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The top graduating seniors were recognized at the department’s annual honors banquet. From left: Kyara Roberson, 
advertising; Abby Siegel, public relations; Shelby Smithson, journalism; Dr. Debbie Owens, chair; Adam Loehr, TV produc-
tion; Alissa Sommerfeldt, public relations; and Brandi Gooch, graphic communications media. Allie Douglass, outstanding 
graduate student, is not pictured.

Amy Watson received the University’s Distinguished Alumni Award from Murray 
State President Dr. Bob Davies.

 Seven graduating students 
were recognized as the top stu-
dents in their majors at the 
JMC department’s spring hon-
ors banquet April 26.  Those 
receiving this recognition were 
Kyara Roberson, Shelby Smith-
son, Abby Siegel, Alissa Som-
merfeldt, Adam Loehr, Brandi 
Gooch, and Allie Douglass.
 Roberson was named the out-
standing senior in advertising. 
She was a graphic communica-
tions technology minor. She had 
served as a social media intern 
for Bundles for Queens. Rober-
son was a member of Ads Club.
 Smithson was the top student 
in journalism. She was a TV pro-
duction major and journalism 
minor. 
 She had an internship with 
WPSD Local 6. On campus 
she worked as a reporter and 
co-host of “Roundabout U” and 
as a co-host and co-producer for 
“MSU 2Nite.”
 She was a member of TV 
Club, Alpha Gamma Delta, 
Campus Activities Board and 
The Winner’s Circle.
 Siegel was one of two out-
standing seniors in public rela-
tions. She also majored in non-
profit leadership studies. She 

was an organizational communi-
cations minor.
 She worked as news editor for 
The Murray State News and as 
a writer for Gateway Magazine. 
She was a member of the Pub-
lic Relations Student Society of 
America, Honors Student Coun-
cil, Baptist Campus Ministry, 
Racer Rowing, National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars, president 
of Wave with Living Waters for 
the World, and a Peace Corps 
ambassador. 
 Sommerfeldt was one of two 
outstanding seniors in public 
relations. She was an advertis-
ing minor. She had public rela-
tions internships with Murray 
State’s Alumni Association and 
the University’s Office of Devel-
opment.
 Her off-campus internships 
included Caterpillar Inc., Voice-
Box Media and Owensboro’s Riv-
erPark Center.
 She was a residential advisor 
in Elizabeth Hall and a Summer 
O counselor.  She served as pres-
ident and vice president of the 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, participated in the 
University’s Student Ambassador 
program, and was a member of 
the Phi Kappa Phi honor society.

 Loehr  was the outstanding stu-
dent in TV production. He was a 
theatre technical/design minor.
 He was active in the TV Club.
 Gooch was the outstanding 
student in graphic communi-
cations media. She was an art/
graphic and web design minor.
 She was a freelance graphic 
and web designer. 
 Douglass was named the 
outstanding mass communica-
tions graduate student. She had 
received her bachelor’s degree in 
graphic communications man-
agement/photography from Mur-
ray State in 2012. 
 She had worked as a photog-
rapher for the Paducah Sun, a 
public relations specialist for 
Murray State, and was the Uni-
versity’s visual communications 
coordinator.
 She was a member of Phi 
Kappa Phi, Leadership Women, 
MSU Residential College Task 
Force, and the Elizabeth College 
advisory council.
 In addition to the top seniors, 
the departmental clubs and 
organizations recognized the 
achievements within their 
groups.  Kappa Tau Alpha 
inductees were named during 
the banquet.

Outstanding students recognized
at annual honors banquet

A m y  B r y a n  W a t s o n , 
award-winning broadcast anchor 
and journalist, was one of the 
2017 recipients of the Distin-
guished Alumni Award.

Murray State presents the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
annually to alumni who have 
made meaningful contributions 
to their profession on a local, 
state and national level. Estab-
lished in 1962, the award is the 
highest honor granted by the 
Murray State University Alumni 
Association, and its recipients 
include Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalists, renowned authors, 
research scientists, physicians 
and educators.

Watson graduated in 1989 
with a degree in journal-
ism. During her undergradu-
ate career, Watson was a part 
of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority 
and was heavily involved with 

MSU TV-11 News as an anchor, 
reporter and producer. Ever 
since she was a young girl, Wat-
son knew she wanted to become 
a broadcast journalist.

Her first few years after grad-
uation consisted of working with 
different broadcast news sta-
tions across Missouri, Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 

In 1990, she joined KFVS, 
a CBS affiliate, as a general 
assignment reporter and fill-
in anchor in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. A couple years later, 
Watson moved to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee and joined another 
CBS affiliate, WDEF, as a week-
end anchor and general assign-
ment and consumer reporter. In 
1993, Watson returned back to 
Kentucky to continue her career, 

Watson receives
alumni award

Please see Watson
page 5
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1956
Dr. Blanton Croft (56) and his 

wife celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in June, 2017. He is 
the recipient of the 15 year service 
award from the Meritus Medial 
Center Auxiliary, Hagerstown, 
Md. He is a contributor of 
photography/newspaper/MSU 
Theater programs from the 1950’s 
to the MSU Archives Collection 
as well as theater department 
shows at Kentucky Dam Village, 
1954-56, and on-campus theater 
productions.

1965
Jerry Hendon (65) has 

retired after working forty seven 
years in the oil and petrochemical 
business.

Dr. Bob McGaughey (65,69) 
is professor emeritus and retired 
chairman of MSU’s Department 
of Journalism and Mass 
Communications.

1966
Ed Trotter (66) is retired 

from his position as associate 
vice president for undergraduate 
programs at California State 
University, Fullerton, where 
he taught and held several 
administrative positions from 1975 
until 2013. He was chair of the 
department of communications.

1970
Martin J. Kady (70) is enjoying 

retirement, after a 37-and-a-
half year career in advertising 
sales and management at The 
Washington Post. 

1971
Jerry Bayne (71,75) is 

performing arts coordinator at 
the Brubeck Arts Center, Wabash 
Valley College, Mount Carmel, 
Ill.  He has worked in the Illinois 
Eastern Community College 
system for 43 years either as an 
instructor or administrator.

1972
Ron Corbin (72) is retired 

from KYW News Radio in 
Philadelphia. 

Mike Chadwell (73) is the 
general manager of the WHOP 
Stations, Lite Rock 98.7, News/
Talk 1230 and 95.3 FM in 
Hopkinsville, Ky.

1974
Loyd W. Ford (74) owns 

The Lake News in Calvert City, 

Ky.. Ford is serving as past-
president of the Kentucky Press 
Association board of directors 
and is a board member of Calvert 
Area Development Association. 
Ford is clerk of session of First 
Presbyterian Church in Calvert 
City.

Mike Jones (74) is a 
technology consultant for 
Humana in Louisville.

1975
Susan Clem McMichael-

Guerra (75) is a freelance 
copywriter in St. Louis. 

Scott Simpson (75) is the 
district sales manager at PC 
Telecom Group in Lexington, Ky.

1977
Kathy Canavan (77) is 

finishing a year as a fellow of 
the Delaware Division of the 
Arts, researching a second book 
at the Library of Congress, at 
the Huntington Library and the 
Folger Shakespeare Library. 
University Press of Kentucky 
will issue her first book, Lincoln’s 
Final Hours, in paperback in the 
spring.

Marty Timmel (77,80) is a 
director at WLKY-TV, the CBS 
affiliate in Louisville, Ky.

1978
Colonel Jincy Canterbury 

Hayes (78) retired from the 
U. S. Marine Corps. Post 
retirement she worked 10 years 
as a manpower analyst for the 
U.S. Army special operations 
command. She is now fully retired 
and living in Hopkinsville, Ky.

Gabe Hobbs (78) owns and 
operates his own consulting 
company, Gabe Hobbs Media, 
LLC.  He specializes in talent 
management, digital and 
traditional audio and radio 
programming.  He splits his time 
between St. Petersburg, Fla., and 
Lexington, Ky. 

Gil Hopson (78) is the director 
of fixin’ stuff at the Hooper Holler 
retirement community of one. 
He alternates between homes in 
Pinellas Park, Fla., and Murray, 
Ky.

Patrick Slattery (78) is 
the chief photographer at the 
Vanderbilt University department 
of strategic communications.

1979
Daniel F. “Danny” Beavers 

(79) is retired and is in his second 
term as mayor of Princeton, Ky.

Donna Simmons Hickman 
(79) is the district office director 
for  Missouri  8th Distr ict 
Congressman Jason Smith in 
Farmington, Mo. 

Ray Lane (79) is director of 
marketing and public relations 
at the American Society of 
Interventional Pain Physicians 
(ASIPP).

Cindy McDermott (79) is 
an author of humorous cozy 
mysteries.

Ronnie Payne (79) is host of 
“The Ronnie & Tkras Show” on 
620 WDAE, Tampa Bay’s sports 
radio, and studio host for the 
Buccaneers Radio Network.

1980
Kit Millay Fullenlove (80) 

is corporate public relations 
manager for Louisville, Ky.,-
based Baptist Health.

Anne Wooten Green (80) is 
a freelance writer and editor in 
Winston-Salem N.C.

1981
Kenny Klein (81) is senior 

associate athletic director at 
the University of Louisville.  He 
was inducted into the Kentucky 
Athletic Hall of Fame in June.

Keith Koehler (81) is the 
news chief at NASA’s Wallops 
Flight Facility in Virginia.

1982
Mike Fraser (82) is the vice 

president of global sustainability 
services for Schneider Electric.

Tressa Ross (82,06) is 
coordinator of the recruitment and 
retention center in the College of 
Education and Human Services 
at Murray State University.

1983
Dan Bundy (83) is a 

document processing specialist 
with the Kentucky Department 
for Libraries and Archives in 
Frankfort.

Jerry Emig (83) is the 
associate sports information 
director at Ohio State University. 

John Hart (83) is senior 
lecturer and undergraduate 
curriculum coordinator in 
telecommunications systems 
management at Murray State.

Felecia Dixon Henderson 
(83) is assistant managing editor/
features at The Detroit News.

1985
David Higgs (85) is retired 

from the Kentucky Department 

of Corrections as a deputy warden 
for the Green River Correctional 
Complex in Central City.

1986
Patsy Crawford Carruthers 

(86) is senior director, academic 
technology and faculty 
engagement, for the University 
of Kentucky Information 
Technology Services.

Chris Evans (86) owns and 
operates The Crittenden Press 
and other businesses in Marion, 
Ky.

Cheryl Kaelin Frey (86) is a 
senior line/production coordinator 
for State Farm Insurance in the 
creative services department.

Kyle Spurgeon (86) is 
president/CEO of the Jackson 
Chamber in Jackson, Tenn.

1987
Jon Borton (87) is the vice 

president of NHA Services, Inc. 
with the Nebraska Hospital 
Association.

Janet Freeman James (87) is 
the administrator for EastWood 
Clinic in Paris, Tenn.

Tony James (87) is associate 
bursar at Murray State.

Ed Kauffeld (87) is the 
executive vice president and 
general manager of the East 
Coast at The Chefs Warehouse, 
Ridgefield, Conn. 

Angela M Steely (87,89) 
is a dist./window clerk for the 
United States Postal Service. 
She operates the Whites Creek, 
Tenn., Post Office.

David Stephenson (87) is 
chief revenue officer for G2Lytics.  

1988
Jennifer McKirchy 

Keach (88) is the director of 
communications and community 
relations at Big Rivers Electric 
Corporation in Henderson, Ky.

Roger Seay (88,91) is the 
news director at KFVS12 in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.

1989
Dr. Cynthia Bond Hopson 

(89) is assistant general secretary 
of the Black College Fund & 
Ethnic Concerns at the United 
Methodist Church’s General 
Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry in Nashville.

1990
Joe Pawlak (90) is 

sales director at Covanta 
Environmental Solutions.

Rae Charlton Wagoner (90) 
is the director of communication 
for the Kentucky Soybean Board.

1991
Cyrus Afzali (91) is senior 

internal communications 
specialist at the law firm Paul, 
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP. 

Lisa Farris Mills (91) is 
the public relations specialist/
administrative assistant for the 
Calloway County Fiscal Court.

Michael Winn (91) is the 
general manager for Mark 
Supply, Inc. in Venice, Fla.  Mark 
Supply is Southwest Florida’s 
leader in automotive detail 
supplies for over 30 years.

1992
Amy Lear Chmura (92) 

is the development director 
at the Beverly Arts Center in 
Chicago. She recently earned 
her certification as a fundraising 
executive (CFRE).

1993  
Traci Hamlin Brislin (93) is 

Fayette circuit court judge.
Leigh Landini Wright 

(93,10) is an assistant professor 
of journalism at Murray State 
University and head of the 
journalism sequence. Wright 
completed a National Association 
of Television Production 
Executives Educational 
Foundation fellowship at WTVF-
Newschannel 5 this summer. 

1994 
Rey Craig (94) is a public 

safety and security officer at 
Sullivan University and a student 
at Spencerian College (an affiliate 
of Sullivan University).

Ty Englebright (94) is general 
manager at WPKY “the Tiger” in 
Princeton, Ky.

Shannon Lossner 
Zimmerman (94) is the 
development director for 
Lifehouse Maternity Home in 
Louisville, Ky.

1995
Allison Mick Evans (95) owns 

and operates The Crittenden 
Press and other businesses in 
Marion, Ky.

Dave Washburn (95,96) is vice 
president of operations at Fishing 
League Worldwide (FLW).

 The JMC Journal is an offi-
cial publication of the Depart-
ment of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, Murray State 
University, produced in support 
of Murray State journalism and 

mass communications gradu-
ates. The JMC Journal is pub-
lished under the supervision of 
the JMC department chair, Dr. 
Debbie Owens.
 Opinions expressed in the 

JMC Journal are those of col-
umnists or signed writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the department or 
the University.
 Material  for  publication 

should be submitted to Murray 
State University, Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cations, Attn: Chair, 114 Wilson 
Hall, Murray, KY 42071-3311; 
telephone (270) 809-2387. 

Publisher Dr. Debbie Owens
Production/Photography
  Orville Herndon
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 Twelve of the 99 MSU seniors 
selected to the 2017-18 “Who’s 
Who in American Colleges and 
Universities” had majors in the 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications.
 T h e y  w e r e  M a c k e n z i e 
Chapman, Austin Gordon, 
Julie Graham, Ashley Horn, 
Connor Jaschen, Victoria (Tory) 
Lanaghan, Allison Laski, Abbey 
Malone, Nicole Schulenburg, 
Rachel Solomon, Kayla Speis, 
and Jaclyn Whoberry. 
 Chapman  was a public 
relations major with a minor 
in advertising. She worked for 
The Murray State News and was 
the social media coordinator for 
Regents College. In summer 
2017, she interned with TPN in 
New York City.
 She graduated in December.
 G o r d o n  i s  a  g r a p h i c 
communications media major 
and a marketing minor. He is 
the ad production manager and 
online editor for The Murray 
State News and Gateway Maga-
zine.  He interned with Designo-
ry in Chicago in summer 2017.
 He is a member of Ads Club, 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, Gamma Epsilon Tao 
honor society. He is the direc-
tor of multimedia for Student 
Government Association and 
vice president of volunteering for 
Omicron Delta Kappa. Gordon 
has won several awards from 
the Kentucky Press Association 
for his work with The News. He 
plans to graduate in May.
 Graham is a public relations 
major and an organization-
al communication minor. She 
was an account service intern 
for Paradowski Creative in St. 
Louis.
 She was a member of the 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, Lambda Pi Eta, the 
vice president of public relations 
for Kappa Delta, and the vice 
president of finance for Panhel-
lenic Council.
 She was a consultant for the 
Racer Oral Communication 
Center .  Graham plans to 
graduate in May.

 Horn was a public relations 
major and an advertising minor. 
She worked for Murray State’s 
Office of Branding, Marketing 
and Communications and the 
University’s Education Abroad 
office.
 She interned with TBWA/
World Health in Chicago in 
summer 2017. She was part of 
the University’s dance company 
and a resident advisor. Horn 
graduated in December.
   Jaschen is a public relations 
major and a political science 
minor. He is the editor in chief 
of The Murray State News. He 
had a public relations internship 
with Diversified Agency Services 
in New York in summer 2017.
 He is  a member of  Ads 
Club, Student Government 
Association and the Sigma Pi 
fraternity.
 He plans to graduate in May.
 Lanaghan is a public rela-
tions major and a creative writ-
ing and Spanish minor. She 
worked with Racer Relations.
 She was a marketing and 
social media management intern 
for the National Foundation for 
Ectodermal Dysplasias in Fair-
view Heights, Ill., social media 
content manager for the Sis-
ters of St. Benedict in Ferdi-
nand, Ind., and a development 
and social media management 
intern for Whole Kids Outreach 
in Ellington, Mo.
 She was the vice president of 
the Public Relations Student 
Society of America, president of 
the Elizabeth College residential 
college council, and treasurer 
and leadership chair for Lambda 
Zeta Omicron. She is an adult 
leader for the St. James youth 
ministry.
 Lanaghan plans to graduate 
in May.
 Laski was a TV production 
major and an advertising minor. 
She was the chief videographer 
at The Murray State News.
 She was a videographer at 
Bluegrass Downs’ horse track. 
She was a production assistant 
at 180 Degrees Productions LLC.
 She was a member of TV Club. 

Laski graduated in December.
 Malone is a public relations 
major and a legal studies minor. 
She worked for The Murray 
State News in advertising sales.
 She was a regional account 
intern at BBDO Atlanta in 
summer 2017. She was a sales 
associate and handled social 
media for Ladybugs Boutiques.
 She was a member of the 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, Order of Omega, 
National Greek Honors Society, 
and Student Ambassadors. She 
was the philanthropic chair for 
Alpha Sigma Alpha and the 
membership chair for Campus 
Activities Board.
 She also worked with Special 
Olympics, Girls on the Run, 
Toys for Tots, the S. June Smith 
Center, and Best Buddies. 
Malone plans to graduate in 
May.
 Schulenburg was a public 
relations major and marketing 
minor. She worked for The Mur-
ray State News.
 She was a member of the 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America, Kappa Tau Alpha 
national honor society, Kappa 
Delta, Order of Omega Greek 
honor society, and the National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars.
 She was a marketing intern 
for Make-A-Wish Missouri. 
Schulenburg graduated in 
December.
 S o l o m o n  i s  a  g r a p h i c 
communications media major 
and an advertising minor. She 
works in ad production at The 
Murray State News and Gateway 
magazine.
 She is a member of Alpha 
Omicron Pi and Gamma Epsilon 
Tau.
 She is a youth leader at New 
Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church. Solomon plans to 
graduate in May.
 Speis is a public relations 
major and advertising minor. 
She is the publicity director for 
the Public Relations Student 
Society of America.
 She is a member of Sigma 
Sigma Sigma sorority and a 

Horn

Speis Whoberry

Laski

LanaghanJaschen

Malone

Gordon Graham

Solomon

Chapman

Schulenburg

Twelve JMC seniors selected for “Who’s Who”

coach for the Murray-Calloway 
County Soccer Association. Speis 
plans to graduate in May.
 Whoberry is a public rela-
tions major and a marketing 
minor. In summer 2017, she was 
an intern for DDB New York.
 She is a member of Kappa 
Delta, Student Government 

A s s o c ia t i o n  a nd  S t ud e nt 
Ambassadors.
 She works for Racer Oral 
Communications. Whoberry 
plans to graduate in May.
 Hal f  o f  the  Who ’s  Who 
nominees from the College of 
Business were JMC students.

A Murray State University student and 
an alumnus recently won awards from the 
Kentucky Associated Press Broadcasters 
college competition.

Piper Cassetto, a freshman television 
production major, won second place in the 
Best College Videographer category for 
her story “Clear the Track: the Legacy of 
Racer One.

Parker Franklin, a May 2016 graduate 
with a degree in journalism, won third 
place in Best News Story in the radio 

division for his story “How Universities 
Address Kentucky’s Doctor Shortage.” The 
piece aired on WKMS. Franklin is now a 
reporter with the Murray Ledger & Times. 

The Kentucky Associated Press Broad-
casters competition is designed to recog-
nize outstanding performance in broadcast 
journalism among Associated Press mem-
bers. The competition is open to AP mem-
bers in Kentucky and outside Kentucky 
with designated market areas that extend 
into the state. 

Students win AP broadcasters 
college competition

Leigh Wright, assistant professor 
of journalism and mass communi-
cations, was elected vice chairman 
of the Interactive Multimedia and 
Emerging Technologies division of 
the Broadcast Education Associa-
tion recently.

Wright will serve two years as 

vice chair and then will move to the 
chairman’s slot for two more years. 
As vice chairman, Wright will man-
age the research paper competition 
for the division. 

She previously served a two-year 
term as the webmaster in IMET. 

Wright elected interactive multimedia,
emerging technologies vice chair



4   JMC Journal   Fall 2017

1996
Josh Johnson (96) is the 

executive field development 
manager for Combined Insurance 
Co. for Central Zone. He currently 
resides in St Charles, Mo. 

Alison Durham McCoy 
(96) is the human resource 
representative at Sealed Air 
Corp. Simpsonville, S.C.

1997
Stephanie Tinsley Click (97) 

is the marketing manager at Ker 
& Downey. 

Mark Dorr (97) is president of 
the New York State Hospitality & 
Tourism Association.

Darryl Marshall (97) is senior 
associate director for NBA TV/
Turner Sports.

D’Anna Browning Sallin (97) 
is a planner/buyer for Siemens 
Mobility in Marion, Ky.

1998
Mina Kouklan (98,00) is senior 

director of talent acquisition with 
Signature HealthCARE, LLC.

Deonna McCord (98) is an 
English teacher and yearbook 
adviser at Crittenden County 
High School.

Korrie Engelhardt Purcell 
(98) is a business/multimedia 
teacher at Ballard Memorial 
High School.

Terri Bowin Sam (98) is 
a retail advertising account 
executive at The Akron Beacon 
Journal in Akron, Ohio.

Angela Wilson (98,99) is the 
executive director of marketing & 
public relations for Southeastern 
Illinois College in Harrisburg, Ill.

1999
Chad Darnall (99) is the 

assistant chief photographer/
intern coordinator at WPSD-TV 
in Paducah, Ky.

Dana Blankenship Kelley 
(99,01) is a graphic designer at 
Examkrackers.

2000
Muhammad Al-Mumen 

(00,04) is a senior news editor/
writer at Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) in Shuwaikh City, 
Kuwait.

Jonathan Clark (00) is the 
campus minister at Murray 
State University Baptist Campus 
Ministry (BCM/BSU).

Christine Hall (00) is senior 
innovation writer for the Texas 
Medical Center’s Pulse magazine 
in Houston.

Ryan Wagner (00) is the 
owner of VisualRush website & 
design in Evansville, Ind. 

Brandi Bowdler Wilkins 
(00,02) is in her fifteenth 
year as professor of speech 

communication at Kaskaskia 
College in Centralia, Ill. She 
previously served as humanities 
department chair.

2001 
Dr. Chris Bacon (01) is an 

assistant professor in the school of 
journalism at Middle Tennessee 
State University. 

Brad Darnall (01) is a middle 
school math teacher at South 
Marshall Middle School in 
Benton, Ky. 

Leslie Haviland (01) is the 
director of student services at 
Keiser University in Port St. 
Lucie, Fla. In 2016 Haviland was 
awarded the employee of the year 
out of 3500 peers at 18 campuses 
in the state of Florida.  In June, 
2017, she was promoted from 
associate director to director of 
the student services department 
where she has served for more 
than eight years.

2002
Jamie Barnwell (02) is project 

and event manager at rustmedia, 
a marketing agency in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 

Krista Kimmel (02) is a 
senior lecturer and basic course 
co-director in communication 
studies at Eastern Kentucky 
University.

Ellen Uddberg (02) is an 
event planner at Town Square 
Inc. in Brooklyn, N.Y.

2003
Stephanie Minix Bates (03) 

is the media producer for Prim & 
Brim.

Amanda Lee Bledsoe (03) 
is an associate manager of 
corporate communications for 
Yum! Brands.

Helene Diamond (03) is a 
4th grade teacher in Phoenix, 
Ariz. She is founder and artistic 
director of Out of Sight Theater, 
for actors who are blind or 
visually impaired. 

Jeremy Kirk (03) is the 
emergency management 
coordinator at Sheppard AFB in 
Wichita Falls, Texas.

Edwin Richerson (03) is the 
video services coordinator at 
Murray Electric System.

Karri Wurth (03) is a district 
sales manager for AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals. 

2004
Jessica Beckham (04) 

is currently attending the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, pursuing a Ph.D. in 
communication studies with a 
focus in health communication.

Kenneth Conklin (04) is 
communications director at 
Clarksville Parks and Recreation. 

He was recently named the 2017 
Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Association’s young professional 
of the year.

Crystal Jeter (04) is team 
owner/Realtor for The Jeter 
Group, LLC./Keller Williams 
Experience Realty.

2005
Megan Arszman (05) is 

the director of marketing and 
communications for the Indiana 
Horse Racing Commission. 

Bryan Bartlett (05) is 
operations manager and local 
host for NPR’s “Morning Edition” 
at WEKU in Richmond, Ky.

Will Brantley (05) is the 
hunting editor of Field & Stream 
magazine. 

Evan Elrod (05) is the media 
teacher at Jasper High School 
and general manager of WJWS-
LP in Jasper, Ind.

Beth McCuiston Gipson (05) 
is the indirect loan buyer for FNB 
Bank, Inc.

Kyser Lough (05,13) is a 
third-year journalism doctoral 
student at The University of 
Texas at Austin.

Jake Lowary (05) is the 
veterans/military affairs reporter 
for USA TODAY Network–
Tennessee, based in Nashville at 
the Tennessean.

Adrianne Huffine Rogers 
(05) owns Gate 28 in Murray. 

Alichia Sawitoski (05) is 
the senior marketing director at 
ParkWhiz. 

2006
Brian Edwards (06) is 

managing director of Assured 
Partners Insurance Murray Ky. 
Branch.  He owns the Cellar Door 
and Thoroughbred Spirits. 

Walt Garrison (06) is the co-
owner of High Hill Orchard and 
Farm in Henderson, Ky.

Bryan Gore (06) is the 
principle agent with Shelter 
Insurance in Bartlett, Tenn. 

Tyler Riordan (06) is a senior 
media planner at Blue 449 in 
Indianapolis.

Brittney Mabry Young (06) is 
a doctoral candidate at Tennessee 
State University and a marketing 
intern for TN eCampus at the 
Tennessee Board of Regents.

2007
Jim Burress (MS, 07) is an 

investigative reporter at WABE-
FM (NPR) in Atlanta. 

Blaire Bushart (07) is a 
deputy Title IX coordinator and 
investigator at Murray State.

Stephanie Zeller Caudill 
(07) is the mission associate 
for resources and promotion at 
Presbyterian World Mission - 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Elizabeth Cawein (07) is 
the CEO of Signal Flow PR in 
Memphis, Tenn., a boutique 
media firm serving musicians and 
music businesses. She recently 
launched a nonprofit called Music 
Export Memphis. 

Clayton Clark (07) owns Big 
Rush Marketing and is a former 
anchor/reporter at Great Day 
KMPH Fresno, Calif.

Olin Graczyk (07) is the 
ecommerce director of Tribal 
Worldwide / DDB in New York.

Chris Jung (07) is the sports 
editor at the Kentucky New Era.

Teca Maxwell (07) is 
marketing manager at Sportable 
Scoreboards.

Curt Stewart (07) is the 
executive producer for Emerging 
Media Productions and director 
for Higdon Outdoors Television. 

Brian A. Truskey (07,15) is an 
administrative assistant with the 
Murray State University School 
of Nursing & Health Professions.

Nate West (07) is the director 
of communications for Tennessee 
Wildlife Federation based in 
Nashville. Previously, he worked 
at DVL Seigenthaler, the largest 
PR firm in the state, for nearly a 
decade.

2008
Jessica Jeffress (08) is the 

director of P&C client services at 
Peel & Holland.

2009
Mallory Allgood (09) is 

executive assistant, SVP creative 
at Big Machine Label Group in 
Nashville, Tenn.

Elizabeth Thomas (MS,09) 
is the public relations sequence 
head and a senior lecturer in the 
Dept. of Journalism and Mass 
Communications at Murray 
State. Since 2008, she has also 
owned a PR consultancy, ETC-
EveryThingCreative, LLC, and 
manages PR and social media 
campaigns for diverse companies 
throughout the U.S.

2010
Bill Jackson (10) is the client, 

marketing manager at Maritz 
Dealer Solutions in St. Louis.

Jodi Keen (10) is the copy desk 
chief at the Paxton Media Group 
design hub in Owensboro, Ky.

Erin Richerson Passmore 
(10) is a counselor in the financial 
aid department at Murray State.

2011
Crystal Akers (11) is the 

ministry administrator for First 
Christian Church, Bowling Green, 
Ky., and digital media coordinator 
for Jeanie Smith, district 32 state 
senate candidate.

Katie DeCillo Wylie (11) is 
the student ministry marketing 
strategist at LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

2012
Leah Freeman (12) is the 

public relations manager at 
LaunchCode in St. Louis.

Elizabeth Johnson (12) is a 
communications associate at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Jimmie Martin (12) is 
a residence education coordinator 
at the University of Iowa.

Brooks Santanello (12) is a 
video assistant for the Cincinnati 
Bengals.

John Walker (12) is digital 
lead for Bet Alef Synagogue and 
design assistant for Freedom 
Socialist Party in Seattle, Wash.

2013
Kelly Sturgeon (13) is 

the training & special events 
coordinator at Northwestern 
Mutual in Louisville, Ky.

2014
Meghann Richardson (14) is 

special publications editor at the 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer.

Ryan Richardson (14) is a 
sales and leasing consultant at 
Don Moore Chevrolet, Buick, 
GMC, Cadillac.

2015
Austin Ramsey (15) is city 

government reporter at the 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer.

2017
Badr Abdulhameed 

Almazroo (17) is media editor at 
Jall International.

Shelby Smithson (17) is 
a reporter/producer at KAIT 
Region 8 News in Jonesboro, Ark. 

Alissa Sommerfeldt (17) is 
a communications coordinator 
for the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. 

Deaths
 
Wade Bourne died Dec. 15, 2016
Laura Rose “Cookie” Wascha 
died June 12, 2017. 

ALUMNI NOTES

If your listing is missing or out 
of date please use the coupon 
on the back page to update the 
department about you and/or 
other JMC alumni. You may also 
send alumni news by e-mail to 
alumni@jmcjournal.org. Thank 
you.



Fall 2017   JMC Journal   5  

this time with the NBC affili-
ate, WPSD-TV in Paducah. For 
thirteen years, Watson was a 
part of the WPSD-TV team as 
the six and ten o’clock anchor, 
the five o’clock anchor and a spe-
cial assignments reporter.

Watson’s time with WPSD-TV 
came to a close when she and 
her husband Derrick, a fellow 
Murray  State  alumnus, moved 
to Hopkinsville  to  be  closer  to 
his job in 2006. 
However,  her  absence  from 

broadcast news did not last long. 
Later that year, WTVF-TV, the 
CBS affiliate  in Nashville, Ten-
nessee hired Watson to be the 
co-anchor for the 4-8 a.m. morn-
ing news. She continues in this 

position to this day, earning 
multiple awards during her ten-
ure.

Since Watson joined WTVF-
TV, the 4-8 a.m. news has been 
ranked as the number one morn-
ing  news  in  Nashville  for  the 
last ten years, as well as being 
ranked number one nationally 
in metered markets. 

Her reporting and morning 
news  show have  earned  twelve 
Emmy  nominations  over  the 
years and won Emmy awards for 
best special event coverage, best 
morning broadcast and weather 
coverage.
Watson  has  even  been  hon-

ored by the Associated Press, 
earning awards for best report-

er, best feature story, best news 
writing and best planned stories.
  “I never knew that broadcast 

journalism could be so reward-
ing. I knew I would have to work 
hard, but I love what I do. Hon-
estly, I couldn’t wait to get out 
of college so I could get to work,” 
said Watson. “This career has 
come with a lot of personal sac-
rifices over the years, but I real-
ly  feel  that  it’s  all  been  given 
back to me, and I’m just so truly 
grateful.”
Watson gave  credit  to  a Mur-

ray State faculty member for 
helping her along the way.

“Ironically, and thankfully for 
me, one of my dad’s best friends 
is Dr. Robert McGaughey, for-

mer long-time chair of the Mur-
ray State journalism depart-
ment. He, personally, helped me 
tremendously throughout my 
career, and I am forever grateful 
for all his support,” said Watson.
The alumna has also served as 

a mentor, allowing Murray State 
journalism students to shadow 
her at WTVF-TV and critiquing 
students’ resumes and audition 
tapes.

“When I was a student, Mur-
ray State’s own television studio 
in the journalism and mass com-
munications department really 
gave me  those  real-world  expe-
riences that prepared me for my 
career. We did it all. Whether 
it was anchoring, reporting and 

editing, we were learning how 
broadcast journalism pieces 
together. I am so thankful for 
those experiences,” said Watson.

“I just want current students 
to  realize  that  even  if  you  end 
up in a smaller market when 
you’re first starting out in the 
real world after college, just 
keep working hard and contin-
ue  learning.  If  you  love  some-
thing, always be willing to try 
new things in this field. Don’t 
walk away from opportunities 
just because it’s new or that it’s 
scary. It will all be worth it.”

Watson was honored at the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
banquet April 21.

Watson receives alumni award 
continued from page 1

 Dr. Stephanie Anderson has 
joined the JMC department as 
an assistant professor in the 
journalism sequence and advisor 
for The Murray State News. 
  Anderson  received  all  three 
of her degrees from Murray 
State. She earned her bachelor’s 
in electronic journalism in 2004 
and her master’s in mass com-
munications in 2008. She recent-
ly completed her doctorate of 
education in August 2017.
 Anderson was a member of the 
inaugural cohort of the College 
of Education  and Services’  P20 
and community leadership doc-
toral program. This is the second 
doctoral program offered at Mur-
ray State. 
 Anderson specializes in the 
area of trauma journalism. Her 

dissertation topic, How to edu-
cate collegiate journalists to 
cover and cope with traumatic 
events, has already been inte-
grated into her JMC 398 Report-
ing for Broadcast and Online 
Media course. She will present 
her findings at the Kentucky 
Press Association conference as 
well as the Broadcast Education 
Association’s national conference 
in 2018. 
  After  working  in  television 
news in Paducah and Albuquer-
que as a producer and assign-
ment editor, she transitioned 
to public relations in the casino 
entertainment and non-profit 
industries. Before beginning her 
career in academia, she worked 
in  advertising  sales  for newspa-
pers and magazines in Illinois 

and Kentucky. 
 Anderson began teaching as 
an adjunct in the JMC depart-
ment in 2010, teaching at the 
Paducah campus as well as the 
main campus. 
 She is a lifelong member of 
Alpha Omicron Pi sorority and 
currently  serves  as  the  commu-
nications  advisor.  She was  the 
recipient of the L.J. Horton Jour-
nalism Scholarship, which is 
what originally brought her to 
Murray State in 2000. In 2015, 
she was awarded the Vincent 
T. Wasilewski Award from the 
Broadcast Education Associa-
tion. 
 She is married to Robert 
Anderson and has two stepchil-
dren. Her  family moved to Mur-
ray in the summer of 2017. 

Anderson named adviser for The Murray State News

Stephanie Anderson defended her dissertation in June. Her committee included, 
from left, Melony Shemberger, Teresa Clark, Anderson, and Robert McGaughey. 
She completed her doctorate in August.

Dr. Melony Shemberger, assis-
tant professor of journalism 
and mass communications, has 
been selected as a fellow for the 
Scripps Howard Academic Lead-
ership Academy, June 11-14, at 
Louisiana  State University  in 
Baton Rouge.

The Manship School of Mass 
Communication at LSU part-
ners with the Scripps Howard 
Foundation each year to host 12 
to 15 participants in the acade-
my. The program brings togeth-
er professionals, scholars and 
administrators to help fellows 
learn about the challenges and 
rewards of leading an academic 
program.

To be considered for the acad-
emy, applicants submitted cover 
letters discussing their interests 
in academic administration, 
resumes and two letters of rec-

ommendation.
Shemberger is in her fourth 

year of full-time teaching at 
Murray State. In addition to her 
teaching  duties,  she  serves  as 
the department’s undergraduate 
assessment coordinator. 

She has published peer-re-
viewed  journal  articles, media 
education book chapters, and 
several  public  relations  guide-
book articles. 
She has  presented  at  several 

academic and professional con-
ferences. Her research interests 
include journalism history, sun-
shine laws, and pedagogy. 

In 2014, Shemberger was 
named a Business Journalism 
Professors Seminar Fellow by 
the Reynolds Journalism Insti-
tute. One of 14 faculty members 
from across the nation, she com-
pleted her fellowship at the Wal-

ter Cronkite School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication 
at Arizona  State University  in 
Phoenix.

At Murray State, she is a Pro-
vost  Faculty  Teaching  Fellow, 
presenting workshops and writ-
ing articles that focus on peda-
gogy and course redesign. 
She served as interim director 

of the Faculty Development Cen-
ter in 2016.

Prior to teaching in 2013 at 
Murray State,  she  served  eight 
years as the assistant director 
of communication in the public 
relations and marketing office at 
Austin Peay State University  in 
Clarksville, Tenn. Her PR work 
was honored by two groups, the 
Tennessee College Public Rela-
tions Association and the Coun-
cil  for  Advancement  and  Sup-
port of Education. 

She was adjunct faculty in 
the APSU Department of Com-
munication, APSU College of 
Business and the Murray State 
Department of Educational 
Studies, Leadership and Coun-
seling. 

Before entering academia, 
Shemberger had successful, 
award-winning reporting careers 
at newspapers and radio sta-
tions, specializing in the educa-
tion and court beats. Today, she 
continues to cover the education 
beat. 
Since  2000,  she  has  received 

numerous reporting and page 
design awards from the Ken-
tucky Press Association.

Shemberger is a lifetime 
member of The Honor Society 
of Phi Kappa Phi and serves on 
the national board of directors, 
leading  as  chair  of  the  adviso-

ry council for the organization’s 
Forum magazine. She also is 
chapter  vice  president  at Mur-
ray State. 

She also holds member-
ships  in  the Sigma Xi Scientific 
Research Honor Society, Omi-
cron Delta Kappa leadership 
honor  society  and  several  aca-
demic discipline-specific honor 
societies.

Shemberger has a bachelor’s 
degree from Western Kentucky 
University, with a double major 
in mass communication, and 
history  and  government; mas-
ter’s in mass communications 
from Murray State; master’s  in 
management from Austin Peay 
State University;  and  a Doctor 
of Education in administration 
and supervision  from Tennessee 
State University.

Shemberger selected for Academic Leadership Academy
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 The department’s annual High 
School Media Workshop attract-
ed 284 students and advisers 
from 10 high schools to campus 
Sept. 22.
 Students and their advis-
ers were able to choose from a 
variety of sessions of interest to 
those working with their school’s 
yearbook, newspaper, TV station 
or website.
 Sessions included: how to 
tell what’s CRAAP and what’s 
not, asking the hard questions: 
how to get anyone to talk to 
you, crafting an effective ad, 
capturing the game: sports still 
photography, latest trends in 
memory books, InDesign basics, 
designing a mass media web-
site, a celebration of media arts: 
video awards and celebration, 
advertising sales, leadership 
and group communication, you 
can get paid for writing (careers 
in the media), feature writing, 
“going social” (media that is), 
looking good in print, broadcast 
announcing, and curating content 
with Storify–a trend in news story 
creation. 
 Students were able to tour The 
Murray State News and partic-
ipate in a number of breakout 
meetings related to different sec-
tions of a newspaper.

 Prior to the sessions an 
awards ceremony recognized the 
top entries in a variety of fields.
 First place winners in the 
newspaper contest were: news 
writing, Calloway County; fea-
ture writing, Evansville Mater 
Dei; reviews, McCracken Coun-
ty; personality profiles, Calloway 
County; editorial and opinion, 
Calloway County; sports writing, 
Calloway County; photography, 
Calloway County; illustrations 
and graphics, McCracken Coun-
ty; column, Calloway County; 
page one design, McCracken 
County; feature design, Callo-
way County; sports design, 
Evansville Mater Dei; and over-
all design, Calloway County; 
 First place winners in the 
video contest were: news/fea-
ture package, Calloway County; 
sports package, Graves County; 
news/feature program, Calloway 
County; sports show, Murray; 
and digital shorts, Ft. Campbell.
 First place winners in the 
yearbook competition were: best 
feature, McCracken County; 
best sports feature, Mater Dei; 
best sports section, Ft. Camp-
bell; best school life section, Ft. 
Campbell; best cover, Mater Dei; 
and best overall, McCracken 
County.

 A complete list of award win-
ners can be found online at the 
jmcjournal.org website.
 High schools attending the 
workshop were Ballard Memo-
rial, Calloway County, Chris-
tian Fellowship, Fort Camp-
bell, Graves County, Mater Dei, 
McCracken County, Murray, St. 
Mary, and Trigg County.
 Departmental faculty/staff 
conducting sessions for the 
workshop included: Dr. Steph-
anie Anderson,  Chris Haynes, 
Orville Herndon, Dr. Marcie 
Hinton, Gross Magee, Brent 
Norsworthy, Dr. Debbie Owens, 
Dr. Kevin Qualls, Dr. Melony 
Shemberger, Elizabeth Thom-
as, Robert Valentine, and Gill 
Welsch.
 Outside professionals assist-
ing in the workshop included: 
Debbie Battinger, The Paris 
Post-Intel l igencer ,  Andrew 
Buhler, Jostens; Shelley Street 
Byrne, The Mayfield Messenger; 
Jeremy McKeel, MSU Digital 
Media Services; and Dana Stat-
ton, MSU Libraries.
 According to Workshop Direc-
tor Leigh Wright, the 2018 
High School Media Workshop is 
scheduled for Sept. 28.

Workshop draws high school student media to campus

MSU President Dr. Bob Davies welcomed the students and faculty attending the 
High School Media Workshop. Students were able to choose from a number of 
workshop topics related to student media.

Andrew Buhler, Jostens publishing manager and JMC alum, told students about 
the latest trends in yearbooks. 

Eleven Murray State Universi-
ty journalism and advertising stu-
dents recently received training in 
digital media strategies thanks to 
an opportunity afforded by a QEP 
Bring Learning to Life grant. 

Leigh Wright, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and mass 
communications, heard about 
the Lexington Herald-Leader’s 
successes with digital advertis-
ing campaigns during a retreat of 
the Kentucky Press Association 
board. She then formed a partner-
ship with fellow board member 
Kim Woods, vice president of mar-
keting and advertising for Herald 
Media. 

Wright received a grant from 
the QEP Bring Learning to Life 
program. The grant allowed 11 
students and three journalism 
professors to receive training in 
multimedia news coverage, digital 
advertising and marketing strat-
egies and social media strategies 
for news and advertising from the 
Lexington Herald-Leader staff. 

“Many news organizations are 
still struggling with making sense 
of the changing media landscape,” 
Wright said. “The Lexington 
paper has found success with dig-
ital advertising and multimedia 
news. Who better to train our stu-
dents in cutting-edge techniques 

and give them an advantage when 
they go to internships and jobs.”

The training day consisted of 
two tracks: advertising and news. 
For the advertising track, stu-
dents learned about digital prod-
ucts and how to manage a dig-
ital advertising campaign.  For 
the news track, students learned 
photography and videography 
techniques for one session. Editor 
Peter Baniak and columnist Tom 
Eblen discussed the role of social 
media and the need for verifica-
tion, and Baniak concluded the 
session with lessons on how his 
paper uses analytics to determine 
social media strategy. 

Participating students were: 
Kailey Buchanan, junior adver-
tising major; Mackenzie Chap-
man, junior advertising major; 
Bryan Edwards, senior journal-
ism major; Austin Gordon, junior 
graphic communications major; 
Collin Morris, sophomore journal-
ism major; Blake Sandlin, fresh-
man journalism major; Amanda 
Swift, freshman marketing major; 
Paige Tobey, junior advertising 
major; Dylan Townsend, junior 
GCM major; Ashley Traylor, 
sophomore journalism major, and 
Emily Williams, senior journalism 
major

Wright, Gill Welsch, senior lec-

turer of advertising, and Bob Val-
entine, senior lecturer of advertis-
ing, accompanied the students. 

Students who work at The 
Murray State News have already 
started to train the newspaper 
staff in some of the techniques 
they learned. 

Heather McGinnis, senior direc-
tor of digital and client success 
at Herald Media, said the staff 
enjoyed a chance to share their 
knowledge and inspire college stu-
dents.

 “We’re very proud of the things 
that we have changed and adapt-
ed to in this age,” McGinnis said. 
“It really made us think about 
it from a different point of view, 
from a college student’s point of 
view. For us it’s given us a lot of 
insight on the people we want to 
recruit and the talent that’s out 
there and how we can help stu-
dents to hit the ground running 
when they graduate.”

The Bring Learning to Life 
grants strive to improve experi-
ential learning outcomes through 
the implementation of learning 
experiences in which students 
apply the principles learned in 
the classroom to real-world set-
tings. 

University grant provides professional-world exposure  

Austin Gordon, right, looks over an assignment with fellow student Amanda 
Swift during a training session at the Lexington Herald-Leader offices.

photo by Leigh Wright
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John Mark Roberts, left, and David Ramey look through some of the old issues 
of The Murray State News they helped produce in the 1985-86 school year. The 
paper celebrated its 90th anniversary with a newsroom reunion prior to the 
Homecoming football game. 

When an injury sidelined John 
Morris from his dream of playing 
four years of college football, he 
decided to look at the positives. 

Morris, of Nashville, Tenn., 
chose to use his year as a chance 
to earn experience in his fields 
of television production and 
journalism. With his athlet-
ic schedule for the past three 
years, he had not had opportu-
nities beyond the classroom to 
gain experience he needed for 
his career. 

That all changed with the 
opportunity afforded to him 
through the 2017 StudioXperi-
ence internship through Waskul.
tv at the National Association 
of Broadcasters conference in 
late April in Las Vegas. Mor-
ris was one of five students cho-
sen to participate as produc-
tion interns through a national 
application process. The appli-
cation required Morris to write 
an essay that outlined why he 
wanted to intern as well as a 
recommendation letter from a 
professor.  

“It meant a lot, especially to 
be fortunate enough to represent 
Murray State,” Morris said. “I 
was one of five in the country 
selected for this, and it meant a 
lot to know what MSU has given 
me.”

During the weeklong trade 
show, Morris ran camera, edited 
video and audio and interviewed 
one of Waskul.tv’s leaders. 

“As far as the expectations of 
what they asked us to do, I felt 
very well prepared,” Morris said. 

Morris graduated in May with 
a bachelor’s degree. His major 
was television production with 
a minor in journalism. Morris 
made business cards before his 
internship to brand himself as a 
multimedia journalist and hopes 
to land a job soon. He praised 
the Murray State television pro-
duction and journalism sequenc-
es for preparing him with the 
current technology for video 
production and multiplatform 
journalism. As the internship 
neared the end, Waskul.tv lead-
ers asked him if he would mind 

helping on camera and allowed 
him to do interviews. 

“You’ve got to be able to multi-
task,” Morris said. 

Besides the hands-on experi-
ence at the NAB show, Morris 
said the networking helped him 
make connections that he other-
wise may not have made. Televi-
sion industry leaders visited the 
booth at the show. 

Leigh Wright, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism, nominated 
Morris for the internship.  She 
said she thought of him when 
she saw the call for the intern-
ship through the Broadcast Edu-
cation Association and decided 
to nominate him. 

“John has had an incredible 
work ethic in my classes,” she 
said. “I knew the project would 
be completed. And when the 
project became stressful near 
the deadline, John always reas-
sured the class that everything 
would come together. He’s an 
excellent team player, and we 
have to have that in news-
rooms.”

John Morris runs camera during the StudioXPerience internship at the National Association of Broadcasters convention 
in Las Vegas. Morris is a 2017 graduate of Murray State University. 

Morris interns at NAB convention

The News excels in annual
Ky. Press Association contest
 The Murray State News re-
ceived 17 awards at the Kentucky 
Press Association Convention in 
January. The paper’s 2016 Excel-
lence in Kentucky Newspapers 
awards were:
 Best General News Story, first 
place–Abby Siegel; Best Ongoing 
Extended Coverage Story, second 
place; Best General News Pic-
ture, third place–McKenna Dosi-
er; Best Sports Picture, second 
Place–Jenny Rohl; Best Sports 

Picture Essay, third place–Chal-
ice Keith; Best Special Section, 
first place; Best Graphic, second 
place–Austin Gordon and Gisselle 
Hernandez; Best Graphic, third 
place – Austin Gordon; Best Life-
style Page, second place–Gisselle 
Hernandez; Best Front Page, 
first place–Connor Jaschen; Food 
and Alcohol Ad, first place–Spen-
cer Price; Furniture Ad, certif-
icate of merit–Austin Gordon;  
Group Promotion, certificate of 

merit–Alex Hilkey; Best Use of 
Color, first place–Spencer Price; 
Best Ad Series, first place; Holi-
day Greeting Ads/Misc., certificate 
of merit–Austin Gordon; and Cre-
ative Use of the Newspaper, sec-
ond place–Austin Gordon.
 Ryan Alessi and Joe Hedges 
were co-advisers of the paper for 
the spring 2016 semester. Steph-
anie Elder Anderson became The 
News’ adviser in the fall 2016 se-
mester.

Students in the fall semester JMC 426 class sold over $14,000 in advertising 
to support the 2018 edition of Gateway Magazine, a product of The Murray 
State News. From the left they are: Row 1 - Mary Katelyn Hayden and Mary 
Kathrine Curtis; Row 2 - Instructor Robert Valentine, Savanna Hatfield, 
Jessica Wellington, Katelyn Suitor; Row 3 - Morgan Rutledge, Laura Miller, 
Brittany McClain; Row 4 - Ali Alajmi, Austin Carner, Rachel Solomon; Row 5: 
Mohammed Alshatti, Chandler Cochran, Patrick Wadlinton, Aziz Liu, and John 
Bivins. (Not shown: Joe McMahon, Sydney Cline) The spring semester class 
will sell ads to make possible the use of a smartphone app to provide direc-
tions, schedules and enrollment information for the 2018 Summer Orientation 
program. JMC 426 students regularly bring in more than $30,000 each year to 
support MSU print products used in enrollment and recruitment activities.
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Dr. Melony Shemberger, assistant professor of journalism and mass commu-
nications, was selected in April 2017 as an inaugural recipient of the Faculty 
Innovation Initiative grant, which provides initial project support to faculty 
across campus seeking to incorporate innovative approaches to student com-
munity engagement into their courses. Pictured with Shemberger are MSU 
President Dr. Bob Davies, left, and Dr. David Whaley, dean of the College of 
Education and Human Services. 

Chris Lovorn, vice president of sales for Quad/Graphics, was one of the speakers for the department’s Gravure Day in 
April. This annual event gives graphic communications media majors a chance to learn from print industry professionals.

Bob Valentine, center, received the Kern Alexander Book Award at the 2017 
Faculty Awards Banquet in April. He is pictured with University President Bob 
Davies, left, and and Vice President for Student Affairs Don Robertson. The 
Kern Alexander Book Award is given by the Council of College Heads to a 
member of the residential college faculty who has made special contributions 
to the Residential College System in the preceding year. JMC’s Robert Valen-
tine, a former head of Elizabeth Residential College, was recognized for his 
volunteer work with the colleges and particularly for his public promotion of 
the residential colleges as a meaningful part of the Murray State experience. 

Wright presents at broadcast conference

Students attend storytelling workshop

Leigh Wright, assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and mass 
communications, presented 
three sessions at the Broadcast 
Education Association confer-
ence in Las Vegas.

Wright  rece ived  a  BEA 
Ignite Scholar designation for 
her peer-reviewed presentation 
“Never Let Them See You Cry: 
Teaching Student Journalists 
How to be Human First.” The 

BEA Ignite program is a peer-re-
viewed competition where 10 
presentations of the best teach-
ing ideas are selected. 

She participated in two pan-
els. For the first one, she high-
lighted Murray State’s journal-
ism capstone and joined Sandy 
Henry of Drake University and 
Cliff Brockman of Wartburg 
University to discuss the chal-
lenges and rewards of conduct-

ing multimedia capstone jour-
nalism classes. 

For the second one, she joined 
Chandra Clark of Alabama and 
Gina Baleria of San Francis-
co State to discuss how to use 
live-streaming tools in classes 
and how news organizations use 
these social media live-stream-
ing apps. 

Three JMC students attended a storytelling 
workshop featuring Al Tompkins of the Poynter 
Institute at the spring meeting of the Kentucky 
Associated Press Broadcasters.

During the workshop, Tompkins showed stu-
dents how to create videos on their phones, how 
to create easy social media graphics from their 
phones and how to craft effective broadcast news 
stories. 

Tompkins, a Fredonia native, attended Murray 
State University before transferring to Western 
Kentucky University. His career as a reporter and 
news director extended from Paducah to Nashville, 
Tenn. He is now the senior faculty member at the 

Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Participating students were Emily Hancock, 

a sophomore television production major from 
Bumpous Mills, Tenn.; Allison Laski, a senior tele-
vision production major from Lexington, Ky., and 
Ashley Traylor, a sophomore television production 
major from Birmingham, Ala. 

Dr. Melony Shemberger and Leigh Wright, 
assistant professors of journalism, accompanied 
the students.

Additionally, Wright began her term as a board 
member for the Kentucky Associated Press Broad-
casters during the meeting. 
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   Seniors had a chance to meet 
and talk with professionals in 
their respective majors Oct. 26. 
The annual event began with 
panel discussions for each of 
the department’s majors. After 
the panel discussions, students 
met with the professionals in a 
“speed interview” reception. 
 Professionals participating 
in the advertising panel were 
Robert Norsworthy, executive 
in residence for Murray State’s 
Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, Miran-
da Ochsner, media strategist 
for HLK in St. Louis, and Mat-
thew Wilham, junior strategist 
at Bisig Impact Group in Louis-
ville, Ky. Dr. Bob McGaughey, 
retired department chair, was 
the moderator for the advertis-
ing panel.
 Denham Rogers, director of 
marketing for Hutson, Inc. in 
Murray, and Chris Lovorn, vice 
president of sales for Quad/
Graphics, were the professionals 
who met with graphic communi-
cations media students. 
 Journalism students listened 

to the perspectives 
of Beth Klasskin, 
executive producer 
of Spectrum News 
in Louisville, Ky., 
Roger Seay, news 
director at KFVS-TV 
in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., and Hawkins 
T e a g u e ,  m a n a g -
ing editor at The 
Murray Ledger & 
Times. Leigh Wright 
was the moderator 
for the journalism 
panel.
 Majors in pub-
lic relations gained 
insight from William 
Amos, special events 
coordinator for the 
City of Mobile, Ala., 
T a b  B r o c k m a n , 
superintendent of 
Hopkinsville Parks 
and Recreation in Hopkinsville, 
Ky., Kim Hamby, public rela-
tions director for the Mayfield, 
Ky., Independent School Dis-
trict, Meredith Krones, social 
media strategist for Humana 

in Louisville, Ky., and Lauren 
Ruser, digital media strategist 
for Second Street in St. Louis. 
Dr. Tim Vance was the modera-
tor for the public relations panel 
discussion.
 Television production majors 

heard from Collin Buckingham, 
a freelancer in the film indus-
try from Glendale, Calif., Jere-
my McKeel, director of Digital 
Media Services at Murray State 
University, and Spencer Nowell, 
producer for WPSD-TV in 

Paducah, Ky. Dr. Kevin Qualls 
was the moderator for the TV 
production panel.
 Gill Welsch was the coordina-
tor for Meet the Pros. The 2018 
Meet the Pros program is tenta-
tively scheduled for Nov. 1.  

Homecoming is Oct. 27, 2018. Visit us at Tent City!More stories. More photos. Visit jmcjournal.org for additional content.

Leigh Wright, left, had the opportunity to work with MSU alum and morning 
news anchor Amy Watson during her fellowship at WTVF NewsChannel 5 in 
Nashville.

Mike Reilley, Society of Professional Journalists, conducted a four-hour Google 
News Lab training session on campus Nov. 6.  Topics included Data Viz: Goo-
gle Trends, data scraping with Google Sheets and Tabula, Google MyMaps, 
Fusion Tables and Carto.com timelapse maps, Google Public Data Explorer, 
Google training resources, AutoDraw.com, Google Lens, mobile reporting 
tools, Google Street View and Google Cardboard Camera, Google Earth Pro, 
Google Earth Timelapse and new features in Google Earth. The JMC depart-
ment and University Libraries sponsored the training sessions.

Media pros share experience with seniors

Media professionals visited campus to talk with seniors in the JMC department. Some of the participating professionals are, front row 
from left: Lauren Ruser, Kim Hamby, Meredith Krones, Bob Norsworthy, Tab Brockman, Miranda Ochsner, Matt Wilham, back row from 
left: Chris Lovorn, Beth Klasskin, Roger Seay, Denham Rogers, William Amos, Collin Buckingham, Spencer Nowell, Jeremy McKeel, Haw-
kins Teague, and Dr. Debbie Owens.

For all those people who think 
college journalism professors get 
to spend their summers relaxing 
by the pool, think again.

Leigh Landini Wright, assis-
tant professor of journalism at 
Murray State, spent much of 
July as an “intern” for WTVF 
Newschannel 5 in Nashville, 
Tenn. Wright received a fac-
ulty development fellowship 
from the National Association 
of Television Production Exec-
utives Educational Foundation 
to spend three weeks in a televi-
sion newsroom. 

During her summer immer-
sion, Wright followed news 
crews and multimedia journal-
ists in the field, studied social 
media trends with the web edi-
tors, shadowed web editors and 
shadowed producers. 

The immersion proved help-
ful for revamping course assign-
ments in the multimedia writ-
ing class and the journalism 
capstone. As the academic year 
continues, Wright plans to add 
new assignments based on her 
observations of a top 25 market. 

The fel lowship provides 
Wright with an opportunity to 
attend the NATPE conference in 
Miami in mid-January.

NATPE fellowship aids course revamp effort
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 Murray State University has 
awarded Gill Welsch the Facul-
ty Award for Distinguished Ser-
vice in recognition for his contri-
butions to the department and 
greater university.  He received 
the honor at the 2017 Faculty 
Recognition Banquet in April.
 Welsch, a senior lecturer, 
joined the faculty in August 
1992 and has served as head of 
the advertising major and advis-
er for the MSU Ads Club since 
that time.  
 He has been the department’s 
internship coordinator since 
2012.  He is also author of the 
department’s advising hand-
book. Welsch has been a judge 
for DECA and FBLA competi-
tions since 2000.  He has also 
served as secretary of the Col-
lege of Business Undergraduate 
Programs Committee.  
 As a member of the univer-
sity’s Bring Learning to Life 

Advisory Committee, he helps to 
oversee the university’s quality 
enhancement plan for experien-
tial learning.  Since 2014, he has 
been a faculty marshal at com-
mencement exercises.
 Welsch is a staunch supporter 
of the Residential College sys-
tem. He is active in Hart Col-
lege, serving as a member of the 
Hart College Advisory Commit-
tee. During the Great Begin-
nings move-in days, he coordi-
nates the loading of the eleva-
tors in Hart College.
 Welsch has also served as 
faculty adviser for the Nu-Rho 
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorori-
ty, Inc. from its founding in 2000 
to 2016. He currently serves as 
honorary faculty adviser.  
 He has also served as a refer-
ee for the American Academy of 
Advertising’s annual conference 
since 1994.

A book chapter published in 
May 2017 has been authored 
by Elizabeth A. Thomas, senior 
lecturer and public relations 
sequence head. 

Published by DePaul Univer-
sity Press (Chicago), the book is 
“Time Lords and Tribbles, Win-
chesters and Muggles.” It covers 
the best of the Midwest Popular 
Culture Conference presenta-
tions from 2011 through 2016. 

Thomas’ chapter, titled “50 

Years of Trek and the Fascinat-
ing Lessons We’ve Learned,” 
covers the moral codes of Star 
Trek.  

According to Thomas, the orig-
inal Star Trek television series 
set clear examples for living a 
moral life. 

In her extensive study of the 
50-year compilation of Trek’s 
television, l iterature,  f i lm 
and fan culture, she describes 
specific lessons taught in each 

of Star Trek’s incarnations. 
Most science fiction fans 

know the basic lessons of Star 
Trek – non-interference is the 
prime directive, to boldly go 
where no one has gone before, 
Infinite Diversity in Infinite 
Combinations, the needs of the 
many outweigh the needs of the 
few (or the one). Upon deeper 
inspection, Thomas unlocks a 
vast universe of Trek teachings 
in this latest publication. 

Thomas writes Star Trek book chapter

Innovation grant funds oral history project

Gill Welsch, right, was recognized by MSU President Bob Davies for his service 
to the department and University at the spring Faculty Recognition Banquet.

Welsch honored for
distinguished service

Dr. Melony Shemberger, assis-
tant professor of journalism and 
mass communications, was one 
of two inaugural recipients of 
the Faculty Innovation Initiative 
Grant awarded in April from 
the Giving Back Endowment at 
Murray State University. 

The grant funds were used 
to purchase two Tascam audio 
recorders and shotgun micro-
phones, plus cover printing 
expenses, for a community 
engagement project that focused 
on using oral histories as a 
news-gathering technique. The 
project was launched in the fall 

2017 semester in her JMC 397 
Reporting for Print Media course 
(renamed In-Depth Reporting 
beginning in spring 2018) and 
will continue throughout the 
spring semester.

The students unveiled the oral 
history-news project at a Schol-
ars Week presentation on Nov. 
15. This project examined pub-
lic education in Kentucky in the 
years before standardized test-
ing became common.

The oral history-education 
news reporting project will con-
tinue in the spring 2018 semes-
ter. In December, she received 

a Bring Learning to Life grant 
to purchase additional Tascam 
devices for students to use in 
additional oral history inter-
viewing assignments.

The project can be accessed 
online at https://kyeducation-
stories.omeka.net/. A Face-
book page is available at this 
link: https://www.facebook.com/
edoralhistory/.

Shemberger delivered a pre-
sentation about using oral his-
tory across the disciplines at a 
research presentation for the 
Faculty Development Center.

JMC faculty members Stephanie Anderson and Leigh Wright spearheaded an effort along with Shawn Touney, Murray State 
director of communication, and Jeremy McKeel, manager of Digital Media Services, to bring Today Show weatherman Al 
Roker to campus as part of his Rokerthon 3 promotion. The community was invited to participate in the shooting of the 
one-minute video.  JMC majors, John Morris (front left), senior from Nashville, Tenn.,  and Emily Hancock (front right), 
sophomore from Bumpus Mills, Tenn., served as the on-air talent.  Murray State’s video played off the Shoe Tree. If Roker 
would have come to Murray a drive would have been held to benefit Soles4Souls and local charities.  

More news
More photos

More resources

visit us online
JMCJournal.org
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 At its annual Faculty Recognition Banquet in 
April 2017, Murray State University recognized 
three faculty members from Journalism and Mass 
Communications for reaching milestone anniversa-
ries.
 Dr. Allen White and Mr. Gill Welsch were rec-
ognized for 25 years of teaching service to Murray 
State while Dr. Debbie Owens was recognized for 
15 years of service. 
 White joined the faculty in August 1991. He 
teaches courses in advertising, public relations, 
and in the graduate program. He has served as 
graduate coordinator, interim assistant dean of 
the College of Fine Arts and Communication, and 
interim JMC department chair. He was the found-
ing college head for White Residential College, 
part of Murray State’s residential college sys-
tem. 
 White earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Murray State. He earned his Ph.D. 
from the University of Tennessee. He has been a 
commissioned officer in the United States Navy 
and has worked as a newspaper reporter, sports 
editor and as a public opinion researcher for a 
research company.
 Prior to coming to Murray State, White taught 
at Kansas State University and Duquesne Univer-
sity.
 Welsch joined the faculty in August 1992 as 

head of the advertising major and adviser to the 
MSU Ads Club, positions he still holds. He has 
taught courses in advertising, journalism and pub-
lic relations over the years. His teaching duties 
currently include teaching the internship course 
and senior seminar.
 He earned his B.S. and M.S. from the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi. He has done doctoral 
studies at Southern Illinois University at Carbon-
dale. 
 Welsch has worked as a newspaper reporter, 
public relations and advertising consultant. Prior 
to coming to Murray State, he taught at Southeast 
Missouri State University.
 Owens joined the faculty in August 2002. She 
has served as head of the electronic media major 
(now known as television production), internship 
coordinator and graduate director. She currently 
serves as interim department chair.
 She has worked as a newspaper and broadcast 
journalist, a marketing/public affairs communica-
tions writer, and an English/reading teacher.
 Owens earned a B.A. from Brooklyn College of 
the City University of New York, an M.S. from the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, and 
Ph.D. from the University of Florida
 Prior to joining the JMC faculty, Owens taught 
at Fayetteville State University, Bowling Green 
State University, and East Carolina University.

Faculty years-of-service milestones were noted at the annual faculty recognition banquet in April. Nine were recog-
nized for reaching the 25 year service mark. They are front row from left: MSU President Dr. Robert Davies; Dr. Staci 
Stone, interim dean, College of Humanities and Fine Arts; Ann Neelon, Department of English; Dr. Mary Sue Sroda, 
chair, Department of English; Dr. Tim Todd, dean, Bauernfeind College of Business. Back row from left:  Dr. Stephen 
Cobb, dean, Jesse D. Jones College of Science, Engineering and Technology; Dr. Allen White, Department of Journal-
ism and Mass Communications; Gill Welsch, Department of Journalism and Mass Communications; Squire Babcock, 
Department of English and Philosophy; Dr. Seid Hassan, Department of Economics and Finance.

Three JMC faculty recognized
for teaching milestones

Thomas presents at
pop culture event

Sonya Noruwa, J.D., has 
joined the Journalism and Mass 
Communications Department as 
a  F a c u l -
ty Fellow 
as part of 
M u r r a y 
S t a t e ’ s 
Divers i ty 
D e v e l o p -
ment Ini-
tiative for 
2016-2017. 
The Diver-
sity Devel-
o p m e n t 
Initiative is 
housed in the Office of the Pro-
vost.

Dr. Noruwa is a graduate of 
Thurgood Marshall School at 
Texas Southern University, 
Houston, with an International 
and Immigration Institute cer-
tification. She holds a Master 
of Legal Studies, Health Law 
LL.M., International Law LL.M. 
from the University of Houston, 
Houston, TX, where she also 
earned her bachelor of arts in 
public relations in communica-
tions. 

“Dr. Noruwa is an exceptional 
addition to the JMC department 
and we welcome the opportuni-

ty to work with her as a visit-
ing professor,” said Dr. Debbie 
Owens, interim department 
chair. “Faculty as well as stu-
dents have benefited from her 
public relations experience and 
her legal expertise in interna-
tional issues.”

Owens added that Noruwa 
has contributed much to the 
department’s goal of providing 
JMC students with diverse per-
spectives on the media industry. 

While at Murray State, she is 
teaching three undergraduate 
courses – contemporary mass 
media, international mass com-
munications and mass media 
effects. 

This fall, she participated in 
JMC’s student internship inter-
views and served as a judge for 
Organizational Communica-
tion Department’s Speech and 
Debate teams. 

Dr. Noruwa’s international 
experience also includes travel 
to London, England, with the 
Southern University Law Cen-
ter’s Study Abroad Program in 
2013. 

Next spring, Dr. Noruwa 
plans to present research at the 
American Association of Blacks 
in Higher Education conference. 

Noruwa

Faculty fellow brings 
international legal
insight to JMC

Elizabeth Thomas (MS, 2009), 
senior lecturer and PR sequence 
head, presented research at the 
2017 Popular Culture Associa-
tion (PCA) National Convention 
in San Diego in March 2017. 

Her paper titled “Star Trek: 
The 50-Year Mission” chron-
icled fan culture through Star 
Trek events and subsequent 
other fan conventions dating 
from the early 1970s through 
2016 for the fabled Star Trek 
television and movie franchise.

Scholars who comprise the 
PCA are a group of educators 
and enthusiasts who study popu-
lar culture. 

The Popular Culture Asso-

ciation (formally the Popular 
Culture Association / Ameri-
can Culture Association) is a 
non-profit organization which 
offers a venue to share ideas and 
interests about the field or about 
a particular subject within the 
field. It also provides publication 
opportunities. 

Thomas has presented at eight 
PCA conferences since 2009.

Two of  her presentation 
papers have subsequently been 
expanded into published book 
chapters, both involving the leg-
acy of Star Trek creator Gene 
Roddenberry and Trek’s lasting 
impact on American popular cul-
ture.  

Do you know high school students looking to major in journalism or mass communications?
Have them visit our departmental website

murraystate.edu/jmc
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 We continue to make progress 
in the Department of Journalism 
and Mass 
C o m m u -
nications. 
In the last 
year, we’ve 
e x p e r i -
enced two 
academic 
p r o g r a m 
r e v i e w s , 
a depart-
m e n t a l 
r e t r e a t , 
new faculty hires and numerous 
accolades. Here are a few high-
lights:
 Dr. Bella Ezumah is the new 
graduate program director. 
 Dr. Stephanie Anderson has 
settled into her appointment as 
assistant professor and adviser 
to The Murray State News. 
 Dr. Sonya Noruwa, J.D., joins 
us as an assistant professor and 
2017-18 Provost Diversity Fel-
low. She teaches both introduc-
tory and intermediate under-
graduate courses. 
 Chad Lampe, MS ’08, and 
WKMS station manager, joins 
us as an adjunct to teach a spe-
cial topics course titled, “Pod-
casting: Telling a Human Story.”
 Advertising instructor Gill 
Welsch received MSU’s Distin-
guished Service Award.
 Broadcaster Amy Bryan Wat-

son, ‘89, received an MSU 2017 
Distinguished Alumni Award.
 Dr. Melony Shemberger held a 
2017 Scripps Howard Academic 
Leadership Academy Fellowship.

JMC faculty are making progress
 Another successful round of 
workshops brought high school 
journalism and broadcast stu-
dents to campus, hosted Google 
training sessions for faculty, 
students and journalists, and 
brought professionals on campus 
to interact with JMC students 
during Meet the Pros and Gra-
vure Day. 
 Faculty won “Bring Learn-
ing to Life” grants which will 
enhance their ability to teach 
using digital technology. 
 This summer, a team of JMC 
faculty and a graduate student 
collaborated with Kendall Hunt 
publishing company to produce 
a curriculum-specific version of 
an undergraduate textbook for 
Contemporary Mass Media, a 
required core course for all our 
majors. 
 Additionally, faculty present-
ed their research at ACA/PCA, 
AEJMC, BEA and MAPOR, to 
name a few. 
 We’ve rebooted our under-
graduate curriculum. Faculty 
have renamed several courses 
that reflect the types of indus-
try-skills that our JMC students 

are both learning and producing. 
Revamped titles include Adver-
tising Capstone: The Campaign; 
Advanced Multimedia Report-
ing; Collaborative Journalism 
Capstone; PR Capstone: Cases 
and Campaigns; Capstone in 
Media Production. We’re further 
integrating Graphic Communi-
cations Media into the core cur-
riculum for all majors through 
a newly designed co-requisite 
course, Introduction to Digital 
Imaging. 
 Graduate faculty worked with 
deans in the Bauernfeind Col-
lege of Business to design an 
accelerated mass communica-
tions master’s degree program.

 At our JMC departmental 
retreat in November, facul-
ty explored ideas to develop an 
extended summer workshop for 
area high school media advisors 
and students. Participants also 
addressed strategies for increas-
ing our efforts to promote diver-
sity and inclusiveness through-
out the curriculum, which we 
generally do practice. However, 
faculty agreed that in order to 
better emphasize these issues to 
our students, diversity-related 
items should be clearly identi-
fied in course syllabi. We will 
revisit the current departmen-
tal diversity plan in order to 
determine where new challeng-

es might arise. The Accrediting 
Council on Education in Jour-
nalism and Mass Communica-
tions (ACEJMC) Diversity and 
Inclusiveness Standard includes 
matters of race, gender, physical 
(dis)ability, gender preference, 
culture, class and globalism.  
Ultimately, we want to establish 
a consistent approach to meet-
ing, if not, surpassing this stan-
dard. 

JMC students are making progress
 Our students won awards 
and garnered recognition from 
organizations such as Kentucky 
Press Association, Kappa Tau 
Alpha JMC Honorary Society, 
and Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Colleges and Uni-
versities. 
 They presented research at 
venues such as MSU’s Scholar’s 
Week and AEJMC. 
 During 2017 Homecoming 
weekend, students and staff 
and alumni of The Murray State 
Newspaper celebrated its 90th 
year of excellence! 
 Our  s tudents  remained 
engaged in communities both 
at home and abroad. They held 
internships at regional and 
national media outlets. They 
earned jobs in the industry or 
sought advanced degrees.
 
 Just as many other institu-

tions of higher education are 
regrouping in order to meet the 
challenges of budget cuts and 
declining student enrollment, 
we are exploring opportunities 
to generate revenue via grants, 
workshops and new program 
offerings.
 Our enthusiastic JMC Ambas-
sadors will hit the recruitment 
trail in 2018 with a student-pro-
duced brochure and video cam-
paign.

 So, with all that’s happened 
this year, thank you for sup-
porting our program, the JMC 
Foundation, and for keeping the 
Racer tradition at the forefront 
of your thoughts. 
 You’re helping us keep pace 
with the technology-driven 
changes in classroom delivery 
and the industry-level training 
that our students need in order 
to succeed in their fields. This 
is where their media careers 
begin. And as an alum of JMC, 
your support helps us continue 
to grow future generations of 
media professionals. Now, that’s 
progress! 
 We look forward to hearing 
from you in 2018!

Debbie Owens
interim chair

From the chair:

Name:                                                       Major:                Year graduated:         

Address:                                                      Telephone numbers:

City:                        State:        Zip Code:                Home: (   )__________________

e-mail:                              Business: (   )__________________

Place of Employment (optional):                                         Title:                                

Other information for JMC Journal: 

 

Department of Journalism & Mass Communications
114 Wilson Hall
Murray, KY 42071-3311

e-mail: alumni@jmcjournal.org
http://www.murraystate.edu/jmc
270-809-2387

Please let us know if your address changes

Many have made generous donations to 
the JMC Foundation Account. Your 
support has made it possible for us to 
offer a quality education to our students 
in advertising, graphic communications 
media, journalism, public relations and TV 
production. Thank you for being a vital 
part of our team.

Owens

Your financial support is appreciated. Visit us online at JMCJournal.org.
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