D on na Sim mo ns Hickm an
(78) is the executive director of
the United Way of St. Francois
County, Farmington, Mo.
Ga be Hobbs (78) is president
of Gabe Hobbs Media, LLC, a
talent management and media
consulting firm based in St.
Petersburg, Fla.
P at S l att ery (78) is the chief
photographer for Vanderbilt
University news and communications.

1979

Ron Beaton (79) is a certified
financial planner professional/wealth manager in Paducah,
Ky. Ron and his wife own and
operate their independent firm,
Ron Beaton’s Money Matters.
R o n n i e “ L a n e ” P a y n e (79)
aka Night Train Lane is an
update anchor/fill-in show host
on 620 WDAE and a studio host
for Buccaneers Radio Network.

1980

Anne W ooten Green (80) is a
special correspondent with the
Winston-Salem Journal.
G u y H a l l (80) is the media
director at First Christian
Church in Newburgh, Ind.
L i s a Ma rc el l i no H ou s er (80)
works in tuition management for
the St. Columban Parish, Loveland, Ohio.
El aine S p ald ing (80) is president of the Salisbury-Rowan
County, N.C., Chamber of Commerce.

1981

Kenny Klei n (81) is the senior
associate athletic director/sports
information director at the University of Louisville.
M e l a n i e A . M a r t i n (81) is a
free-lance marketing communications specialist and book editor in Dallas, Texas.
Dav id Wil ls (81) is an adjunct
professor of physical geography

at John Tyler Community College, in Midlothian, Va.

1982

C h r y s B r u m m a l (82) is the
international publishing consultant for Jostens in Clarksville,
Tenn.
M i k e F r a s e r (82) is the vice
president of global sustainability
services for Schneider Electric.
T re s s a B re we r Ro s s (82, 06)
works in recruitment and retention for MSU’s College of Education.
K en W al k er (82) is the news
editor at the Paris Post-Intelligencer in Paris, Tenn.

1983

D anny Bund y (83) is a document processing specialist with
the Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives in Frankfort.
J erry Emi g (83) is an associate sports information director/football contact at Ohio State
University.
S y ed M a hm o o d u l H a fi z (83)
is at M&R International in
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Fel ecia Dix on He nderson
(83) is an assistant managing
editor at The Detroit News.
D r. Ja mi e M . B y rn e- Mc C ol l um (83,85) is the interim dean
of the College of Professional
Studies at the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock.

1984

Bob Bertram (84) is an artist
and part owner of OA Gallery in
Kirkwood, Mo.
K e l l y S h a nn o n C a rl s o n (84)
is general counsel/director at
Youth Villages, Inc. in Memphis,
Tenn.
A la n Za ch ari a s (84) is president of Zacharias Advancement
Consulting LLC, in Wheaton,
Ill., www.zadvancement.com.

1985

C l i nt G oi n s (85) is employed
at the KY Dept. of Education,
Office of Knowledge, Information and Data Services. On the
weekends, he produces and/or
directs sports broadcasts for various networks.
Debra Hal ler (85) is the executive producer/VP of creative
development for Three Chicks
Media, Inc. in Seattle.
J o e H a y n e s (85) is the
radio/television specialist at
Murray State University.
K i mb er l y W at s on (85) is the
senior account manager for the
Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity.

1986

P a t s y C a r r u t h e r s (86) is
director of the Academic Technology Group, University of Kentucky Academic Planning, Analytics & Technologies (formerly
UKIT). She and her husband,
J.D. (1986), and their two children live in Lexington.
J u l i e T u c k e r F i n l e y (86) is
the vice president of educational
initiatives for the U.S. Space
and Rocket Center.
L i s a R u s s e l l H a l l (86) is an
administrative law judge with
the Office of Disability Adjudications and Review in Raleigh, N.C.
Dav id Wi lham (86) is director
of product marketing - benefits/spending accounts for ADP.

1987

Miche le Simmon s Baumg arth (87) is the receptionist at
Holy Redeemer Catholic School
in Johns Creek, Ga.
Jo n Bo rton (87) is vice president of educational services for
the Nebraska Hospital Association.
Ki mberly Oles Cas ebeer (87)
is director of foundation relations and donor stewardship at
Wesleyan College.
E d K a u f f e l d (87) is the vice
president of east coast for The
Chefs Warehouse.
A l i s o n M a r s h a l l (87) is the
veterans affairs liaison for Murray State University.
Jann Was her May es (87 MA)
is the director of extended programs at the University of Memphis Collierville campus in
Memphis, Tenn.
Jan Og les by (87) is a relationship officer for Tommy Spaulding, NY Times Bestselling
author and speaker. She is also
director of admissions and marketing for Spaulding Leadership
Institute’s National Leadership
Academy.
K y l e S p u r g e o n (87) is president/CEO of the Jackson Chamber in Jackson, Tenn.

1988

J i l l H e r n d o n (88) is an
English teacher at Calloway
County High School in Murray.
J e nn if er Mc K ir ch y K e a ch
(88) serves as a school board
member for the Henderson
County Schools in Henderson,
Ky.
Mand y Murp hey (88) is the 5
and 9 p.m. anchor at KTVI Fox 2
in St. Louis.

1989

R a n d y H e r n d o n (89) is the
broadcast television teacher at
Calloway County High School in
Murray.
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Dr . C y nth ia B ond Ho pson
(89) recently published her seventh book, The Women of Haywood, Their Lives, Our Legacy,
oral histories of professional
African American women in
Haywood County, Tenn. She and
her husband, Roger, live in
Lebanon, Tenn. She is the chief
inspiration officer at Touched By
Grace Ministry in Lebanon.
A n t h o n y P e o p l e s (89) is the
morning meteorologist at CBS4
WHBF-TV in Rock Island, Ill.
Rae Charl ton Wag oner (89) is
the director of communication
for the Kentucky Soybean Promotion Board. She lives in
Eddyville, Ky.

1990

Terry Gri ffi n (90) is associate
director of business development
at SOS-Retail Services in
Franklin, Tenn.
J o e A l l e n M a t t i n g l y (90) is
the videoconferencing coordinator for the Kentucky Cabinet for
Health and Family Services.
Kell y Nel son (90) is president
& CEO of Rausch & Pausch LP
in Auburn, Ala.
Kell i B urkeen Par sons (90) is
senior vice president and chief
communications officer at Fannie Mae in Washington.
Jim
Shaheen
(90)
is
founder/president of Strategic
Behavioral Health, opened his
seventh psychiatric facility (with
another in College Station opening in 2014) and was recently
featured in Marketwatch as a
top 100 company.
The Rev. Jim Tri mble (90) is
rector of St. James’ Episcopal
Church in Pewee Valley, KY.
Troy Wurth (90) is the director
of marketing communications for
Franke, based in Smyrna, Tenn.

1991

Nik i Runyon Shaheen (91) is
the executive director and founder
of the JC Runyon Foundation, a
not-for-profit public charity that
provides collegiate funding for
students who have been affected
by a psychiatric disorder.
M i c h a e l W i n n (91) is sales
manager for Auto Solutions, Inc.
in Owings Mills, Md.
R ob e r t C . W ri g ht J r. , CF P
(91) is managing principal at
Waddell & Reed in Louisville, Ky.

1992

Ro nd a Da lt on Gi bs o n (92) is
the Paducah/McCracken underwriting representative for NPR
affiliate WKMS-FM.
Joe McLean (92) is vice president of global business and document services at JP Morgan
Chase in Columbus, Ohio.

J ay Mo reh ead (92) is the art
director at Jostens Printing and
Publishing in Clarksville. He
has been with Jostens for 20
years.
S t a c e y C r o o k Y o u n g (92) is
the director of customer service
at Baptist Health Paducah.

1993

T r ac i H am l i n B oy d (93) is a
self-employed attorney in Lexington, Ky.
D a v i d B r y a n t (93) is vice
president/general manager for
the cabinet components division
of MJB Wood Group.
E ri n S mi th Co lb aug h (93) is
the events coordinator for the
city of Hoover, Ala.
J u d y G a r g u s (93,95) is the
area director of the American
Cancer Society in Owensboro,
Ky.
K r i s t i e H e l m s (93) was
recently named vice president
and head of interactive marketing and social media at State
Street in Boston, Mass.
A my P i ck ar d S h el to n (93) is
director of marketing and communications at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington.
She lives in Northern Virginia
with her husband Rich, stepdaughter Sarah and son Royce.
John Tayl or (93) is an industrial scheduler for Alstom Transportation in Hornell, N.Y.

1994

R e y C r a i g (94) received an
honorable discharge in May
2012. He is currently taking premed classes at Indiana University Southeast. He hopes to attend
medical school and work as a
physician for the Veterans
Administration or the U.S. Public Health Service.
Ty Eng lebri ght (94) works in
loan and business development
for First Southern National
Bank in Princeton, Ky.
Cammi e Max well Evans (94)
is the college and career planner
for Trigg County Public Schools.
Sta cy R usse lbur g Fr eed
(94,05) is a lecturer in the
department of communications
at the University of Tennessee
at Martin.
Ki na Hurt Knig ht (94) is simulator/operations support transportation (DOT) administrator at FLW, LLC, in Benton,
Ky.
H eat her B eg le y Lo ck wo od
(94) is the director of global digital marketing for Aveda - Estee
Lauder Companies.
G r e g T e f f e r t i l l e r (94) is the
lead strategist and founder of
Artios Partners, a marketing
agency located in Atlanta, Ga.

Am y He l m W i l s o n (94,98) is
the senior training specialist at
Phelps County Regional Medical
Center in Rolla, Mo.

1995

M a g g i e C a r t e r F u l c h e r (95)
received her master’s degree in
education at UTM and teaches
kindergarten at WG Rhea in
Paris, Tenn. She and her husband, Steve, have two daughters.
J a m e y J e n n i n g s (95) is the
company manager for the
national tour of the musical “We
Will Rock You” by Queen and
Ben Elton.
Lee Ling o (95) is president of
the Madisonville-Hopkins County (Ky.) Chamber of Commerce.
D a v e W a s h b u r n (95,96) is
vice president of operations at
FLW.

1996

S t e p h a n i e C l i c k (96) is the
communications specialist at
Sugar Creek Baptist Church in
Sugar Land, Texas. She is also a
freelance social media consultant
and blogs at stephanieclick.com.
Josh Johns on (96) is a district
manager over Western Kentucky
with Combined Insurance.
Shaun Kern (96) is a sales representative for Rudd Equipment
Company in Lexington, Ky.
Shi rley Trai l Lanier (96) has
been appointed to the Four Rivers
Behavioral Health board of directors; the Purchase Area District
Development (PADD) board, serving the aging committee; and
reappointed to the PaducahMcCracken County senior citizen’s
board of directors, Paducah, Ky.
Dr. Rebe cca A. Sullivan
S a w y e r (96) was named vice
president for student life at
Notre Dame of Maryland University in Baltimore, Md.

1997

Jennifer DeMars h Cl ine (97)
is account supervisor/brand leader for Intrinzic Inc.
Jaso n Di ck (97) is senior production manager at Pure Red
Integrated Marketing.
Va le ri e Ko ty s Lu th er (97) is
the sports marketing manager at
Anheuser-Busch in St. Louis.
D a r r y l M a r s h a l l (97) is an
associate director at NBA
TV/Turner Sports.
J o n a t h a n O l i v e r (97) is a
member of the law firm of Whitlow, Roberts, Houston & Straub,
PLLC in Paducah, Ky.
D’Anna Bro wning Sal lin (97)
received her master’s in organizational communications in 2013
and is a locomotive product specialist at Siemens Rail Automation.

D a n n y V o w e l l (97) is the
media services producer at
Ebonite International, Inc. in
Hopkinsville, Ky.

1998
Ken Carmode (98) is vice president of sales/marketing for WW
Wood Products in Dudley, Mo.
Ang ela W ils on Hal e (98,99) is
the marketing coordinator for
Southeastern Illinois College in
Harrisburg, Ill.
M i n a K o u k l a n (98) is the
director of talent acquisition at
Signature HealthCare, LLC.
D e o n n a M c C o r d (98) is an
English teacher at Crittenden
County High School in Marion,
Ky.
T e rr i B o wi n S am (98) is the
advertising sales manager at
Leader Publications in Akron,
Ohio.
T r i ci a S e n g e r Sc h a l e k a m p
(98) is the materials development manager at REI.

1999
C h a d D a r n a l l (99) is the
assistant chief photographer at
WPSD-TV.
T o r y H o l t o n D a u g h r i t y (99,
02) is director of marketing and
public relations for the Henry
County Medical Center in Paris,
Tenn.
D a na B la n ken sh ip K elle y
(99) is a graphic designer for
Examkrackers, Inc.
R y a n W a g n e r (99) is the
owner of VisualRush Website &
Design Solutions, a graphic and
website development studio in
Evansville, Ind.

2000
M a t t B a r l o w (00) is the IT
administrator at Data Records
Management Services in Paducah, Ky.
T he re sa Zo rt ma n Da Silva
(00) is the manager of product
marketing at ZirMed and a realtor at the Gariepy Group in
Louisville, Ky.
Heather W allace Garton (00)
is assistant controller for the
Hutton Hotel in Nashville, Tenn.
M i r a n d a M e r c e r P i e s z c h a ls k i (00) is a portfolio manager
with Old National Bank.
Col leen Klei n Tayl or (00) is a
business development specialist
at Arrow Electronics in Denver,
Colo.
E la na Ko rn eg ay T ho mp s o n
(00,02) is the corporate relations
officer for Indianapolis-based
non-profit Starfish Initiative.

2001

B r a d D ar n a l l (01) is a math
teacher at South Marshall Middle School in Benton, Ky.

Les lie Haviland (01) completed her master in business administration degree from Keiser University in April, was awarded the
super leaguer of the year award
by the Junior League of Martin
County, Fla., and was nominated
for the Soroptimist Woman of
Distinction award in the volunteer category.
Earl S imms (01) is the senior
director of the Missouri Charter
Public School Association.

2002

S cott Gib so n (02) is the community resource advocate at
Health Care Excel and the
owner of Louisville Trivia.
Laura Bowland Grumley (02)
is the public relations coordinator for Lourdes in Paducah, Ky.
K a t h y H a y e s (02) is an
account manager at Medialets in
Chicago.
K ri s t a Ki m m el (02) is a lecturer in the department of communication at Eastern Kentucky
University in Richmond.
Dr . Ke v i n Th om as (02,04) is
the director of retention and student success at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville (SIUE).

2003

Adam Bled s oe (03) is a director at WHAS-TV in Louisville,
Ky.
Am a n d a L e e B l e d s o e (03) is
senior analyst in communications at Yum! Brands, Inc.
Helene Diamond (03) graduated from Arizona State (2013) with
a masters in special education.
She is a fourth grade teacher in
Phoenix, Ariz., and plans to
implement an extracurricular
performing arts program for
underprivileged and special needs
children in her school district.
Katie Dunman Drane (03,05)
is a professional blogger and
owner of the website Fun Home
Things.
J e r e m y K i r k (03) is the
deputy installation emergency
manager at Sheppard AFB in
Wichita Falls, Texas.
E d w i n R i c h e r s o n (03) is the
video services coordinator at
Murray Electric System.
K y l e S h a d o a n (03) is a customer service representative at
General Dynamics Information
Technology.
Mariette S yd nor (03) is benefits administrator at AK Steel in
West Chester, Ohio.
Emily W ils on (03) is a physician recruiter at Lourdes Hospital in Paducah, Ky.
Please see Alumni

Notes
page 9

Fall 2013 JMC Journal 5

BBDO executive visits campus
John Osborn, CEO of BBDONew York, spoke to students
and faculty about marketing in
a digital world in his April 26
visit to campus.
BBDO, an Omnicom Group
company, is a leading global
advertising agency. In the United States, it has offices in
Atlanta, Chicago, Cincinnati,
Minneapolis, New York and San
Francisco.
Some of BBDO’s clients
include AT&T, Bayer, Campbell’s Soup, ExonMobil, FedEx,
GE, Johnson & Johnson, Proctor
& Gamble, Pepsico, Starbucks,
Visa and Volkswagen.
A graduate of Dartmouth University, Osborn joined BBDO in
1991. He began his BBDO career
on the Pepsi account and was the
main architect of the agency’s
integrated marketing efforts,
expanding the agency’s service
offerings to include digital marketing, direct marketing, CRM,

custom publishing and more.
He became president and CEO
of the New York agency in 2004.
Since then the agency has
received recognition as “Agency
of the Year” from all of the leading industry trade publications
(Adweek, twice; Campaign, four
times; and Ad Age, once)
Osborn is chairman of the
board for the Center for Excellence in Advertising at Howard
University, chairman of the
board of the American Advertising Federation and a member of
the New York chapter of AAAA.
In recognition of his accomplishments, in 2003 he was
inducted into the AAF Hall of
Achievement, which honors people 40 years old and under for
contributions to business. He
also has been named to Crain’s
New York Business List of “40
under 40” and a “Young Global
Leader” by the World Economic
Forum.

Photo by Orville Herndon

John Osborn, president and chief executive officer of BBDO, spoke to students about moving from digital marketing
to marketing in a digital world in April.

Qualls receives second place
in teaching ideas competition
By Michael T. Martínez
A week or so before Prof. Kevin Qualls teaches his
Media Law students the First versus Sixth Amendment principles of a free press and a fair trial, he
shows them six to eight television news clips of the
kidnapping, rape and murder of a 4-year-old child in
Louisville. Included among
the clips are an alleged confession by the suspect, his
prior convictions and
whether the state is going to
seek the death penalty.
Then, when the class discusses pre-trial publicity
and whether it is prejudicial
or not, his students have a
Qualls
local point of reference from
which to draw. He asks
them the threshold question of all potential jurors
during voir-dire: “Can you set aside anything you
have learned or believe about this case, and make a
determination of innocence or guilt based solely
upon the evidence presented at trial?”
To date, Qualls has used this exercise six times.
The first few times, students said they believed the
suspect was guilty, but said “yes,” they were willing
to set aside their opinions and consider the evidence
that was presented. More recently he has asked the
same question, but instead of the yes/no answer, he
is using a semantic differential scale and is finding
that the “yes” may not be so definite. “It’s just off
center on a seven-point scale,” Qualls said.
Qualls has found that when students start discussing a local case that they can relate to, they
often realize that the concepts relate directly back to
the case briefs of Supreme Court decisions involving

prejudicial publicity they had to write. It’s wonderful to see their “faces light up” when they make the
connection, he said.
The students readily understand the issues of
prejudicial pre-trail publicity. They are old enough
to have seen the coverage of the Casey Anthony trial
and question “what the responsibility of the journalist is.” They learn about the traditional remedies of
voir-dire, change of venue, sequestration and continuance, but question whether these remedies provide
a “neat and tidy answer” to the current media environment in which news stories have an indefinite
life on the Internet. So far no one has come up with
a solution to that problem.
This class exercise was born after Qualls served
as an expert witness in support of a change of venue
motion in the murder trial in the summer of 2010.
The court refused to allow a survey of potential
jurors that could prove prejudice, so he was charged
with attempting to determine whether the extensive
media coverage was prejudicial. He gathered three
years, totaling 69 hours, of television news coverage
from the murder to the start of the trial. Out of that
came this exercise.
Qualls is an assistant professor of Journalism and
Mass Communications in the Bauernfeind College
of Business at Murray State. He won second place in
the 2012 Law and Policy Division teaching ideas
competition for this entry in experiential learning.
(http://www.aejmc.net/law/lawnotes/SecondPlace2012.pdf )
Photo by Orville Herndon

Dr. Martinez is the teaching standards chair for the
law and policy division of AEJMC and an assistant
professor in the University of Tenn.–Knoxville’s
School of Journalism & Electronic Media.

Shasta O’Neal, an administrative specialist with MSU’s Digital Media Services,
showed high school students the finer points of video camera operation during the department’s annual High School Media Workshop in September. Students interested in broadcasting were able to participate in four video-related
sessions which were taught by JMC faculty, Digital Media Services staff and
students majoring in TV Production.
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Dr. Milton Reigelman, kneeling, professor of English and director of
international programs at Centre
College, was one of the visitors in
Dr. Bellarmine (Bella) Ezumah’s
Governor’s Scholars Program class
last summer. Ezumah’s group visited
WKMS, The Murray Ledger & Times
and WPSD Local 6. The group produced the Governor’s Gazette, a first
in the GSP’s 30 year history.
Ezumah’s classes used The Murray
State News and one of the JMC
department’s iMac labs to design
and lay out their newspaper.

Owens attends seminar
Dr. Debbie Owens participated in the TW College Professors
Thought Leadership Seminar this summer. The day-and-a-half
seminar took place at the Time Warner Medialab which is designed
to provide cutting-edge research for its media and entertainment
operations in the digital age. The lab is located in Time Warner
Center in New York. Thirty people were selected to attend the seminar, which was sponsored by the Broadcast Education Association.

Wright named a
Kopenhaver Fellow
Leigh Wright, assistant professor and head of the journalism sequence in the Department
of Journalism and Mass Communications, is among 25 educators selected for the inaugural
class of the Kopenhaver Fellows.
The program seeks to help
female junior faculty with networking and mentoring as they
seek tenure and promotion
and/or administrative positions.
The program is sponsored by
the Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver
Center for the Advancement of
Women in Communication in
the School of Journalism and
Communication at Florida
International University and
the Commission on the Status of
Women of AEJMC (Association
for Education in Journalism and
Mass Communication).
Participants in the “Women

Faculty Moving Forward” program met prior to the AEJMC
convention in August to learn
about mentoring and training
opportunities.
Keynote speakers were
Dianne Lynch, president of
Stephens College, and Hagit
Limor, past president of the
Society of Professional Journalists.
Kopenhaver Fellows were also
invited to participate in webinars through the Kopenhaver Center and participate as an affiliated fellow in research opportunities.
Wright joined the MSU faculty in 2011 after 16 years as
reporter and features editor at
the Paducah Sun. She holds the
bachelor’s and MFA degrees
from Murray State.

Photo by Orville Herndon

Dr. Kevin Qualls, seated center, talks with Sid Easley, left, a Murray attorney and 1962 Murray State graduate, about
Dr. Rainey T. Wells. Qualls prepared a documentary on the University’s founder during the spring semester. TV Productions students were involved in the production and post-production of the documentary.

Groves ends two decades on the air
Donna Groves, a 1984 journalism graduate,
retired April 12 after more than two decades as
news director for WKYX/WKYQ radio in Paducah.
Groves joined the WKYX/WKYQ news department in 1986 and worked there until retirement
with the exception of years she worked for the
Paducah Sun in the 1990s.
From 2007-2013 she won 22 Associated Press

radio news awards, including the 2013 Best Radio
Reporter award.
She said that the Heath High School shootings
in 1997 and the 9/11 terrorist attacks were the
two hardest stories she had to cover.
She and her husband plan to move to Hendersonville, N. C.
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Faculty discuss news values in the social media age
Four faculty members of the
Department of Journalism and
Mass Communications presented a panel discussion about
news values in the social media
age during the 58th-annual
Broadcast Education Association
convention in Las Vegas.
The session was titled “An
Outgrown Paradigm: Are the
Core News Values of Yesterday
Still Applicable in our Digital
Age?”
Dr. Bellarmine Ezumah,
assistant professor, initiated the
topic and wrote the proposal.
She coordinated the panel and
invited three JMC faculty members and two other professors in
the field of journalism from Tennessee State University in
Nashville, Tenn., and Andrews
University in Michigan.
She served as both the moderator and a panelist eliciting topical questions that define the
new face of journalism in the

digital age.
Dr. Debbie Owens, associate
professor and head of the graduate program, discussed how professors teach students the professional standards of news in
the social media age.
Dr. Kevin Qualls, assistant professor and head of the television
production sequence, spoke about
the growing issue of news organizations airing or publishing usergenerated social media comments
and Leigh Wright, assistant professor and head of the journalism
sequence,
discussed
how
reporters use social media tools to
enhance the core news values of
timeliness and proximity.
Joining the Murray State professors were Dr. Desrene Vernon
of Andrews University, who
spoke about the medium as the
message, and Dr. Terry Likes,
chairman of the journalism
department of Tennessee State
University, who discussed how

broadcasters are adapting to the
social media change.
In addition, Wright was
selected as one of 10 journalism
educators to present a fiveminute teaching seminar during
BEA Ignite. Wright offered tips
about how to use the social
media tool Storify in journalism
classes to teach students how to
write narratives while pulling
together multimedia elements
from social media. BEA Ignite is
a peer-reviewed competition.
Wright also was elected as the
webmaster for the Interactive
Technologies and Emerging
Media division of BEA.
BEA is a professional association for journalism educators,
industry professionals and graduate students engaged in teaching and research related to electronic media and multimedia.
The organization has a membership of 1,600 people and 275
schools.

Four MSU faculty members presented a panel at the annual Broadcast Education Association (BEA) in Las Vegas April 8-11. From the left, Dr. Bellaramine
Ezumah, Leigh Wright, both of Murray State, Dr. Desrene Vernon of
Andrews University, Dr. Debbie Owens of Murray State, Dr. Terry Likes,
chairman of the journalism department at Tennessee State University, and Dr.
Kevin Qualls of Murray State.

Photo by Kyser Lough

The staff of The Murray State News displays the awards received during the Kentucky Intercollegiate Press Association’s
awards presentation in January in Louisville. The 2013 KIPA meeting was part of a joint convention which also included
the Kentucky Press Association, Kentucky High School Journalism Association and Ky. News Photographers Association.

Instructors use Fotobabble app
to increase current events knowledge

Photo by Zachary Cates

Tim Crawford, Mondi Group, Jackson, was one of the presenters for the
graphic communications media program’s Gravure Day. This year’s Gravure
Day was held on March 29 and featured five industry professionals: Chris
Lovorn, Quad/Graphics; Crawford; Steve Doughty, Publisher’s Printing; Judy
Jones, RR Donnelley; and Kyle Willis, Quad/Graphics.

When two Murray State journalism instructors
grew weary of students failing the weekly current
events pop quizzes, they didn’t give up. They innovated.
Leigh Wright, assistant professor of journalism
and head of the journalism sequence, and Elizabeth Price, research and instruction librarian for
the Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of Business,
devised an exercise that combined a social media
app with the convergence skills today’s reporters
need. Students in the spring sections of JMC 194
(Newswriting) selected a topic in the news, wrote
their own version of the story and narrated it
using the app Fotobabble.
Fotobabble allows people to record audio over a

still photo and either share on a blog or social
media. Students then uploaded their Fotobabbles
to the course blogs in Blackboard and commented
on the newsworthiness of the stories. The instructors then polled students each week to determine
which story was the most newsworthy.
Wright and Price’s efforts earned them two presentations. They presented “Rescue a Worn-Out
Assignment with a Technological Twist” at the
Kentucky Innovations Conference in Lexington in
May. Their presentation “Technological Twist on
Current Events” also was selected as one of 25
poster presentations at AEJMC’s Great Ideas For
Teachers competition at the national convention in
Washington, D.C. in August.
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Dr. Lesya Kalynska, a filmmaker from Ukraine, was on campus Nov. 12-13 to show and discuss her work with students
in the TV production classes. Kalynska is a founder of Pomegranate Studios in New York where she works as a producer and director. She has directed four episodes of a documentary for Ukrainian national television and numerous
shorts, both fiction and non-fiction, in the United States and Eastern Europe. Her work has been shown at the Sundance and Cannes film festivals. She studied with director Spike Lee at the New York University film school.

Design class gives the Planet a new look
Nine students in the JMC
396- Publication Design class
helped facilitate a re-design of
the Metropolis Planet during the
fall 2012 semester.
After learning about page
design and layout techniques,
the students worked together to
propose design changes to the
paper and then presented them
at the Planet in December.
Meghann Anderson, Nicholas
Dolan, Jessica Haynes, Rebecca
Higley, Kyra Ledbetter, Austin
Ramsey, Victoria Rodriguez
Clavero, Marion Taylor and
Christopher Wilcox proposed
changes to the front page layout,
masthead, flag and inside pages

including elements such as obituaries and community reports.
“I thought they were very professional and knowledgeable in
their presentation,” said Areia
Hathcock, general manager of
the Planet. “Our whole staff sincerely appreciates the effort the
students put into the work and
the designs they came up with. “
Hathcock said the staff immediately met after the students
presented and discussed what
elements they believed would
benefit their paper and those
they felt would not fit the community and reader base. In January 2013, they unveiled a
newly-redesigned layout based

on the students’ input.
“The students faced a challenge in having an instructor
change mid-semester, but they
handled it tremendously and
put together a professional and
well-done proposal for the
paper,” said Kyser Lough, a
graduate assistant who took
over teaching duties for Joe
Hedges in the final two months.
The Metropolis Planet is a
weekly newspaper in Metropolis,
Ill. with 4,100 circulation. It also
publishes The Southern Scene,
which stretches the circulation
to 17,400. It can be found online
at www.metropolisplanet.com.

Dr. Bob Lochte received a $10,083.60 grant from the Murray Cable Commission. Participating in the presentation
were, front row, from left: Cameron Miller, Time Warner; Lochte; Teresa Speed, Murray City Schools; David Dowdy,
Calloway County Schools; back row, from left: Pete Lancaster, Murray City Council, Bill Wells, Mayor; Brenda Rowland, Cable Commission; Buford Anderson, Cable Commission; Stephanie Phillips, Murray Electric; Tina Cox, Murray
Electric; and John Yates, Cable Commission.

Bob Valentine, top row, center, poses with his spring 2013 Advertising Media
Sales class. In four weeks the class sold more than $20,000 in advertising for
the Summer O booklet.

Valentine voted best teacher
in Best of Murray student poll
Bob Valentine, senior lecturer
in Journalism and Mass Communications, has been selected
as Murray State’s “Best Faculty
Member” in the Best of Murray
student poll conducted by The
Murray State News.
This marks the second year in
a row he has won the honor.
A member of the MSU faculty
since 1974, he teaches in advertising and the beginning course
for all majors in the department.
He has taught in theatre and
served as guest director for both
the MSU Theatre and Murray’s
Community Theatre (Playhouse
in the Park).
He began his teaching career
at the University of Kentucky,
where he earned his undergraduate degree in history and his
master’s degree in communications. He then served as lecturer in communications before
coming to Murray State to teach
speech courses and serve as the
director of forensics.
His debate team won the
national title in 1982 and captured many event trophies during his years as the debate
coach.
He left teaching for several
years to start several companies, including Theatre Arts
Enterprises, Medical Claims
Services and Prologue, LLC (the
book publishing division).
Valentine returned to fulltime teaching in 1999 with a
split load between JMC and
Theatre. In 2001 he became cohead of Elizabeth Residential
College with Bob McGaughey
and served as the head from
2003-07.

As college head, he set up and
taught many sessions in the residence hall and he and
McGaughey taught the first forcredit course in the residential
college.
He has taught for many years
in the annual JMC High School
Journalism and Broadcasting
Workshop. He and McGaughey
have done workshops in advertising, public relations and communications since 1978.
The two have also entertained
thousands in the mid-South
with their two-man stand-up
comedy act, “Dr. Trey and Dr.
Vee.”
He was recognized for his outstanding teaching when he
received the 2009 Regents
Teaching Award for the College
of Business. He was recognized
for his contributions to the arts
when he won the Betty Lowry
Award for leadership in the support of the arts in 1992 by the
Murray-Calloway Chamber of
Commerce.
The editor/publisher of Murray Life Magazine, he is the
author of two books, The Medical Money Mess and Seasons
(2009).
He is known for his portrayal
of Mark Twain, Thomas Edison,
Nathan B. Stubblefield and
Rainey T. Wells.
He also performs at Scottish
games throughout the U. S. and
has a CD of Scottish stories, “I’ll
Take the Low Road.”
Valentine says his motivation
for teaching is seeing his students succeed both in the classroom and later in life and know
he may have influenced their
accomplishments.
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ALUMNI NOTES
continued from page 4

2004

W i ll i am A mos (04) is special
events coordinator for the city of
Mobile, Ala.
D e n i s e B r a z z e l l (04) is the
director of student services for
the University of Kentucky College of Engineering’s Paducah
campus.
K e n C o n k l i n (04) is a news
producer at WAVE-TV in
Louisville, Ky.
J o r d a n E a k i n (04) is senior
art director at McKinney.
El len Cop eland L ee (04) is a
sales consultant at Mike Smith
Kia in Paducah, Ky.
Mi k e Max we ll (04) is a market leader and assistant vice
president for Branch Banking
and Trust, Co. in Murray. He
was recently elected as the
grand praetor for Kentucky for
the Sigma Chi Fraternity.
Dr. Mel ony S hembe rger (04)
is assistant professor in Murray
State’s Department of Journalism and Mass Communications.
Tim S tark (04) is the marketing and special projects coordinator at Henry County Medical
Center.
Michael Toon (04) is publisher of The Carlisle Weekly newspaper and was elected Carlisle
County Clerk in 2012.
Jacki e Wi se (04) is the director of alumni chapters and outreach at the University of Tennessee.

2005

Megan Arsz man (05) is a fulltime freelance writer covering
the equine industry.
B r y a n B a r t l e t t (05) is local
host of National Public Radio’s
“Morning Edition” at Eastern
Kentucky University’s public
radio station, WEKU, in Richmond, Ky.
E v a n E l r o d (05) is the program director at DC Broadcasting and media teacher at Jasper,
Ind., High School.
L a u r e n Ow e n s H e a d (05) is
the Social Security Disability
media buyer at cj Advertising.
Jayme Jones (05) is the public
relations director for the
McCracken County Public
Schools in Paducah, Ky.
K r i s t e n L a r k i n s (05) is an
account manager at Sullivan
Branding in Memphis, Tenn.
A d r i a n n e R o g e r s (05) is the
owner of Gate 28 Boutique.
J en ni f er R i pper da T ho ma s
(05) is the meeting planner for
Second Harvest Food Bank of
Middle Tennessee.

Jon W il ke (05) is the manager
of media relations for LifeWay
Christian
Resources
in
Nashville, Tenn.
D a n a H o w a r d (05,09) is the
social media marketing manager
for Murray State University.

2006

B r i a n E d w a r d s (06) is
owner/agent at Insurance Center of Murray.
W a l t G a r r i s o n (06) is the
owner of High Hill Orchard +
Farm in Henderson. Ky.
J a n e t R o b b H u r s t (06) is a
content associate at Amazon.com.
M e g h a n M o t t a z (06) is the
ecommerce operations manager
at the University of Alabama.
Tyl er Ri ord an (06) is a media
planner/buyer for Optimedia in
Indianapolis.
Chris Taylor (06,09) is creative
director for Industrial Training
Services, Inc. in Murray.

2007

Brian As her (07) is a campus
missionary at Arizona State
University.
J i m B u r r e s s (07 MS) is
host/reporter at WABE-FM,
Atlanta’s NPR station.
Blai re Busha rt (07) works in
the human resources office at
Murray State University.
St ephani e Zell er Caudi ll (07)
is the public relations coordinator at Crosley Radio in
Louisville, Ky.
El iz abet h C awei n (07) is the
CEO of Signal Flow Public Relations, a boutique media firm
serving musicians and music
businesses based in Memphis,
Tenn.
Clay ton Clark (07) is the live
feature reporter for the “Great
Day Morning Show” on KMPH
FOX 26 in Fresno, Calif.
W e s l e y D e e r (07) is a sales
consultant for Monarch Beverage Company in Indianapolis.
E l i z a b e t h F i e l d s (07) is a
reporter at WPSD-TV in Paducah, Ky.
Oli n Gracz yk (07) is a senior
digital strategist with VML
working on some Colgate-Palmolive brands in Kansas City.
Chr is t op her Ju ng (07) is the
tourism marketing manager for
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
C u r t S t e w a r t (07) owns
Emerging Media Productions in
Paducah, Ky.
A m a n d a T a d a t a d a (07) is
starting her third year as a
licensed and nationally certified
school psychologist in the state
of Indiana working for the

Exceptional Children’s Co-op in
Jasper. She married Ross Gamble on June 9.
N ate Wes t (07) is an account
supervisor and internship program coordinator at Seigenthaler Public Relations.

2008

S h e r r i A n d e r s o n (08) is an
AmeriCorps VISTA currently
working with the Veterans
Affairs office at Murray State.
Neal Buchanan (08) is looking
to change his career. He lives in
Nashville, Tenn. with his wife
and first child, Lily Grace.
J es s ic a Je ff re s s (08) is manager of business development
and public relations at Peel &
Holland.
J e n n a K i rk pa t ri ck - B a r ro w
(08) is marketing coordinator for
Southern Eagle Distributing in
Savannah, Ga.
Kendrick D. Quisenberry
(08) is assistant admissions
director at Brown Mackie College in Louisville, Ky.

2009
M all ory Al lg ood (09) is office
manager at Martin, Allbee &
Associates.
Mi chell e Crock well (09) married Andrew Pagan in October.
They live in O’Fallon, Mo.
Kat ie Graves (09) is the banquet and event manager at the
Country Club of Paducah.
J ord an S av ag e (09) is dealer
operations manager at Nissan
North America.
El iz abeth Thomas (09 MS) is
public relations sequence head,
lecturer and PRSSA advisor in
Murray State’s Department of
Journalism & Mass Communications.
Re becca Vance (09) is the program assistant for the community connections office at Northern
Kentucky University.
Jus ti n Wyl ie (09) is the director/producer of online media at
LifeWay Christian Resources.

2010
Heather Allen (10) is an Energizer account executive at
Blick&Staff Communications.
Bill Jackson (10) is marketing
manager at Auffenberg Dealer
Group.
J o d i K e e n (10) is a special
publications designer for Paxton
Media Group in Owensboro, Ky.
E r i n P a s s m o r e (10) is the
head of marketing for MSU
Libraries.
Robin Phelps -Ward (10) is the
Ph.D. pathways director and doctoral assistant for the College of

Communication, Information and
Media at Ball State University.
April Whitten Ray (10) is the
web developer/administrative
specialist at the Ursuline Sisters
of Mount Saint Joseph.
Laura Cash Scales (10) is the
communications and public relations manager at Cummins MidSouth, LLC.
L a u r a S c h a u m b u r g (10) is
marketing director at the Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau.
B a r r y S t e v e n s o n (10) is a
news photographer at WTVF
News Channel 5 in Nashville,
Tenn.

2012

2011

L e a h F r e e m a n (12) is the
public information specialist at
the Metropolitan Police Department in St. Louis.
Mik e Hud son (12) is a managing member at SiteWorks LLC.
Eli zabeth Johns on (12) is the
crime and courts reporter at the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune in
Sarasota, Fla.
Robin Ezel l L emond (12) is a
buyer’s assistant at the Shoe
Carnival Inc. corporate office in
Evansville, Ind.
Brooks S antanello (12) is the
video coordinator of Murray
State University Football.

C r y s t a l A k e r s (11) is a copy
editor and page designer for the
Bowling Green Daily News.
Katie DeCill o (11) is the lead
marketing strategist for LifeWay
Students.
Andrew Kern (11) is business
development manager at Contag!ous Advertising in Louisville.
Theop li s Mackey I I I (11) is a
certified Apple mobile tech and a
visual media specialist specializing in digital marketing consultation, photography and artist
development in Houston, Texas.
Jord an S harp (11) is an associate producer at SiriusXM MLB
Network Radio.
Emily S piegelhalter (11) is the
contemporary marketing representative for Anheuser-Busch.

Gretchen Green (13) is a project management intern (Bank
of America account) at RAPP.
Ti m ot hy R ea rd en (13) is the
web producer at ABC affiliate
NewsChannel 9 - WSYR in Syracuse, N.Y.
Ka t hr y n Re i nh ar d t (13) is a
junior account executive at
Hunter Public Relations in New
York.
Kell y Sturg eon (13) is a campus recruiter for Northwestern
Mutual in Louisville.
C h r i s W i l c o x (13) is a news
reporter and designer at the
Marshall County Tribune-Courier.

2013

Editor’s Note
Is your listing missing or out of date? If so, please use the coupon
on the back page to update the department about you and/or
other JMC alumni. You may also send alumni news by e-mail to
alumnil@jmcjournal.org. Thank you for helping to keep the
department’s alumni listings current.
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Spalding assumes presidency
of Rowen County Chamber
Elaine Spalding, a 1980 journalism graduate, is the new
head of the Rowan County
(N.C.) Chamber of Commerce.
She assumed the position May
1.
President of the Paducah Area
Chamber of Commerce since
2000, she has more than 25
years of chamber management
experience. She has worked for
chambers in San Antonio,
Louisville and Beaverton, Ore.
In 2012 she was recertified by
the American Chamber of Commerce Executives as a Certified
Chamber Executive. The Certi-

fied Chamber Executive is the
only national certification for
chamber professionals. She
originally earned her CCE in
2007.
She was recognized by the
American Chamber of Commerce’s Executive’s Association
for her 25 years of work and in
2011 the Paducah Area Chamber was named by the ACCE as
the Chamber of the Year.
The Rowan County Chamber
is based in Salisbury, N.C.
There are five other towns in
the county with a total population of about 150,000.

Photo by Orville Herndon

The Department of Journalism and Mass Communications advisory council participated in the “Meet the Pros” event in
October. The council met with JMC faculty and staff after a networking session with the students. This year’s advisory
council included, front row from left: Janet Blythe, Debbie Lee, Megan Tubbs, Bob Norsworthy, Jim Freeland, Jamie
Futrell, Greg Travis, and back row from left: Josh Miller, Jeremy McKeel, Elizabeth Fields, Chad Darnall, Lori Barrett,
Dave Winder, Parker Griffith, and Chad Lampe.

Media pros share career insights
A reception was held for Elaine Spalding as she prepared to leave her post as
president of the Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce to head the chamber
in Rowan County, N.C. Among the well-wishers were, from left, Darlene
Mazzone, Spalding, Sandra Wilson and Dr. Bob Lochte.

Wilson named Paducah
Chamber president
Sandra Wilson, a 1980 JMC
graduate, is the new president of
the Paducah Area Chamber of
Commerce. She succeeds Elaine
Spalding, who took a similar
position in Rowan County, N. C.
Wilson, who assumed the job
June 3, previously served as the
public affairs manager for NewPage Corporation in Ballard
County. She served on the Ballard County Economic and
Industrial Development Board.
In addition to her position
with the chamber, she is a Paducah city commissioner and the
mayor pro-tem.
She has served as chairman of
the Paducah Area Chamber,

chair of the Paducah Economic
Development board and the Paducah-McCracken County Industrial Development Authority.
Wilson is on the boards of
Entre Paducah, the Carson Center and the Market House Theatre.
She has served on state-wide
boards including as chairman of
the Kentucky Association of
Manufacturers and on the
boards of Leadership Kentucky
and the Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce.
She is a graduate of Leadership Paducah and Leadership
Kentucky.

Please complete the alumni information form on the back cover. The
summer 2014 edition of the JMC Journal will contain the updates of JMC
and GCM alumni. Your alumni note will allow your former classmates to
know what you are doing. The alumni notes edition is given to prospective students so they can see what students majoring in advertising,
graphic communications, journalism, public relations or TV production
can achieve with their degree.

Eighteen media professionals
shared their insights with
seniors at the department’s
annual Meet the Pros event on
Oct. 17.
Students attended sessions in
which professionals from their
area discussed internships,
resumés, job interviews and
their experiences in the field.
Students mingled with the
professionals at a reception following the group sessions. The
professionals ended the evening
by meeting with department faculty and staff over dinner. Bob
Norsworthy reviewed summer
internship evaluations with the
council and faculty.
Media professionals participating in this year’s event
included:
Jim Freeland, president, Freeland Broadcasting, Benton;
Jamie Futrell, general manager,
Bristol Broadcasting, Paducah;
Josh Miller, vice president of

production, Paramore Digital,
Nashville, Tenn.; Bob Norsworthy, executive in residence,
MSU’s Arthur J. Bauernfeind
College of Business and formerly
executive vice president at
Diversified Agency Services,
New York; and Dave Washburn,
vice president of operations,
FLW Outdoors, Benton.
Lori Barrett, news assignment
manager, WPSD-TV, Paducah;
Will Brantley, editor, Realtree.com, and freelance writer,
Murray, Ky., and Columbus,
Ga.; Chad Lampe, news director
and assistant station manager,
WKMS-FM, Murray; and Greg
Travis, managing editor, Murray Ledger & Times, Murray.
Janett Blythe, director of marketing and public relations, West
Kentucky Community and Technical College, Paducah; Tab
Brockman, director, Murray-Calloway County Parks Department,
Murray; Debbie Lee, grants asso-

ciate, West Kentucky Educational Cooperative, Murray; Lisa Satterwhite, sales and marketing
specialist, Murray-Calloway
County Chamber of Commerce,
Murray; Megan Tubbs, marketing department, CFSB, Benton;
Dave Winder, assistant athletic
director-media relations, Murray
State University Athletics, Murray; and Parker Griffith, media
relations assistant, MSU Athletics, Murray.
Stephanie Elder, adjunct lecturer, Department of Journalism
and Mass Comm., former area
coordinator, American Cancer
Society, former news producer
for WPSD-TV, Paducah, and
KOB-TV Albuquerque, N.M.; Liz
Fields, reporter, WPSD-TV, Paducah; and Jeremy McKeel, manager, MSU Digital Media Services, Murray.
Gill Welsch, head of the advertising major, coordinated Meet
the Pros.

Valentine appears in zombie thriller
Bob Valentine, senior lecturer
in Journalism and Mass Communications, was a key figure in
the April release of “Revelation
Trail,” a zombie thriller directed
by MSU grad John P. Gibson.
The movie follows The Preacher as he teams up with Marshal
Edwards to fend off zombies in
the American West.
Valentine plays Samuel
Beard, the leader of a band of
renegades. He frequently acts in
plays and independent films in

his free time.
He says he was able to act in
“Revelation Trail” because it
was filmed in close proximity to
Murray. Almost all of his scenes
were shot over two long weekends during MSU’s winter
break.
In addition to his portrayals
in documentaries of Nathan B.
Stubblefield and Rainey Wells,
he has appeared in “Borderlines” and a film version of
“Leonard’s Losers.”

He is also known for his portrayals of Thomas Edison, Mark
Twain and a Scottish storyteller.
He works several Scottish
Games throughout the country
and has a CD of Scottish stories,
“I’ll Take the Low Road.”
He has been a member of the
Murray State faculty since 1974.
He was recognized for his outstanding teaching when he
received the Regents Teaching
Award for the College of Business in 2009.
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The News receives
KIPA, KPA awards
The staff of The Murray State
News took home more than 20
awards from the Kentucky
Intercollegiate Press Association
in January.
First place KIPA winners
were Nathan Wade, advertising
art; Austin Ramsey, advertising
design; Wade, advertising
design; Devin Griggs, best feature headline; Anna Taylor, general interest column; and John
Walker, commentary.
Second place winners were
Wesley Yonts, Hannah Kindred
and Wade, advertising campaign; Yonts, advertising copy;
Jonathan Ferris, sports news
story; Griggs, editorial writing;
and Madeline Bartley, editorial
cartoon.
Third place winners were Kindred and Casey Vandergrift,
advertising design; Jaci Kohn
and Ferris, sports page layout;
Ramsey, best news headline;
Savannah Sawyer, review; Ramsey, continuing news; and Vandergrift, comic strip.
Honorable mention awards
were given to Ramsey, front
page layout; Allyson Putnam,
feature story; Taylor, personality profile; Sam Hays, sports
photo; and Sophie McDonald,
sports feature.
The 2013 KIPA convention
met as part of the Kentucky
Press Association’s meeting.

The News ’ work earned
awards in the 2012 Excellence
in Kentucky Newspapers contest which was announced during the Kentucky Press Association’s January convention.
Overall, the staff earned a
third place general excellence
award in the University category from KPA.
First place KPA winners were
John Walker, best column; Ben
McGrath, best feature picture;
and staff, best special section.
Second place winners were
Jonathan Ferris, best sports
story; Jaci Kohn, best sports feature
story;
staff,
best
ongoing/extended coverage
story; Austin Ramsey, best business/agribusiness story; Walker,
best headline; Nate Brelsford,
best general news picture; and
Ferris and Kohn, best sports
page/section.
Third place winners were
Anna Taylor, best headline;
Kylie Townsend, best spot news
picture; Townsend, best general
news picture; and staff, best
newspaper website.
Honorable mention awards
were given to Sophie McDonald,
best sports column; staff, best
special section; and Taylor, best
lifestyle page.
Joe Hedges is the adviser of
The Murray State News.

Stephanie Elder, center, and her Reporting for Broadcast and Online Media course toured WPSD in Paducah as part of
the course. The students watched the evening newscast and talked with those involved in the program.

Students meet broadcast professionals
Students in the JMC 398 Reporting for Broadcast and Online Media course visited WPSD Local
6 in Paducah on Thursday, April 25.
The students watched the 6 p.m. newscast take
place live from the director booth, as well as in the
studio. After the newscast, they had the opportunity to ask questions of the anchors, reporters,
photographers, directors, master control operators, graphic artists and other staff.
Chief Meteorologist Jennifer Rukavina spent
time with the class describing her daily duties,
demonstrating how the weather graphics and computers work, and even allowed the students to try
their hand in front of the camera.
JMC alumna and current WPSD Local 6
reporter Elizabeth Fields spent some time with

the class describing how she went from the classroom to on-air.
“It’s always fun to have students visit and see
them connect the things they hear about in the
classroom to what’s happening around our newsroom,” said Fields.
The students also spent time with the web producer discussing how social media played both a
positive and a negative role in the recent bombings at the Boston Marathon.
“It was a great way for them to see everything
they learned this semester being used in real life,”
said Stephanie Elder, adjunct lecturer. “I am
grateful for the opportunity and appreciate the
hospitality of those at WPSD Local 6.”

Wright receives social media grant
from Scripps Howard Foundation/AEJMC

Photo by Orville Herndon

Zachary Peacock, left, and Brandon Orr listen to comments from a Murray
resident at a community focus group sponsored by the Advanced Public Relations class in March. The focus group surveyed participants regarding their
opinions of the Murray-Calloway County Parks and their thoughts on a possible property tax to support the local parks.

Leigh Wright, an assistant
professor of journalism and
mass communication at Murray
State, was one of six members of
the Association for Education in
Journalism (AEJMC) to receive
the 2013-2014 Scripps Howard
Foundation/AEJMC Social
Media Externship Grant.
The grant allowed professors
to spend two weeks last summer
learning first-hand how newspapers and broadcast stations use
social media across multiple
platforms. Professors then took
this knowledge into their classrooms while teaching during the
fall and spring semesters
Wright spent two weeks at the
Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers in Stuart, Fla.
A second phase of the program provides funds for a professional from the media outlet

to visit that professor’s campus
for three to five days during the
2013-14 academic year.
The Scripps Howard Foundation is providing $3,000 for each
faculty member’s travel, housing
and other expenses for the twoweek summer visit to the media
outlet. The Foundation is also
providing each media outlet professional $1,000 for expenses
related to visiting the professor’s
campus.
The call for applications was
issued in February and the selection process was completed in
May. Applications were reviewed
by an AEJMC panel who scored
the applicants based on the
value/need of the program for the
applicant, impact of the visit on
the applicant’s home campus,
strength of ideas for the professional’s visit and the overall

quality of the application.
Wright holds the bachelor’s
and MFA degrees from Murray
State. She joined the faculty in
2011 after 16 years as a reporter
and features editor with the
Paducah Sun.
She is head of the journalism
major and director of the JMC
Department’s annual high
school workshop.
The Scripps Howard Foundation is the corporate philanthropy of The E. W. Scripps
Company, which was founded in
Cincinnati 133 years ago.
AEJMC is a nonprofit, educational association of journalism
and mass communication educators, students and media professionals. It was founded 100
years ago in Chicago by a group
of 23 journalism educators and
practitioners.
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Media workshop, contest attracts
high school students to campus
Nearly 300 students and
their media advisers attended the 41st annual High
School Media Workshop at
Murray State Sept. 20.
Twelve high schools from
Kentucky and Tennessee
were represented: Ballard
Memorial, Calloway County,
Fulton County, Ft. Campbell, Graves County, McKenzie (Tenn), Murray, Paducah
Tilghman,
Clarksville
(Tenn.) Rossview, St. Mary,
Trigg County and Union City
(Tenn.).
Journalism faculty and
staff, as well as JMC students and regional media
professionals, conducted 22
classes over three 45-minute
sessions.
In addition, there were
two sessions on TV production techniques in the MSU

TV-11 studios and representatives from Jostens and
Herff-Jones conducted sessions on yearbook design and
production.
In the television production competition, Calloway
County won first place for
news/feature package, sports
package and news feature
program.
In the yearbook competition, the Falcon of Ft. Campbell High School won first
place for sports feature, for
non-sports feature and
school-life section. The
Unionaire of Union County
High School took first place
for best sports section.
Graves County High
School was selected for the
best website design.
In the newspaper competition, the Laker Review of

Calloway County High
School had six first-place
awards. The Laker Review
was first for news writing,
feature writing, illustrations
and graphics, editorial cartoon, column and advertising
design.
The Tilghman Bell of Paducah Tilghman High School
won first place for reviews,
personality profiles and
page-one design.
Workshop sponsors were
the Office of Regional Outreach, the Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of Business and
the Office of Recruitment.
Plans are being made for
the 2014 workshop. For more
information, contact workshop director Leigh Wright
at 270-809-4741 or by email
at ewright@murraystate.edu.
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Dr. Tim Miller, interim president of Murray State University, greeted high school faculty
and students attending the department’s annual High School Media Workshop in September.

From the chair :
It’s the
end of a
semester
and another
year
here in the
department. Let
me share a
few accomplishments
with you.
At the “Welcome Back” faculty
meeting for the Arthur J.
Bauernfeind College of Business
in August, Dean Tim Todd
named the first Executive in
Residence for the college. He’s
Bob Norsworthy, former execu-

tive at Omnicom, who has been
working with our students in
advertising and public relations
for more than two years. It’s nice
to have Nors become an official
member of the team. His hard
work has paid off with major
improvements to our professional internship program.
Lexy Gross, the current editor-in-chief of The Murray State
News is also a campus correspondent for USA Today Online.
She is one of just a handful of
young journalists nationwide
hired by Gannett to write about
university life. Lexy is a superstar.
Dr. Marcie Hinton’s students

in Advanced Public Relations
are working in teams to come up
with a campaign for the Jackson
Purchase Medical Center. Over
in Bob Valentine’s Advertising
Campaigns class, the students
have a similar assignment for
Murray Calloway County Parks
and Recreation. These projects
are a great way for our students
to build professional portfolios
while providing meaningful service to business and public agencies in our region.
Bill Evans, vice president for
news at WPSD, the NBC affiliate in the market, taught our
class in Television Production
Operations this fall. This class
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foundation classes in advertising
and public relations and plan to
grow with this exciting new venture.
As always, thanks for your
interest and support. If you
want to make a tax deductible
gift at the end of the year, we
are still looking to fully fund the
Ann Landini and JMC Graduate
Student scholarships and would
appreciate your assistance.
Here’s to a better life in 2014.

Bob Lochte
chair

Department of Journalism & Mass Communications
Murray State University
114 Wilson Hall
Murray, KY 42071-3311
e-mail: alumni@jmcjournal.org
http://www.murraystate.edu/jmc

Name:
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deals with the business of producing television programs, and
Bill was able to bring some real
world challenges to the curriculum. He’s also an alum of the
JMC Master’s program.
We have a new curriculum in
Graphic Communications Media
to refocus the program on digital
and online media while retaining our traditional ties to the
printing industry. It has attracted more new freshmen and
transfer students than this program has had in many years.
Next semester, Murray State
opens its new campus in Paducah, and our department will be
there. We’re starting with the

Zip Code:
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)__________________
)__________________

Many have made generous donations
to the JM C E n dowm en t Fu n d
and/or the J MC Gen er al F un d.
Your support has made it possible for
us to offer a quality education to our
students in advertising, graphic communications management, journalism, public relations and TV production. Thank you for being a vital part
of our team.

